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''ENER AL dispositions were now made to at* 
tack the United aimy on aU sides, and the several 
divisions of the Royal army, had orders from Licu- 
tenant-General Lake, to proceed in different direc- 
tions for that purpose. They were all to move to- 
ward the important post of Vinegar-Hill, occupied 
by the permanent encampment of the United Irish 
siiice the 28th of May, on the taking of £nniscori> 
thy. Pursuant to the plan of a general assault, Lieu« 
tenant-General Dundas proceeded on the 18th of 
June, from Baltinglass to Racket's town, whence 
he was to proceed, in conjunction with Major- 
General Loftus, who was to join him from Tullow, 
with the forces under his command, to more for- 
ward to attack the United Irish posted on ft^ount- 
Pleasant. These seemed willing enough to en- 
gage, but the troops were prevented from coming 
to action here, by other orders from Licutenant- 
General Lake, who thought it more prudent to wait 
the assistance and co-operation of his whole force 
combined, amounting^ to ' thirty-seven thousand 
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men, tbao to risk a partial engagement, which 
might thwart or impede his general plan of opera- 
tions* Major-General Needham, who command- 
ed in Arklow,. moved on the 1 9th to Gorey, and on 
the next day encamped oft Oulard-Hill^ whence 
lie w^ to proceed to Enniscorthy. Greater de** 
vastation was perceiveable from Arklow to Ou- 
lard, thai\ in any other part of the country. Oft 
(he 19th, Major-Generals Johnston and Eustace^ 
after obliging the United force, posted on Lacken- 
Hill, hastily to abandon their situation, proceeded 
to BloomfieM, where they encampe.d on the even- 
ing of the 20th, while Brigadier-General Moore 
reached his appointed station at Fpoks^s Mill on 
the same evening, and Major-General Sir Jamea 
Duff, who had marched from Newtown-Barry^ 
took his station with Major-General Loftus, at 
Scarawalsh. In the course of the progressive 
march of these several armies, great devastation 
took place ; numbers of houses were b.rnedy and 
corn and various kind of property, were plunder* 
cd and destroyed, mostly at the instance of the 
Yeomen returning to their different neighbour- 
hoods. It is astonishing that landlords of all 
descriptions, could so far forget their own interest^ 
as to join in the destruction of houses on their 
lands, however they mi^t be induced to hunt out 
their lessees, and to sacrafice them, and so put an 
end at once to their leases* — ^Yet many instances 
of this kind are related throughout the country* - 
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According to the pre-concerted and comprehen- 
sive {dan of operations, all the General? arrived^. 
with their several divisions, at the different stati- 
ons to which they had been ordered, on the 20diy. 
of which they severally apprised Lieutenant-Gen? 
eral Lake, who was himself, with his staff, and 
Lieutenant^General Dundas, posted at Solsbo* 
ifough, — The United Irish of the eastern baronies 
had now concentrated their force on their station 
of Vinegar-Hill, and at a consultation of their chiefs 
it was proposed to make a general assault on the 
poBt of Solsborough during the night, but to this 
fhe people could not be prevsdled upon to agree;. 
^ho chose rather to depend upon their very scanty 
provision of powder,, and wait for open day-light 
^ «igage.v It is vety surprising, th|it considering, 
the great courage,, and intrepidity displayed by 
ijhem in so many engagements, the people could 
'never be* brought to make a nocturnal attack, 
wherein diey must have inevitably proved suc- 
-cessful, as die confusion into which the regular 
troops would have been thrown by such a pro-^ 
ceeding, would reduce them to a level with irre- 
gular bodies, whose enthusiasm must necessarily 
'have given tfaem every advantage*. 

. Qft the 19th JVIr. Edward Roche, and a number 
jof ^thuaiastical priests, who usually acted as 
^spokesmen 'm e^diorting and animating the Unit^ed 
.troops by thear ]^aiyangaes,,wer« sent home from 
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Vxncgar-Hill, to collect the whole mass of people 
for general defence. By the march of the King's 
anny in all directions, towards Vinegar-Hill and 
Wexford, a general flight of such of the inhabr- 
Xants as could get ofF, took place ; and as the great* 
cr part of the country was now occupied by the re^ 
gular troops, the whole population was compress* 
cd into a very narrow space ; and at this time there 
was not an encampment of United Irish, except at 
Vinegar-Hill, and the Three-Rocks. 

The alarm was now general throughout the 
whole country, and all men were called to attend 
the camps ; and Weisford became ike univenaA 
rendezvous of the fugitives^ who reported, with 
various circumstances of horror, the progress 43i 
the different armies approaching in every directi* 
on, marking their movements with terrible devas- 
tation. Ships of war were also seen off the coastf 
and a fleet blocked up the entrance of the harbouv, 
which precluded the possibilily of any vessel gett- 
ing out ; so that Wexford was now on the brink of 
destruction, and the inhabitants without the smalL 
est hope of escape. It is dreadful to conceive^ 
and impossible to describe, the horrors felt by all 
who had the misfortune of being in the town on 
this most critical occasion. The melancholy 
scenes of devastation perpetrated by the Royal ar- 
my, in the country about Carrick-Byme, exhibik 
icd^ a ^melancholy picture i and from the co»» 
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ftifinding situadon of the camp at the Three-Rocks^ 
on the mountain of Forth, the general conflagraf 
1ft<Mi, which was as progressive as the march of the 
King's troops, was clearly perceivable. On the 
approach of the army, great nuQibers of country^- 
men with their wives and children, and any litde ' 
baggage they could hastily pack up, fled toward 
Wexford, as to an asylum or place of refuge ; and 
the number of these was encreased every instant 
by the arrival of new fugitives, who described, in 
melancholy strain of lamentation, how their hous^ 
es w^^ plundered, and destroyed, and they them^ 
selves had narrowly escs^d with life from the fu« 
ryoiihe sotdtery, iwhu, when thualet loose and 
encouraged to range over and ravage a country^ 
become the greatest curse that.qaabefal it ! ! I 

It must however be observed, that Gener^ Moore 
did all in his power to prevent these attrocities, and 
got some plunderers immediately put to death ; 
but his humane and benevolent intentions were not 
SQ successful from the. representations and excite* 
ments of the refugees returning home. It is much 
to be regretted that he was not afterward left in 
command in Wexford, as he was ordered to Wick- 
low, where his conciliatory conduct and humanity 
were conspicuous, and.will ever be reni^embered 
with gratitude by the people, who flocked to his 
standard for protection. Did Ireland enjoy the 
blessings o{ such rulers, it would never have been 
inyolved^in such ^ dreadful situation. 
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On the 19di, the Commander-in-Chief received 
k letter from the Generals in command at Ac 
Three-Rocks, demanding all kinds of supplies fwr 
their forces ; and apprising him, as Ihe inhabitania 
of Wexford (except the gunsmen, who attended for 
some time on Vinegar-Hill) had never- quitted 
their homes, or assisted at any battle, they ^ew 
looked upon in a very invidious point of view by 
the rest of the army, who accordingly vowed the 
destruction of the town if all its armed rtien would 
not appear at the camp on the Three-Rocks earLy 
the next morning, and join in general defence* 

While the council, and all the principal inhabir 
tants of Wexford, were in consultaticmj to which 
they wore now summoned, upon the best mode of 
self-preservation and defence, the order for all the 
armed men to appear in camp by break of day, be- 
came imperious ; and the out-cry was so loud 
against thebackwardness of the Wexford-men that 
eeveral companies set off immediately. AH the 
small canrton on board the guti-boats, were brought 
on shore, aiid their carriages being too small for 
land service, they were tied on cars, and taken, 
thus mounted, by th^ sailors, to the camp at the 
Three-Rocks, where the scarcity of ammunition, 
was so great, that not a charge remained for any 
othier cannon. . Eafly on the morning of the 20tK, 
the drum beat to arms, arid all the armed inhabi- 
' tants, consisting of some thousands, marched out 
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to camp, leaving none in the town but the guards 
that had been on duty the day before. On this la* 
mentable evening it was^ that Captain Dixon, and 
bis immediate followers, took advantage of the 
defenceless state of the town, and took possession 
of it, while the main body of the United garrison 
was on Its march against General Moore. 

This sanguinary wretch, who dare not approach 
any of the encampments, had been remarkably ac- 
tive the day before in spreading alarm through .the 
country north of the town, through which he had 
rode several miles to induce all straglers not at- 
tending camp, to come into ,Wcxford, as if it was 
tot general defence* 

The humane council, foreseeing the danger of 
diis fellow's remsdning in town, sent Mr. Hay to 
request his immediate attendance at the Three- 
Rocks, where, they assured him, his pardon had 
been granted by the chiefs, on condition of his im- 
mediately joining the army, but this he declined 
obeying, and was at the time in the act of sending 
whisky to his banditti, who were in the barrack. 
On Mr. Hay's expressing his surprise that these 
men should remain in the town, contrary to gene* 
Tsd orders, he replied, that his intention was to keep 
diese men in Wexford to replace the guards, who, 
he said, had never been in any batde, and must now 
go out, aa it was but fair they should share bard- 
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ship in their turn, and allow some repose to those 
men who had been in every engagement. On this 
intelligence, Mr. Hay got on horseback, and rode 
up to the barracks, where he endeavoured, by every 
means in his power, to induce the men to leave the 
town J and they at length seemed willing to con- 
sent ; but on the arrival of Captain Dixon, with the 
reinforcement of whisky, they so far altered their 
opinions and inclinations, that Mr. Hay was threat- 
ened for his interference. From the specimen of 
Captain Dixon's disposition, displayed by his con- 
duct to Mr. Lehunte, and the attrocities he com- 
mitted in tht country, no confidence could be plac- 
ed in him ; and seeing his influence over these 
men, who now, at his Instance, absolutely refused 
to quit the town, measures of precaution naturally 
suggested themselves. After recommending to 
the guards to be vigilant on their station, which- 
they were to quit upon no account^ the Council 
dispatched the above-mentioned Mr. Hay to the 
camp at the Three-Rocks, requesting of the Chiefs 
a reinforcement of the Wexford-men, which, after 
much persuasion, was at last granted, rather to get 
rid of Mr. Hay's importimity than from any other 
reason or motive ; as no idea of a massacre was at 
all entertained. Mr. Hay was however allowed 
to take his choice of the Wexford corps, but on no 
condition would they be permitted to quit the. 
eamp, until the whole remaining force should have 
marched oiF^ as it was apprehended th^t if thejs 
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t«rcre seen going, they might be foQowed by others. 
Mr. Hay then fearing the men might be counter- 
manded, before the main body shoidd have mov- 
ed off, waited for that event, which took up a con* 
siderable time ; during which he also procured a 
letter from the .Commander-in-Chief, directed to 
Captain Dixon, ordering him to quit Wexford im- 
mediately, on pain of death. The corps Mr. Hay 
procured, contained only two hundred and twenty- 
"five pike-men, (no guns-man being allowed to re- 
turn) and with these, having secured their sobriety, 
along with the guards that had reniained in Wex-^ 
lord, was thought to be completely sufficient to 
keep Captain Dixon and his drunken crew, in awe, 
should they shew an inclination to be refractory. 
When Mr. Hay judged all danger of a counter- 
mand was over, he set off in full speed, toward 
Wexford, to announce this reinforcement tp the 
guards there on duty, for the protection of the pri- 
soners, in whose defence he had taken up arms : 
but, alas ! before he could reach Wexford, D.ixoii 
had commenced the abominable and terrific mass« 
acre, and was then in the act of conducting his vic- 
tims, in successive parcels of from ten to twenty, 
each parcel surrounded by its guard of butchers, to 
the place of execution. On Mr. Hay's arrival, he 
found this infernal band in such force, and so weU 
anned, as to banish all hope that the small number 
ctf Wexford men, remaining in, and returning to 
^e town, coyld give, them any effectual resistance* 
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The number of Dixon's men wis now immensely 
encreased by a number of fugitives, driven l)y the 
approach of the Royal army, from about Gorey^ 
into the part of the country called Shilmalier. 
through this quarter Captain Dixon had made an 
excursion on the same day, diffusing dread and 
alarm, and calling on such of the cowardly as were 
absent from camp, to assemble for general defence 
at Wexford^ and, unfortunately, he was so suc- 
cessful in his efforts, that, on the mormng of the 
^Ist, when the enraged populace were assembled, 
and that the Council thought to have had them lead 
to battle, they peremptorily refused to proceed, re- 
presenting Wexford, from the suggestions of Cap* 
tain Dixon, and some other of his low declamatory 
associates, as more vulnerable. A vast number of 
fugitives, who arrived the day before, were now 
contii^ually relating their misfortunes, the cruelties 
they suffered, and the hardships they endured, to 
those with whom they took refuge ; which roused 
and irritated the populace to such a pitch of fury as 
admitsnot of description, and of which none but 
an eye-witness can have an adequate idea. All 
entreaties and remonstrances to sopth or calm the 
exasperated multitude were in vain : however, the 
Council, and all the respectable inhabitants that 
might be supposed to have any influence, continu- 
ed t© address^ explain, excuse and expostulate, and 
in the course of these attempts, Dixon and his 
blood-thirsty associates, vowed vengeance against 
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tlietn as Orangemen ; for they vociferated that they 
haddistinguishedthemselvesbynoother feat, but 
activity in protecting their enemies the Orangemen ; 
that they had never attended their camps, or they 
trould be a judge of their miseries by the view of 
general desolation : one would roar out, that none 
of them had been flogged as he had been ; another 
•pathetically related, that his house had been burn- 
-ed, and he had been driven to beggary with his 
whole family, and he would have the death of the 
person that injured him ; a third lamented the 
death of his father, another that of his brother ; 
^idiile theyperseveringly declared, they only want- 
ed to be avenged of those who had actually done 
4iem wrong. The Council, however, continued 
imwcaried in their exertions to appease the wrath 
of popular phrenzy, and Mr. Hay, at their head, 
demanded a trial of the prisoners ; but was an*, 
^were-d by this universal ay, " What trial did we, 
^' or our friends and relations obtain, when some 
" were hanged or shot, and others whipped, or 
** otherwise tortured ; our houses and properties 
** bumi: and destroyed, and ourselves hunted like 
"mad dogs T' "but," rejoined Mr. Hay, "do 
*' you mean to compare yourselves to the perpe- 
*' trators of such deeds, or would you disgrace 
*' your conduct by such barbarous acts ?'' This 
appeal to. tlieir principles produced the conse* 
quence, as was fondly hoped by ev^ery humane 
and respectable person present, of their consent- 
D 
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ing to a trial, but on the express condition, that 
Mr. Hay, and many other gentlemen, distinguisl*- 
ed for their respectable rank and humanity, should 
retire, and be present on no account. The Coun- 
t cil then endeavoured to procure ^men, whose hu- 
manity could not be doubted, to try the prisoners, 
and if possible, to keep the sanguinary Dixon, and 
a fellow named Morgan Byrne, from being of the 
number ; but unhappily their appointment could 
not be opposed : four, however, out of seven, 
which was the number chosen, humanely offered 
themselves, having previously promised that they 
would not consent to put any one to death. Mr. 
Hay and the Council made use of another strata- 
gem, by proposing an oath, that in their proceed- 
ings they would not be guided by public prejudice, 
but by justice and the evidence before them. This 
was with a view, if possible, to seciu^e the assist- 
ance and co-operation even of the most sanguina- 
ly, and die seven were accordingly sw6m to that 
tflfcct. 

The seven persons appointed to sit on the trial, 
proceeded from the committee-house to the goal., 
where they went into a small bed-chamber in the 
goaler*s apartment, in which Captain Dixon had 
left fifteen prisoners, whom he had doomed as the 
iirst victims for? condensation ; but he here met 
with an opposition, of which^he was not, until that 
inomcnt, at all aware. The members of this kind 
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c^ popular tribunal divided j three were for death, 
hut the other four,, true to their promise, and un- 
warped in their humane inclinations, firmly de- 
dared, that they considered theinselves merely ap- 
pointed to prevent massacree, aad to save the 
lives of the prisoners, and would not attend or lis- 
ten to any representation from Dixon or his fel- 
lows* This produced a very violent altercation, 
and gpreat danger was to be apprehended by the 
friends of humanity, as Morgan Byrne and his 
ruffians, actually rushed into the room, and threat- 
ened them with instant destruction, if they did not 
agree to the death of the prisoners. Some others 
of Dixon's blood thirsty associates had got inta 
the gaol, and were selecting such of the prisoners 
as they pleased to deem fit objects of destruction; 
but although Dixon's own designs cannot be 
doubted of ravening for blood, and that he was. 
willing and eager to attempt any thing to gain his^ 
object i yet, as the four men resolutely persever- 
ed, in refusing to agree to the death of any man 
at such a crazy and phrenzied moment, he was go- 
ing to retire from a place, where his sanguinaiy 
views and cruel sentiments were opposed and over- 
ruled, and it is more than probable, that the san- 
guinary retarded for hours in ihe onset, would have 
cooled in their fury, and have recovered sentiments 
of humanity sufficient to prevent them from putting 
any one to death, were it not for two informers, 
Charles Jackson, a carver and- gilder, and on&^ 
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Phelan, an organist, both of whom had not long 
resided in Wexford, and who were cast off from 
the society of the other prisoners, then in the goal^ 
These, as ill fate would have it, threw themselves 
on their knees to Captain Dixon, acknowledged 
that they were Orangemen, and ready to give eve- 
ry information provided their lives might be spar- 
ed. Dixon, before indesp^r, at finding his ssui- 
guinary hopes baffled and blasted, readily agreed 
to their proposal, as it afforded a new prospect of 
perpetrating his infernal designs. He instantly 
addressed his gang assembled before the goal, stat- 
ing, that two Orangemen had become informers, 
and that proceeding to trial was therefore unne- 
cessary, as the evidence of these men must be con- 
clusive. It may easily be conceived, that, on this 
communication, horribly vociferated by Dixon^ 
and re-echoed by his wife, and some others, the 
populace became ungovernable ! the low miscre- 
ants instantly approved of his plan, and demanded 
that all Orangemen should be sent out to them ; 
but his first care was to turn the men who opposed 
his bloody schemes, out of the gaol, of which he 
and his savage associates took complete possessi- 
on. . Several persons were denounced by the in- 
formers and immediately shot at the goal door. 

While these unforeseen but melancholy events 
were passing, almost all the principal inhabitants 
and people of Wexford, w«re covurageously'engag- 
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ed fighting in the field. To the honor of the few 
that had remained in the town on that day, it must 
be mentioned, that they did all in their power to 
restrain the fury of the brutal savages, and prevent 
the spilling of blood -, . but, under existing circum- 
stances, it was impossible to controul the mob, in- 
flamed as they were by the infernal representations 
of Dixon and his vile associates \ and in such emi- 
nendy critical cases, it is not every one that has 
nerves strong enough to encounter the impending- 
danger : for it is remarked, that although Mr. 
Hay and the gendemen composing the Council, 
were courageous enough in die beginning of this 
bloody da^, in thwarting for hours the saguinary 
inclinations of the infuriated mob \ yet they found 
themselves afterwards in such a dangerous situati- 
on, from the vengeance vowed against them for 
their humiane interference, as to be incapable of . 
any exertion. 

After the slaughter of thirty persons, deemed 
the most obnoxious, Captain Dixon and his fel- 
lows proposed, that the rest who were to be put to 
death, should be brought down to the bridge, a 
magnificent fabricfc, ill adapted, from the beauty of 
its appearance, for such hideous exhibitions. 
Eighteen intended for execution, were first con- 
ducted from the goal to this place, under a strong 
guard,, headed by Dixon, flanked by the two 
Orange informers, whom he wished to exhibit as 
D % 
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the grand support of his couduct. These infornr- 
ers were brought mto a public billiard-room on the 
custom-house-quay, (and not at all to the bridge, 
to whicK it is adjacent) where they underwent an 
examination, at which Diixon presided. It is pro- 
bable, that these informers did not g^ve infermati«* 
on against every one that was put to dfeath on this 
occasion ; but it is a certain truth, and an evident 
fact, that the information of these men was 
esteemed of such consequence^ even by such a san^ 
gulnary tribunal, that their services saved tfleir 
lives. The fate of the prisoners was quickly dc*- 
cided, on their being conducted to the bridge, as 
the proceedmgs concerning them were summary 
indeed^ It was asked, did any one know any 
good action of the intended victim sufficient to 
^ave his life ? and if no answer was made, the as^ 
sertion of an individual of some deed against the 
people^ was conclusive evidence of guilt, and im^ 
mediately death was the consequence, on his pri- 
mary denunciation by Captain Dixon. Some, 
however,, escaped with their lives, on the interfei> 
ciice of some person steping forward in their fa* 
voyu". A few ^vere shot, but the greater number 
suffered by being piked,^ and some of those with 
aggravated chrcumstanccs of barbarity. All the 
bodies were thrown over the bridge, but neither 
stripped, nor their pockets rifled, as their watches 
and money were found upon them when after- 
ward discovered* Captain Di:s:on sent, from tima 
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to time, for different persons, to the several places 
' of confinement, and at intervals came out to an- 
nounce further discoveries from the informers. 
This admirably suited his helUsh purpose of put- 
ting all the prisoners to death, which he might un^ 
fortunately have effected, but that Providence was 
at length pleased to interpose, while the minds of 
the populace seemed wrought up to the most des- 
perate pitch of cruelty .'..•••The Reverend Mr- Cor- 
rin, who had been absent from the town the whole 
of the day, on parochial duty, had but just return- 
ed, when he was sent for by Mr. Kellett, then on 
his defence at the bridge. Thither the Reverend 

• gentleman instantly rep^red, and having thrown 
himself on his knees, entreated they might join 
him in prayer; when he supplicated the Almighty, 
to shew the same mercy to the people as they 
would shew their prisoners ; and with that he ad- 
dressed them in such feeling, pathetic and moving 
language, that he thereby saved the lives <rf several 
who had been just ordered to the bridge from the 
market-house, by Dixon. While the Reverend 
Mr. Corrin was on the fatal spot, Mr. Esftionde 
Kyan, who had been woimded in the shoulder at 
the battle of Arklow, lay in the most excruciating 
torture, at a house by Ferry-bank, on the country 
side of the bridge ; but, on hearing what was going 
forward, he instandy got out of bed, ran to the fa- 
tal spot, and by his animated conduct and address, 

• rescued Mr. Newton King, and Captciin MUvrard, 



44 HISTORY OF THE 

of the Wexford militia, with some others, from 
the fury of the populace. Mr. Hay, also, by his 
humane interference, snatched many-others from 
the jaws of death ; while different other persons of 
inferior note, and some even of the lower class, in- 
terposed so as to save one or other of their neigh- 
bors ; and, at length it pleased God that this hor- 
rid butchery ceased! The Catholic clergymen, 
and all the principal inhabitants who remained in 
the town that day, exhausted every means in their 
power in endeavouring to appease the rage of the 
populace, of whom, it is necessary to observe, they 
could have little or know personal knowledge, as 
the outrageous multitude collected, by Dixon and 
Byrne, was from the northern parts of the count}', . 
and not at all composed of Wexford-men, over 
whom they might be supposed to have sOme local 
influence. But such as have not been eye-wit- 
nesses, and who have not, even in that case, been 
sometimes amcxag and conversant with the people, . 
can have but a very inadequate idea of the danger 
of interference against the uncontroulable fury of 
a rabble, exasperated to the highest pitch by the 
ixicidents already described. 

Among the various occupations assumed by 
different persons in the coiirse of this melancholy 
catastrophe, one man, in a most audible voice, 
counted the victims one by one, until ninety-seven 
had been delibezittely butchered* On that ever to 
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be lamented day, there %vere many who ran great 
risque of personal safety in becoming advocates 
for the unfortmiate : we wish we could learn of as 
many, who exhibited equal proof of sincerity in fa- 
vour of the hapless and ill-fated people ! were this 
the case we should not have to relate the dreadful 
desolation in this quarter of the kingdom- In cri- 
tical times, such as those, certainly different cir- 
cumstances will excite different sensations ; but 
with respect to the business before us, the saying 
of a most liberal government gendeman must be 
regarded as possessing peculiar force in repressing 

misrepresentation^ He says " I have heard of 

" hundreds of United Irishmen, during the iQsur- 
** rection, who have, at the risque of their lives, 
" saved Orangemen ; but I have not heard of a 
" single Orangeman who encountered any danger 
^ to save the life of syti United Irishman*.'' 

Although Mr. Edward Roche, a Baronial Gene- 
ral, was sent to Wexford to command Dixon's par- 
ty of misguided wretches, who were the most das* 
tardly and unruly, and therefore the most savage 
and cruel of the mob, yet his authority appears to 
have beenveryjiimited, whenhe wasnot abletolead 
them to the intended destination, occasioned by 
this infernal monster, who retained with all bis san* 
guinary ferocity, a surprising influence over th©^ 
lowest of the rabble, although possessed of not 
even any nominal command j being but a general 
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blusterer, affecting great consequence^ gallopiiig 
from town to town, and seeking every opportunity 
of doing mischief, generaUy while the battles were 
going on, and at one of which he never appeared, 
but in the back-ground. His denomination of 
Captain was owing to his being a master of a brig 
which traded to and from Wexford. It is but jus- 
tice to observe, with the exceptions of the above 
mentioned Mr. Roche, and five subaltern officers, 
who commanded the. guards for the protection of 
the prisoners, there was no other officer actually 
commissioned in the United army, present at this 
fellow's savage and ferocious proceedings. These 
officers and Mr. Roche were, on their subsequent 
surrender, in December 1799, tried by a court- 
martial in Wexford, on a charge of ^^ aiding and 
sdbetting the murders on the bridge, on the 20th of 
June, 1 798." But their humane exertions appear- 
ed so meritorious before that tribmial, that they 
were acquitted of this charge, which could not pos- 
sibly be, as they possessed command, had it not 
been perfccdy proved, that such command was- 
merely nominal, as their orders and endeavours 
were counteracted by a few low ferocious dema- 
gogues, having no command whatever, but what 
arose from ihflamatory addresses to the populace, 
urging them to take exemplary vengeance of their 
enemies, in which they were unfortunately but too, 
successful. 
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Mr. Hay and the council, whose humane exerti- 
ons were as conspicuous as their lamentations were 
sincere, for the dreadful scenes then exhibiting, 
made one effort more to get rid of the infuriated 
rabble. They accordingly sent for Mr. E. ^oche, 
and conjured him to hasten down to the bridge 
once more, and there represent the urgent necessi- 
ty of the people's attendance at Vinegar-Hill, sug- 
gesting that he could, with more propriety than 
any other, interpose his authority with prospect of 
success, as he was himself called on to attend by 
all the chiefs in the camp ; and as an express was 
sent from Vinegar-Hill to Wexford, threatening 
to punish all with instant death who would refuse 
to come idth him. These considerations inspir- 
ed the General with new vigour to endeavour to 
lead these men out of the town, which he at length 
effected, and the people marched off under his 
command out of Wexford* 

When the town was thus cleared of its dreadful 
visitors, about 8 o'clock in the evening, the Coun- 
cil, and the different Committees, took a retrc* 
spcctive view of the horribly distracted state of the 
country, as well as of its impending danger^ and 
after a variety of consultation between them, it was 
agreed, that the only mode of preserving Wex- 
ford and all its inhabitants from destruction was, 
that early on the next morning, Mr. Hay, accom- 
panied by Lord Kinsborough, should go to the 
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lloyal army, and by an explanation of existing cif ^ 
cumstances, it was hoped the town might be spa- 
red from the dreadful fate diat seemed to aw^t it 
every instant* Wexford was indeed at this period 
in a most perilous situation. Intelligence had aiw 
rived there of the approach of three different ar- 
mies, one of which was advanced as far as Ou» 
la^d, another had arrived at Enniscorthy, and the 
progressive march of the third was conspicuous 
the evening before from the Three-Rocks, by the 
United army stationed there. The gtm-boats oa 
the coast also made a formidable appearance, as 
announced by the men who had been stationed at 
the fort of Rosslare, but who now abandoned that 
post and fled into Wexford, bringing the alarming' 
news, that several ships of war and other armed 
vessels were approaching the harbour. 

Undismayed by the late signal defeats at Ross 
and Arldow, some of the principal chiefs deter- 
mined to m£U*ch direct against the capital itself 
wiselyjudgingthatthe possession of Dublin would 
at once decide the fate of the whole kingdom. 
Nor ought it to be forgotten, that the metropolis 
was at this period in a state of the utmost dismay 
and consternation, for the Vice-Queen* and all 
Ac principal families of distinction had fled to En» 



• The Vice-Roy, Cambden's Lady. 
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.^land, and the Republican pany there were both 
resohite, intelligent and numerous* 

In consequence of this bold determination, two 
armies began to march early on the morning of the 
twentieth, under the command of Messrs. Roche 
^smd Devereux, from their encampments at the 
Three-Roeks and Vinegar-Hill, toward the m6- 
tr6pc^, smd had proceeded but eleven mile^^ 
when the Royal army , led on l>y General Moore 
and' iLogrd Kaney, appeared in view, at a place 
oOlfid Fooks's MiU. 

Both armies immediately commenced the at- 

iaek,; which lasted wtA vaiious success and great 

obstinacy, on both sides, for seven hours, wheu'the 

United party having expended the whole of their 

anununition, at the very moment that the King's 

troops were on the point of giving way, thought 

proper to retire, and make a good retreat to their 

^originalstaicions osthe Three-RocksandVinegaru 

wL The United force, as usual, did not attempt 

to retreat until Aey had fired their last shot, when 

a powerful army under Lord Dalhousie, were per* 

ceived coming up to reinforce General Moore^ 

This engagement, fought in loose array, over a 

wide extent of ground for seven mSes, was, oft* 

comparison of several accounts, from spectafortf 

of the scene, ^the best fought battle of the itisur- 

Yection war, with respect to.pmtions, man<^vre% 

E 
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.and evolutions of the fields on both sides. Fronts 
the nature of the ground, the great, body of the 
pike-men could not be brought into action, so that 
there were not more of the United army engaged 
than about two-thirds of the number of the army- 
opposed to them, whose loss too is said to be co»- 
siderably greater than theirs: but. although Gen. 
Moore's dispatches concerning the engagement, 
have been published, yet, as was the general c\ie«» 
tom, the list of the killed and wounded of his mea 
has been suppressed v whereas it was confidently 
asserted that sixteen hundred of the United partjf 
perished. 

Repulsed at Fo^ce VMill, die Umted army vrs^ 
cbbg^d^to adqpt a deleosive j^n. They hoped ta 
maintain at least some of their posts imtil the arri^ 
,val of a French army should alter the state of af- 
fairs* They intended not, however, to omit any 
opportm^ of annoying their cqsponents in &e in* 
terim ; and the main body of their forces defeated 
dt Arklow, and now .posted on Limerick-Hill, 
moved under Mn Edward Fitzgerald to Vinegap- 
Hill. On the.same day, tlie 20& of June, a consi* 
d6nd>le body of «x>ops, whichhad arrivedfrom Bal^^ 
linglass, under the command of Lieut. GenL Dun^ 
das, furnished with a powerful train erf artillery, 
marched from Hacket's-Town, to attack the Unit- 
ed force at Tinnehely j but these had retreated, 
foid tfiusmfO^QU Kik0(Kai^HiB> aiofty emifieoc^ 



\ 
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two miles distant from the town of Carnew. This 
anny, at whose head were Meiisrs. Byrne and- 
M^Cormick, had intended to 'surprise Racket's- •' 
Town, but were prevented by the arrival of the 
troops under Oimdas. These troops, fotmdng a 
junction with those of General Loftus, from TuU 
low, marched to attack the United force on Kilca-% 
vftn. To surround and oblige the whole body to 
aurrender, was thought by many a matter of easy 
accomplishment, but this was judged by General 
IMie, either nc^ practicable, or not advisable ; for, 
after a cannonade on both sides, wi& little es^ecu- 
tion, and tremendous shouts of defiance &om tha 
Uoited party : the Generals, Lofbis and Dundas, 
BMted to Cameiir, and the United army, the nvstae 
rAghtf the 20th of June, directed its march to Vine- 
gar-Hill.' 

Tlie army .uiider Major-General Needham^^ 
moved from AfUow* to Gorey, on the 19th of 
June, a^ thence towards Enniscorthy cm the SOdi, 
aocording to the ponc^rted plan already mtmAon^ 
ed, ofXicutenant-General Lake, and the Govern- 
ment^ that the great station of the United forces at 
Vinegar-Hill, should be surro^ndc^ by his M^es- 
t^& forces, and attacked in aU points at once. For 
diis puxpose, cUfferent annies moyed ^t the same^ 
time from different quarters : one under Lieute- 
nant<i^ieral Hunter, and General Dundas ; ano- 
tWui^r Major-Gep/erals Sir Jam«» Diiff>and 
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• Loftus ; that already mentioned from ArHow ;* 
and a fourth from Ross, under Major-Gene rals 
Johnson, Eustace, aud.Groce, who were to make 
the attack on the town of Enniscorthy. Early on . 
the morning of the 22d, a gencKil assault was made 
on the United force, encamped on Vinegar-Hill,,- 
by Lieutenant-Generals Lake,. Dundas, and Wil- 
fqrd, while the town of Enniscorthy was attacked 
by the Generals Johnson, Eustace, and Groce^ 
which they carried^ after an obstinate resistance 
for some houra, with great slaughter of the United- 
Irish,, whose defence of the place was most won- 
derful, considering that they had but a few pounds 
of powder to distribute to their whole force on the , 
preceding evening ; so that it is astonishing how 
they could venture, with such a scanty provision 
of ammuniticm, to fpve any opposition to an armjr 
of gi^eat and superior force, perfectly equipped 
and appointed, and abundantly provided with eve- 
ry necessary. The United troops, notwithstand- 
ing their defenceless Situation, displayed incredi* 
ble courage and intrepidity before they abandoned 
the town, which they were at lengtli obliged to do, * 
after dreadful slaughter on both sides. All the in- 
habitants who could not be distinguished as Royal- 
ists, were put to the sword^ and the town fired and 
laid in ashes. 

At length after the soldiery had fully sated diem- 
selves in the ccdd blooded slaugUt^r of all suspect- 
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cat perdo&s, Gei;ieral Johnson l^d them to the as* 
cent of Vinegar-Hill, when he detached General *" 
Loftus^ with three thousand men, to occupy a'^mall ' 
deer-park which adjoined Vinegar-HUl. General 
Lc^tus surprised the United lines by the celerity 
of this movement, because the park was steep, and 
the ground Svhich he occupied there was divided 
by stone walls j but by breaking open gaps he had 
his artillery cairried over, by having untackled 
them from the horses.- From thiis position he was ^ 
able to fire into' Hit footer line of the^nemy on his - 
left, with such effect, that some hundreds were af- * 
terwards found dead in their trenches, killed with - 
grape shot. General Loftud made his movement^ 
by a narrow rOad on the left, diverging from the' 
main onie, and then rapidfy ascended the hiB. At 
the same- tittle, Generals Lake, Dundas ancl^Vil-' 
fcftrd, were advancing on the south side. The ar- - 
ray "employed to sujrround thi^ important place^ 
constituted a force of about thirty thousand effect— 
iyfe men, with a formidable train of artillery,-- 
With this^ force, the whole United, army at thisi 
post, in which lay the greater strength of the r^bel*^ 
lion, might have been completely surrounded* 
The attack began at seven o'clock in the morning/ 
of the 22d, with a tremenduotis firkig .of caDnon * 
and-mortars. All the divisions wel*e at their re* : 
spective posts, except that of General Needham^ 
who, either from, neglect or accident, arrivc^dnot 
at hfe appointed position tiffekven^ when th« bu* * 
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siness waa over.. The United force^ after suy-' 
taining with unusual bravery the fire of the artille-' 
ry and small arms, for four hours, retreated and 
fled where the passagie lay open for them, which 
was the avenne intended to have been occupied by 
General Needham. Notwithstan^ng their de- 
fenceless situation, being without ammunition, 
t^ey displayed their usual courage and intrepiditj'^^ 
and it was not until they were out-flanked and 
nearly surrounded, that they at length gave way,, 
leaving behind them alt their cannon and camp 
equipage* As civil are always more bloody thaa 
foreign wars,, the slaughter was immense, for no 
quarter seems to have been given upon this occa- 
sion^ as those who escaped the incessant vollies of 
iAusq,uetry and grape, when overtaken, perished bj" 
tjie merciless bayonet. 

Th« vanquished aiwf slaughtered army, after 
hastily forming themselves into one immense 
column, headed by Messrs. Edward Fitzgerald^ 
Jbhh Deveireux, jun.^ and Garret Bymey retreated 
by the positioii before mentioned, which General. 
Keedham was to have occupied, and marched by 
the i^a&t sicte of the Slaney, where they fell m witfah 
siistnsiig party under Mr. Roche, and two or tfa^ee 
ncttable enthusksstical priests^^ who were also too^ 

i ^rOf sdiaeo, tb& Ihjmaii GathoUtf Piltsts wtfre fbe • 
kast quiilified fpr f«ats of arm? and military conduct* Ye t - 
iktf bciflg tli« iodiYiduals tQ lybom tbe^lower clast of sq-^ ' 
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fete for die engagement, as fhey only arrived just 
at the commencement of the retreat of the United 
force, which however they covered with their men, 
from Darby-Gap, and restrained the career of five 
thousand cavahy that were in full pursuit of the 
rctreaters. 

Vinegar-Hill being thus recovered, excesses, as 
must be expected in such a state of aifairs^ were 
committed in all the adjacent towns, with horrid 
circumstances of barbarity, by the regular soldiery^ 
particularly by the Hessian troops, who made no 
distinction between the King's loyal subjects^, and 
the revolters, some thousands of whom were kill- 
cd after straggling from Ae main body, after the 
battle. Among other acts of cruelty, perpetrated 
at this lamentable period, was the firing of the hos- 
pital of the United Irish, m which numbers of sick 
and wounded were burned to ashes* 



ciety paid the most personal subservience and obedience, 
it was con«<Jcr«d good policy by all ihc Chiefs to make use 
•f ihcm as instruments for the moment, in harranguing 
and enforcing their new levies to isubordination. The few 
oFlbctt who had debased their ministry by turning sol-- 
diers, were cither ferociously fanatical, or proBigately 
hypocritical : ««ch characters were superemmently adapt- 
ed as tools to aid in the system o€ regular organization. 
It i»to be lamented, however, and c^ never be sufficir 
ently deprecated, that men should so far pollute the sacred . 
character, a> to convert the ipild and persuasiyj wej^ 
of the Evangelist intQ th© cxtcr»tnatiDfi woj:d.«£ bU>«*. 
aa4 devastation*' 
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The Council was so anxious to carry the pEn '• 
proposed by Mr. Hay, for the salvation of Wex- - 
ford, that they sent for Lord Kingsborough j when • 
it was agreed upon that three deputations should 
be sent from the Council to the three different ar- 
mies approaching the town, lest one might not be 
able to effect its purpose ; and it was also thought "- 
most prudent that Lord Kirigsborough should not • 
leave the town, but that in case^ of an amnesty, itr 
should b^ surrendered' to him, as military com- - 
mandcr ; and Aat Mr. Jacob, who was present, ^ 
should reassume the office of Mayor ; so that this - 
would ibe= putting all kind of civil and noilitary > 
authority into tiiie same hands in which they were 
before the commotions.- 

Mr. -Hay and Mr. M*Manus, were accordingly, 
appointed to proceed to the army of Oulard, witli 
the proposal of the Council of Wexford, and , 
Lord KingsborougVs dispatches: others were de- - 
puted,'on K£e mission, to Enniscorthy and Tagh- • 
noon. - 

Lx>rd Kingsboroughj' joyfuHy assenting to the. 
proceedings of the Council, set about writing dis-* 
patches to- the several Chiefs of his Majesty's ar- 
w^ approaching the town,' informing them^ ^'That 
« the town of Wexford would surrender to him, 
"and in eo^sequencc of the behaviour of those ia 
?* the town, during tih^e rebeHioii, they should all be - 



CIVIL WAR m IRELAND. S7 

" protected in person and property, murderers eai> 
" eepted, and those who had instigated otliers to 
'^ commit murder -y, hoping these terms might be 
" ratified, as he pledged bis honor, in the most 
" solemn manner,, to have these terms fulfilled on 
** jhe town being surrendered to him*^ 

With these dispatches were enclosed, as a fur- 
ther documejfit, the following proposals from the 

peojje of Wexford " That Messrs. Hay, and 

" M'Manus, shall proceed from Wexford toward 
" Oulard,, appointed by the inhabitants of all reli-^ 
" gious persuasions, to inform the oflSccr com- 
" manding the King's troops, that they are ready 
^ to deliver up the town of Wexford, without op- 
^ position, to lay down their arms, and return to 
" their alle^ance, provided that their persons and. 
" properties are guaranteed by the commanding 
•^ officer : and that they will use every influence 
'' in their power to induce the people of the coun- 
" try at large to return to their aUegiajice. 

" Signed, by order of the inhabitants of Wex- 

"ford, 

" MATTHEW KEUGH, 

« Wexford, June SI, 1798." 

AH matters being thus aiTangedby the Council, 
and that Lord King'sborougb had written his dis- 
patches^ enclosing the proposal of all the principal . 
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ilkhaintai^ azid people of Wexford, the deputies' 
s«t out, bearing these credentials, and proceeded' 
a« far as Castle-Bridge,- wh(»re finding that the 
King^s troops, ^hicb had been stationed at Oulard, 
bad moved toward Enniscorthy, they thought it 
best to direct their course thither. As yet they 
had met witfi nope but women and children, who 
were bewailing their wretched condition in the 
most piteous strains. Shordy after, however, they' 
met the sanguinary Morgan Byrne, a fellow of the ' 
same stamp with the efi^ecrable Dixon, and who 
was his principal associate the day of the horrid 
and brutal massacre,.and whose cowardice and cm- 
dty were equally, conspicuous. This wretch, at" 
tcr accosting th6 gentlemen deputies in* the moat 
abrupt and savage manner, vowing de'atlr and des- 
truction against them as spies, set out with the ex- 
press intention to gain over a party of the strag.^ 
glers from camp, to way-lay and put them to death, 
but happily by this time the most infernal of his ac- 
cojl^lices, who acted with him heretofore, having 
a just horror of his crimes, now refused to assist- 
him in the undertaking. Soon afterthe gentlemen , 
arrived in sight of the army at Darby-Gap. They, 
then hoisted a flag of truce ; and coidd descry the 
country all along between th^t and Enniscorthy, iii^ 
a most dreadful situation , houses en fire, dead - 
men and women, strewed in numbers incredible, 
along the roads and in the fields ; wliiie the regii* 
lar soldiers were hunting' for such as miglit be coui..^- 
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«^aled m the ditches, and bringing down every 
'^rson they met : in fine, it was altogether a dread* 
liiLpicture exhibiting all the horrors of war ! Ma- 
-jor-General Sir James. DufF, who happened to be 
.4irith the first of the soldiery that the messengers 
met, conducted them witfi great ^care to Genersd 
Lake, the Commander-in-Chief > to whom they de- 
livered their dispatches. 

Hue .^mains of.Ennisconhy and all tlie sur-^ 
rounding vUlages exhibited a dreadful aspect, as 
Ae greater part of the houses, which had escaped 
'Until the action of Vin^gar-Hil], were still on fire j. 
•and the houses which had been used, as hospitals 
hj the vanquished :part^, and which were set oa 
fire with all the patients in them, . continued bumr 
ing until .their arrival, when they beheld scraps 
of the dead bodies Still hissing in &e embe^. 

The news of the deputies' arrival having quick^ 
ly spread through the town, numbers of officers 
and gendemen of their acquaintance crowded a- 
rqund them ; some anxious to hear of their friends, 
Vrhile others expressed how disappointed ihey 
would be, if hindered to demolish Wexford, with 
all the.conconutaijit horrors and attrocities usual on 
such dreadful and shocking occasions ! some had 
the savage indecency even to mention some young 
ladies by name, who diey intended should expe- 
rience the eJfecta of their hm^ psvssions before 
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they would put them to death ; but these inten- 
tions they feared would be frustrated by the pro- 
posal of the people of Wexford :-^— others wished 
the extermination of all Catholics !— nsome enquir- 
ed of their friends and relations, and amidst these 
horrors were not destitute of humanity. 

While the gentlemen messengers were thus list- 
ening to many, of various descriptions, making 
those sanguinary and brutal dedarations, Mi^or 
General Sir James Duff kindly entreated them 
to go and remain in the house wher^ the Com- 
tnandei^-in«Chief was, and, by no means, to re* 
main in the streets, for that if diey did, he enter- 
tained great apprehensions they might faS a sacri* 
fice to the furious disposition of many persons im 
military array, and cautioned them to be particu- 
larly careful of themselves, for, if they were to 
meet with any accident, it might put a stop to any 
further negociation On so desirable an object as 
they were endeavouring to obtsdn. Messrs* Hay 
and M*Manus then went to General Lakers quar- 
ters, where they continued the whole of that day, 
and remained the whole of that night also, as up- 
on demanding an answer to the dispatches, the 
Commander-in-Chief declared that they should 
not get it until the next morning. Messrs. O'Hea 
and Cloony arrived two hours after Messrs. Hay 
aud. M'Manus in Enmscorthy. They, having 
taken die road direct from Wexford, iftet the 
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•ttisun body of the routed army on their retreat; 
and the several Chiefs, having first read the die* 
patches and proposal, pernutted them, after ex- 
pressing their disapprobation of their contents, to 
be forwarded iirithout further interruption: they 
were not sealed, to obviate the danger such a step 
might occasion. 

Messrs. Burk and Carty, proceeded to Tagh- 
mon, and delivered their proposal and dispatches 
to Genei*al Moore^ who had already begun his 
•march, which he pursued until he came in sight of 
a great coiicotB*se of people, on the mountain of 
Forth. He then halted, and sent back Mr. Cartr 
toLord Kingsborougfa, with directions to return to 
lum with further accounts of the state of the coun- 
try, and new dispatches. The United army, on 
their defeat at Enniscorthy and Vinegar-Hill, re- 
treated along the eastern bank of the Slaney, over 
Carrig-Bridge, and soon to the Mountain of Forth, 
where they were now observed by General Moore, 
and so occasioned Mr. Cart}^s return to Wexford, 
for further information. On the arrival of the in- 
surgent army at the mountsdn, several discussions 
. took place, relative to the proposals.for the surren- 
der of the town of Wexford ; into whidi many of 
them could not finally be restrained from coming. 
Among tibese, there were some of the principal 
Chiefs^ who, apprehensive of their situations, ex- 
ited everymeans in their power to prevent an ac- 
F 
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eommodation, although earnestly wished for hf 
Mr. Harvey, and the Council, as well as by die 
great body of the people. Lord Kingsborough, 
after he had assumed the military command of the 
town, went to die house where the Chiefs were m 
council, and he no sooner appeared, than they in- 
sisted that his Lordship, and the other officers, 
should come out to their camp, in order, as tbey 
said, to procure the like tenns for themsQlves and 
their army, as for the Council and inhabitants of 
"tyesford. His Lordship and the officers should 
<;ertainly have gone out to camp on this occasion, 
but for the interfereace of Mr, Fitzgerald, assisted 
by the timely interposition of the right reverend 
doctor Caulfield, the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Ferns, who dissuaded them from such a measure, 
as endjmgering the lives of the prisoners, should 
they leave the town. Lord Kingsborough having 
given the most solemn assurances to the brave but 
ill-fated Chiefs, that they, and the people of their 
baronies, should have as good terms as he had pro- 
mised the inhabitants of We:jLford, consented tp 
his remaining iii town, some of whom remained 
with him, but the greater number returned to their 
camp, determined not to lay down their arms until 
jtliese terms wpuld be perfectly secured. 

It was Lord Kingsborough*s own propo^, thai 
tVic Chiefs and their men should keep the fieW, 
^and appear as formidably fis possible, untjl they 
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il^ould secure the same terms with the Council and 
inhafaitaiits of Wexford, which it was naturally 
supposed would be ratified : and it is mUch to be 
lamented that General Lake was dificient in the 
humanity and braver}'' peculiar to a generous con* 
queror, otherwise he would have granted tlie rea- 
sonable terms demanded, and which good policy 
so strongly dictated. This would have put an end 
to any further disturbance, and peace would* have 
been inrmediactely restored ; nor would the deso^- 
lation, which afterwards disfigured the country, at 
an have tsdcen place ;; and the lives of thousands sa- 
crificed tcrthfe fury of the times, would have been 
secured y. whHe it would have ensured the cer- 
tain punishment of all muixierers and assasins, ma^ 
ny of whom, by the conduct that was pursued, 
cscap^id the end that w:as so justly due to their 
enormous crimes. The amnesty-bill afterward 
secured the greatest part of the benefits claimed 
by the proposals, with the exception of ofiicers ; 
who, if they had not relied on the granting of 
these terms, would not have remained in Wexford, 
but wotdd have proceeded with the remains of the 
United force, and. so have saved their lives, as 
well as othei-s. who fought their .way, and at length 
c^taittf^ favorable tern^ ; so that all tlie evil con- 
sequences that ensued, are attributable to tiie im- 
po^cy of refusing the proposed terms, which, had 
tkere been a possiUli^ of obtaining Lord Cora- 
wailis's sentiments, Mrould have been re^ily com- 
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plied with ; but unfortanately for poor Ireland^ 
that brave and dignified nobleman had landed in 
the kingdom but the day before, and his wise and 
humane system could not be sent forward to coun» 
teractthat which existed before his arrival. 

The townsmen of Wexford, whose humanity 
had been so conspicuous in every place they were 
quartered, were now posted on the several goals^ 
for the protection of the prisoners from the infer* 
nal fury of Captain Dixon,* who, .it was appre- 
hended, would a second time take advantage of the 
defenceless state of Wexford, and again recom* 
mence his deeds of Uood, in which he appeared so- 
much to delight. 

On the 23d. the rcvolters encamped at Wexford 
und the mountain, formed a junction outside the 
town,.and divided themselves into two bodies.: the 
one under the command of Messrs.. Philip Rochei^ 
and John. Devereux, marched into the barony of 
Forth, and encamped that night at Sledagh ; the 
other, under the conduct of Messrs. Edward Fitz-- 



# 

* Most, if not all the massacres perpetrated in Wexford , 
vrere laid at the door of this infuriated and saoguinary. 
monster, \vho yet had an unfortunate ascendancy ovec 
the very worst and most fanatical part of the cowardly 
wretches ivho would not fight, and who were now by a ' 
general proclamation doomed to •uffcrusstaat death,. i£ 
discevcred at camp.. 
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gers^ Pcny, and Edward Roche, proceeded over 
the bridge to Peppord's Castle, where they took 
their station for that night. Early on the foUow- 
rngmomitig, the execrable Dixon, aa was appre- 
hended, entered Wexford, at the head of his drun- 
ken rabble, to renew the diabolical cruelties he had 
been unfortunately able to put in esCecution there 
before, in the absence of the inhabitants', who-were 
now returned, and determined to protect the re-- 
siaining prisoners at the risque of their own lives. 
Thia they were happily able to effect, as the mur-; 
derers were too cowardly to attempt any thing that 
portended danger to themselves. No one was 
therefore put to death on this day, but a Mr. Har« 
mim, who was going out with Mr. Carty, topene-- 
ral Moore, to whom they were now proceeding on 
a second mission, with fresh dispatches from Lord 
Kingsborough. They had but just got outride 
the town, when unfortunately met by a furiousi 
maniac, named Timothy Whelan, who instandy 
shot Mr. Harman, and snapped a pistol at Mr.^ 
Carty, who then thought it prudent to retuiii, thus 
narrowly, escaping, with life. This ruffian sdter-- 
wards hxkd the audaci^ to attempt the life of Lord 
Kingsborough in order to put an .end at once to 
all accommodation, not meeting with his approba- 
tion : he would have been ordered, for instant ex-- 
ecution by the Governor, but for fear of irritating. 
^ ©rcat body of the populace, too ready on such^ 
¥ 2 
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occasions, and in such turbid times, to mistake des- 
peracy for heroism, and to attempt the most vio- 
lent deeds themselves, if thwarted in their inclina- 
tions, or bymeddlingsudderly with their fevoritcs. 

General Moore, although he had orders not to 
proceed farther than Taghmon on that day, that he 
might co-operate in the general attack on Wex- 
ford, yet from the present complexion ofafiairs, 
advanced toward that town, having perceived the 
departure of the revolters from the Mountain of 
forth, and having been also informed by Captain 
Bourke, of the peaceable disposition of the Wex- 
ford people. In addition to which he could him- 
self, from the commanding elevation of the rood 
netook, observe the retreat of the United force, 
before he ventured into the town ; which, after the 
most minute circumspection. Captain Boyd entei>- 
ed with his troop of cavalry. A great number of 
straggling wretches of country people, \frere put to 
death on this triumphant occasion* 

All the green ornaments, that had been so con- 
spicuously exhibited hitherto, were now torn 
down ; and some persons, who but the moment 
before appeared ansdous to demonstrate their ^ 
friendship for the people, changed sides as quick as 
lightning, and endeavoured to exhibit every symp- 
tom of loyalty. General Moore, on consultation 
with Icr J Kingsboraugh, thought it most advisable 
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not to let his troops into the town, which it had 
been determined to annihilate previous to the ne- 
gotiation, and in consequence of this circumstance, 
of which the army was perfectly aware, it required 
the utmost precaution to prevent its being plunder- 
ed, sacked and destroyed, with the attendant atro- 
cities. The town's people now felt the utmoait 
anxiety, at riot receiving any answer cither to their 
own proposal or lord Kingsborough's dispatches, 
and as even those which had "been forwarded to 
General Moore himself, he had sent off, request- 
mg further orders from General Lake- Gcner4 
Moore now took his station on the Wind-mill hill», 
taking every precaution, and having the advantage 
of a large park of artillery j while the situation it- 
self completely commanded the town of Wexford. 
^Several war vessels took their station outside of 
the harbour, to attack the fort of Rosslare, which 
was peviously abandoned for the want of amuni- 
tion to defend it, and thersfore, they thence pro- 
ceeded opposite the town, completely commanding- 
the great bridge and adjacent strand; so that 
Wexford was now thoroughly invested both by 
lan.d and water. No sooner had the army entered 
the town, than all the wounded men in the hospital 
were put to the sword, and a number of straggling 
inhabitants lost their lives, notwithstanding the 
most express orders of Gener.d Moore, that no 
kind of excess should be committed. 
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At 3 o'dock, A. M. of die 23d, the trumper 
sounded for the army to march from EmHSCorthy^^ 
and every one was on foot as soon as possible. 
Shcwrtly after, the deputies were required to wait 
on General Lake, who delivered his answer to 
the pi^oposal of the inhabitants of Wexford to Mr. 
Hay, and desired him to read it*- It was in sub- 
stance to this effect : That Lieutenant General 
Lake could not attend to any terms by people in 
*arms against their sovereign ^-—while they conti* 
' nue so, he must use .the force entrusted to him,^ 
with the- utmost energy for their destruction. 

On reading this, Mr. Hay expressed his sur- 
prise, and that such an answer could not be pre-- 
aented to the people of Wexford, as it did not ra- 
tify the terms solemnly promised by Lord Kings-- 
borough ; but General Lake would not allow fur- 
ther explanation on the subject, as he declared in 
language the most insolent and savage, that he 
would not- confirm any promise made by Lord 
Kingsborou^, to whose dispatches he would nott 
even return any answer. He then ordered that 
the deputies should be conducted by an oflicer,^*; 
whom he named, to the head of the army, whence 
they should proceed to Wexford, and thence to 
return to him, with all convenient speed, with 
the determination of the inhabitants, * as he petu- 
lendy mentioned, he would not discontinue the 
march of the troops^ and that if any fatality should 
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hajypen to Lord Kingsborough^ or any of the pri- 
soners, notking should dissuade him from his o« 
rigmal intention of aomhilating the tOMrn* Mr. 
Hay was ifeo warned by him, on pain of deadi, 
to return to him with a positive answer, and to 
bring Lord Kingsborough along with him ; and 
that if any tlung should happen to the officer or 
deputies,, in ccxisequence of having brought the 
dispatches and fHToposal, the town of Wexford was 
not to be spared. The deputies were then led to 
the head of the army. by a General officer, and 
they set off with all expedition, to avoid, as much 
as posttbk, the horrid spectacle of the dead bodies 
oi men and women, strewed along the roads, and 
pver the adjacent fields, some bearing marks of 
the most savage and indecent crueky ; some with 
their bowels ripped open, and others wHh their 
brsdns dashed out j situations which they did not 
at aU exhibit the day before ! ! ! 

On their arrival at General Needham's division, 
encamped at Ballenkeele, the deputies requested 
an escort, to be conducted safe to Wexford, which 
was immediately granted, but while getting rea^^ 
they were surrounded by several dficers and 
Orangemen, who expressed like savage sentiments 
with those they had heard the day before at Ennis** 
corthy ; and it was truly astonishing to hear men 
of such rank and education as they were, making 
nseof such l2tng;uagc.- Some, however, express^ 
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ed anxiety, tettfpcied with humanity. The es* 
cort being got ready, consisting of a trodp of ca». 
valry and a trumpeter, commanded by Captain 
Wayne, they set off, and could learn nothing 
along the road but the mournful lamentations of 
women, the country having been abandoned by 
the men ! When they came in sight of Wexford, 
the trumpet was sounded, and a white flag hoisted 
to announce the arrival of the depuUes, who did 
not learn that the town had surrendered to General 
Moore, untiltheyantvedatdiel^idge leading to 
the town, when they beheld the prisOn-ship, zsA 
several other vessels on fire— many more w«re a& 
terwards bmned, and all the ships in the harbour 
that were not consumed, were so far considered 
as prizes taken from the enemy, that the owners 
were obliged to pay salvage ! 

When the draw43ridg!B was let down, Mr. Hay 
waited onX>ord Kingsborough, to whom he made 
Icnown the orders he had to bring him to General 
Lake ; but his Lordslup declared he could not 
posstbly comply, as he had beenappointed'to com- 
mand in the town* He however wrote a letter^ .eat* 
cusing his attendance ; and on receipt of this, Mrv 
Hay set off, with Captain Wayne and his troop of 
horse, which had by this time crossed the bridge, 
in order to return to General Lake, whom they met 
a little outside the town, as, on hearing what had 
happened^hc moved forward with all expedition- . 
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ThcpreservationofAis town must be recorded 
as a wonderful event, as its destrucdon seemed as 
determined as that of Nineveh ; and yet its state, 
dien and now, bearing so few marks of depredati- 
on or direption of any kind, is a circumstance that 
has surprised all who have visited it since, and who 
observed the desoladon that prevailed in all other 
directions where disturbances had existed. 

Relying on the fsuth of Lord Kingsborougli's 
promises of complete protection of persons and 
properties, several of the Chiefs remained in the 
town of Wexford, unconscious of any reason to 
ai^rehend danger ; but they were soon taken up 
and committed to goal* Mr. P* Roche, one of 
the most leading Generals, had such confidence in 
tliese assurances, and was so certain of obtaining 
similar terms for himself and others, that he left 
Mr. Devereux, and the army, at Sledagh, in full' 
hopes of being permitted to return in peace to their 
homes, and was on his way to Wexford, unattend* 
cd and unarmed, coming, as he thought, to receive 
Jl confirmation of the conditions, and so litde ap-. 
prehensive of danger, that he advanced within the 
jines before he was recognized, when all possibility 
of escape was at an end. He was instantly dragg- 
ed from his horse, and in a manner that would dis- 
grace the most savage barbarians, was taken up to 
camp on the Wind-mill hijls, pulled by the hiiir, 
licked, ^ffetted, and at length hauled dov/n to the 
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goal in such a condition as scarcely to be knoviu 
His codleague, Mr. Devereux, whom he had left, 
in expectation of being permitted to surrender on 
the terms held out by the Council, and so solemn- 
ly pledged by Lord Kingsborou^ waited his ar- 
rival, but at last being informed of his fate, aban- 
doned, with the hapless people, all idea of <peace, 
and set o£P with the utmost celerity through the 
barony of Forth. 

From the encampment at Ballenkeele, com- 
manded by General Needham, detachments were 
sent out to scour the country. They burned all 
the surrounding chappels, besides, every house 
belonging to the revolters. In short, death and 
desolation were spread throughout the countr)^, 
which was searched and hunted so that scarcely a 
man escaped ; and the old, who were feeble and 
decriped with age, and who could not therefore 
easily move out of the way, as well as the young 
and tender females, werie the victims on this occa- 
sion, as almost all the men, who had the use of 
their limbs and intellects had previously made off 
with the main body of the people. The dead bo- 
dies were to be seen scattered about, with their 
throats cut across and mangled in the most shock- 
ing manner. It is scarcely possible to describe all 
the horrors and devastations that took place, as all 
the attrocities of war were most woefully exhibited. 
The fair sex became the prey of the lustful sol- 
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Sjery | and female beauty which at all other times, 
ijiay be considered a blessing, now became a curse^ 
as women paid dearly for their personal charms, 
vrhich failed not to augment the general brutality 
of these odious and detestable deeds ! What must 
be the pangs of a mother on seeing her beloved fa* 
rourite child, dragged from her by the ruffian 
hands of an unfeeling monster, gloryiog in his bar- 
Jbarity, and considering his crime meritorious in 
proportion to its enohnity j spreading death and 
disease to the utmost extent of his depraved capa^ 
cit>' ! The Hompesche dragoons are held in pecu- 
liar remembrance on this occasion. Indeed, the 
-ferocity of the Royal soldiery in general was such^ 
-at this period, that the women and children, 
through the country, even now arc worked up to 
the highest pitch of horror at the sight of a military 
man, as bringing to their recollection all the barbar- 
ous scenes of which they had been formerly wit- 
nesses ! Notwithstanding the abonunations of the 
vilest of pikemen,.it is a well established fact, that 
during the period of their uncontroulable sway, no 
female, not even one of the wives and daughter* 
of those whom they considered their greatest ene- 
mies, ever suffered any kind of violation fromt 
them ; and their general respect for the sex is as 
true as it is wonderful ; and their forbearance in 
'this psffticular is as remarkably civilised as the con- 
duct of the King's troops was savage, sparing nei- 
G 
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liier friend nor foe in their indiscriminate and li« 
centious brutality. . 

The country about Gorey had been almost to- 
tally deserted by all the male inhabitants, on the 
approach of the army under General I^eedham. 
Some of the armed Royalists, who formerly de- 
serted it, returned to Gorey on the day of the ac- 
tion of Vinegar-Hill, and on finding no officer 
of the army, as wais expected, to command there, 
they, with many others, who returned along with 
them, scoured the country round, and killed great 
numbers in their houses, besides all the stragglers 
they met, most of whom were making their way 
home imarmed from the United force, who were 
then believed to be totally discomfited. These 
transactions being made ]cnown to the great body of' 
the insiu^ents, encamped at Peppard's castle, they 
resolved to retaliate, and directly marched for 
Gorey, whither they had otherwise no intention 
of proceeding. The armed Royalists and their 9s^ 
sociates, whose conduct had been so conspicuous 
on the day before, made some shew of resistance, 
having proceeded some litde distance outside th$i 
town, as it were boldly to meet the force coming 
against them ; buit upon the near approach of the 
• United Irish, they fled back with the utmost pre- 
cipitation ; and thence, accompanied by a great 
many others, hastened toward Arklow, but were 
pursued a3 far as Cpolgreneyi withterrible slaugh- 
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ter. The United Irish had been exasperated to 
this vengeance, by discovering through the coun- 
tiy as they came along, several dead men, wiA 
their sculls split asunder, Aeir bowels ripped open 
and their throats cut across ; besides a number of 
dead women, and children: they even met the 
dead bodies of some women, about which the sur- 
viving children were creeping, and bewailing 
themj poor innocents ? with piteous cries ! These 
sights hastened the insurgent force to Gorey, 
where their exasperation was considerably aug- 
mented by discovering the bodies of several men, 
who had been hanged the day before, devouring by 
pigs in the streets, others recently shot, and some 
still expiring. 

After die return of the United f(»>ce from the 
pursuit, several persons were found lurking in the 
town, and brou^t before Mr. Fitzgerald, partictt*- 
larly Mr. Peppard, sovereign of Gorey ; but from 
thn gendeman's age and respectability,he was con- 
sidered incapable of being accessaxy to the perpe^ 
tration of the horrid cruelty whidh provdced and 
prompted diis sudden revenge, and he and otibers 
were saved, jM'Otectcd^ and set at liberty* At this 
critical time the newa of die burning of Mr. Fitff« 
gerald's house, and aB the houses of the several 
chiefs from his neighbourhood, arrived ; and had 
the smallest seed of rancour or cruelty existed ia 
the mind of such a sufferer, he mig^t have, so ftr 
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felt it, on this occasion, as not to restrain the Unit- 
ed force from exteriniiiating Gorey, wliich they 
were loudly proclaiming as a just retaliation for 
the devastation committed on so great a favorite of 
the people. The magnanimity and forbearance of 
Mr. FitEgerald, with many others, at so trying % 
crisis, are truly remarkable, as forgetfiil of such 
great personal injury, he exerted, with others, his 
utmost endeavors to restrain the insurgents, who 
vociferated hourly for vengeance for their favorites, 
and succeeded in leading them off from Gorey ; 
when, after a slight repast, they resumed their in- 
tended route, rested that night at the White-Heaps 
on Crcghan Mountain, and on the 24th set oiFfor 
the Mountains of Wicklow.^ 

In ^ midst of thtse scenes of^^boilaiid slao^- 
ter, it must not be forgotten, that Marquia Cor&;» 
wallis arrived in Dublin, on the 20th of June, 17989 
with a plenitude of power exceeding that of his^ 
predecessor, by the suprenfiacy of the military com* 
mand having been superadded to the civil govern-^ 
ment of the cou»tr}% This appointment in this cri» 
lical juncture, sq)pears under Providence to have 
been the immediate salvation of Ireland, not only 
by putting an immediate check upon the uncon- 
trouled ferociousness of the Royal soldiery, by 
stopping military executions, suspending the sen* 
tences of courts-martial, till he had himself revised 
the minutesj by converting the system of coercion 
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«nd terrorism into that of conciliation, by gaining 
the affections of the people, by drawing upon him*' 
self the hatred of the Irish government, by bringing 
to bear the incoiporate union \rith Great Britainy 
as the efficient means of redressing popidar grieve 
ances |and crushing the seeds of perpetual feuds 
and acrimony kept up chiefly by the subsistence of 
a factious and ferocious government* Immedi-^ 
ateiy on the arrival of this illustrious Englishmafiy 
he assumed the reins of government. In the first 
days ofhis administration the old system of slaugh-* 
ter was completely acted upon in the final setdement 
of the Wexford commotions. This instantly con*' 
vinced his excelleney of the imperious necessity of 
that total change of system, which was soon after 
established throughout the kingdom,, so much to the 
honor of the chief governor and to the welfare of 
the BriUshEmpire. These posthumous acts of the 
extorted system of coercion in the final scenes atr 
Wexford, will be properly noticed at present, be^^ 
fore we draw the attention of the reader to the 
progress of the rebellion in other parts of the King^ 
<)om*^ 

After the total evacuation of the town of Wex-- 
ford by the United forces, under, a general confi* 
ience thattheir treaty with Lord Kingsborough 
would have been inviolably observed. General 
Lake entered the town on the 24th of June, in the 
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morning, and remained there, irith his staff for fie« 
veral days, in the house. lately occupied by Mr* 
Keugh the Rebel governor* Akhough. the towor 
liras providentially not delivered over to be sacked 
and demolished by the nalitary, yet the goals wein© 
soon immensely crowded, as ahnost every one of 
the priticipal inhabitants were taken up andarraign* 
ed for treason* Mr. Keugh and some others had 
remained at Lord Kingsborough's lodgplngs, and 
after the surrender of the town, guards were placed 
on them for two days, when they were removed 
to the goal* , Mr» Cornelius Grogan was taken at 
his seat at Johnstown where he had remained un» 
conscious of any danger until conducted to prison*. 
Mr. B.Harvey the late Commander-in-Chief had 
gone to his residence at Bargy-Castle, in plenary 
confidence that the terms agreed upon with Lord 
Kingsborough, would be ratified, and under that 
conviction he had intended to remain at his resi* 
dence, until learning that the conditions would be 
violated, he hastened with the fatal news to Mr* 
Colclough.^ Thb gentleman had previously takei^ 
hiskdy and child to one of the Saltee Islands,, 
where he thought to have weathered out the storm 
oif the angry timcin a cave, which he had resorted 
to for concealment* Thither Mr. Harvey also- 
repaired j they were all soon discovered, and the 
news of their being taken arrived in Wexford, while 
they were noaking the harbour in a boat. Thia 
attracted a great number of military to the quay^ 
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cttriQus to sec them brought in, and amidst thb 
concx^urse Mr. Harvey, and Mr, Colclough and 
his lady were landed. The gentlemen were thea 
led through the gazing multitude to prison, where 
they were confined in condemned ceUs». 

A court martial was instantly instituted for the 
trial of prisoners on charges of treason. Amidst 
the many who were immediately sacrificed by this 
sanguinary tribunal, were Messrs. P. Roche and 
Keugh. The entrance of the great bridge was the 
scene fixed on for the place of execution. The 
head of Mr. Keugh was separated from his body^ 
and placed on a pikQ over the front of the court-^ 
house* 

Tteir bodies, together with those of others exe* 
cutcd at the same time, were stripped, and treated 
with the utmost brutality and indecency, previous 
to their being thrown over tlie bridge. 

Messrs. Grogan, Harvey, Coldoug^ and Pen^ 
der^ast were tried on the following day and exe*^ 
cuted ; the heads of Messrs. Grogan and Harvey 
were cut off smd placed upon pikes upon each side 
of the late governor ; their bodies were stripped 
and treated with the usual brutal indecencies, be«» 
fore they were cast over the bridge. These ill-fat* 
ed martyrs of freedom, were of the first rank and 
fortunes in the Kingdom, and had in every respect 
borne the most ami^le characters, particularly tha$ 
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of humanclanlords, acharactcrunfortunatdy rare- 
ly found in this unhappy land. In common with? 
all tEe chiefs executed at this time, they displayed 
a calm intrepidity of spirit, and a dignity of de- 
portment tempered with mildness, which com-* 
manded the admiration and esteem of the specta^ . 
tors. Mr. J. Kelley, an heroic chief, whose cou- 
rage and intrepidity had been so conspicuous at 
the battle of Ross, now lay ill in a private house 
in Wexford, of a wound which he had received in 
that engagement ; he was taken prisoner from hiy 
bed, tried and condemned to die, and brought on 
a car to the place of execution* His head was cut 
0% axid his body, after the aecustomed brutality, 
was thrown over the bridge, the head, however^ 
was reserved for other exhibition. It was first 
kicked about on the custom-house quay, and then 
brought up into the town, thrown up and treated 
in the same manner opposite the house in which 
his sister lodged, in order that she might viey^ 
this new and sav^e game at foot-baQ, of which,^ 
when the players were tired, the head was placed 
in the exalted situation to which it had been conr 
desaned, abovethatof Mr* KeughV 

The country surrounding Wexford for many, 
miles exhibited nothing but death and desolation,, 
which was searched and hunted so severely, that 
scarcely a man escaped : the old and harmless suf*^' 
fcred^ who werc^scattered about with their tliroats- 
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cut across, and mangled in a manner exceeding 
the usual horrors of war. The soldiery on this oc- 
casion, particularly the dragoons of General Fer- 
dinand Hompesche, were permitted to indulge in 
such ferocity and brutal lust to the fair sex, that 
must perpetuate hatred and horror of the Royal 
army to generations. 

Mountains now, and other devious recesses, 
^ince their expulsion from Enniscorthy and Wex- 
ford, were the only retreats of the United Irish, 
of whom those who remained in arms, endeavored 
by rapid movements from one strong position to 
another to elude the King^s forces, and thus to pro- 
tract the war until the arrival of their foreign jd- 
lies. In the time of the operations already rela« 
ted, by which the revoltcrs of the south were redu** 
ced to this situation, occurrences had elsewhere ta* 
ken place, some of which are to be noticed. " 

■The province of Ulster, where insurrection had 
been most ofall dreaded, and where from the spi* 
ril of the inhabit^its it would, if extensive, have 
been most of all formidable, remained undisturb* 
ed, excepting two districts, where, as the United 
Irish were unsupported, they were soon suppress- 
ed. Neither, from the principles of the northern 
people, the lower classes being better educated,, 
aad of a liberal religion, were the people of thi« 
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quarter guilty, except in one instance, of the de- 
vastation and murder of the southern. 

One of these insurrections was in the county of 
Antrim, in the neighbourhood of the town of that 
name, on the 7th of June. A meeting of magis- 
trates being appointed to be held on that day in 
Antrim, for theprevention of rebellion, the people 
with design of seizing the persons of these, attack- 
ed the town at two o'clock in the afternoon, and 
soon overpowering the troops within it, very near- 
ly gained possession. Major-General Nugent^ 
who commanded in that district, having received 
intelligence of the intended rising, and the imme- 
diate object of it, had ordered a body of troops to 
march to Antrim, who arrived too late to prevent 
them from the execution of their design in the attack 
of the town. They then attacked the United force 
in the town, but their van-guard, consisting of 
cavalry, being repulsed with the loss of forty-three 
men killed and wounded, of whom three were offi. 
cers ; Colonel Durham, brought the artillery tobat- 
|er the town, which obliged the insurgents to aban* 
don it, together with a few curricle guns which they 
had taken from the King's army. They were pur- 
sued toward Shane's-castle and Randalstown, with 
slaughter, and perhaps may have lost in all near 
three hundred. In this engagement Lord O'Neil 
was killed ; a small body also assaulted the town of 
liarne, but received a repulse from the garrisonm 
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the barrack, consisting of a detachment of the Tay 
fcncibles, under a subaltern officer. Feeble at- 
tempts were also made at Balljonenat and Ballycas- 
tle.— The main body afterward retired to Donne- 
gar-HiU, where disgusted with their want of sue** 
cesa and other circumstances, the greater part 
broke or surrendered their arms, and almost all of 
them dispersed, to which they were exhorted by 
a magistrate, named M*Cleverty, who had been 
taken prisoner by them. 

On the day succeeding that of the rising in the 
county of Antrim, a partial insurrection commen- 
ced in that of Down — a body of people making 
their appearance near Saintfield, under the com-^ 
Baand of Doctor Jackson. In their progress 
tJirough the country they set fire to the house of a 
person named Mackee, who had been an inform- 
er of the meeting of United Irishmen : eleven per- 
sons perished in the flames — and circumstances of 
cruelty were shewn not inferior to those of the 
burning at Scullabogue. Electing for their gene- 
ral Mr. Henry Mums, they placed themselves, on 
the 9th in ambuscade, in the neighbourhood of 
Saintfield, awsdtingthe approach ofabody of troops 
under Colonel Stapleton. The ambuscade so far 
succeeded, that the King's troops were for some 
time in danger of total defeat. 1 he infantry, how- 
*^^^> on .whom the cavalry Ivid been driven back 
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with' great slaughter and confusion, rallied sudden". 
ly, and dislodged the insurgent force. 

' Little discouraged by tliis defeat, in which their 
loss was very smaU, the people reassembled, and 
took post at Ballynahinch, on the Wind-mill-Hill, 
in the demesne of Lord Moinu On the 12th Ge- 
neral Nugent, marching from Belfast, and Colo- 
nel Stewart from Downpatrick, formed, with their 
respective divkions, a junction near the Wind- 
miU-HiU, of which they gained possession, toge- 
ther with the town, 'which lies in a valley between 
this hill and the hi^ ground in Lord Moira's de- 
mesne* On the latter the United Irish, four thou- 
sand in number, were posted* Both armies spent 
the night in preparations for battle, which commen- 
ced early in the morning of the lath, while the 
town was in flames, the King^s troops liaving won* 
tonly set it on fire. The action was maintained 
about three hours witli great obstinacy. At length 
the right wing of General Nugent's army was at- 
tacked with such determined fury by the pike-men 
of the enemy, that itfellback'in great confusion on 
the Hiiisborough cavalry, who likewise fell back 
in equal disorder. The want of discipline in the 
new levies, lost what their valor had gained. The 
disordered troops of the Royal army found mean^ 
to rally, while fresh reinforcements entering tht 
demesne, were making. their attack on another 
side. 
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The United force, confused and distracted rc- 
" treated up the hill, and making a stand at its top, 
defended the post for some time with ^eat brave* 
ly, but atiengdi gave way and Aspersed «in all di- 
rections. Their loss appears to haveamoimted to 
about three hundred ; that of the regular army to 
about seventy. The lAain bodyof Ae *. people re* 
tired to the m6untasns of Sly^eve Croob, where 
finding contrary ^to Aeir eiq>ectations that they 
were not headed as in other cpiart^s by men^of dis* 
tinction^ Aey^ufrendered - or .sep^urated returning 
to dieir several homes ; and dius with ihe* executi- 
on of tfieir leaders, as dsewherey terminated this 
veiy short and partial, but Active and'yigoiB(nai6 in- 
surrection, in the* course of which smne ^slighter 
actions had taken plaJce, particularly the attack of 
Portaferry in which the United party were repulsed 
witii considerable loss* 

On the subsiding of this local rebellion in the 
nc»th-eastem quarter of frefeuid, another local re- 
bellion, much inferior in vigour, and very easily 
suppressed, commenced ^in the opposite south- 
western quarter, in tiie county of Cork, exhibiting 
nothing extraordinary or peculiar, it requires littie 
notice. The principal action, and the only one 
which government has thought proper to commu- 
mcate to die public, took place near tiie village of 
BaUynastmthy, where on the 19lh of June, the 
Weastmtath regiment of fencibles, with two six- 
H 
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pounders, under the command of Col. O^Beily^ 
>Kreve attacked on their march from Cloghnakilty to 
' Bandon, by a body of between three and four hun- 
dred men, armed almost with pikes. This was 
only part of the insurgent force here, placed in am- 
' ha^ in a very advantageous position. The attack 
was made from a height on.the left of the columo^ 
flo unexpectedly and rapidly, that the troops had 
scarcely time to fonn ; but the assailants were 
quickly repulsed with great slaughter, and re* 
treated to:the hei^t. Here, if the royal soldiery 
had pursued them, they would probably have. been 
surrounded and slaughtered like the North-Cork 
regiment atOulait, while the regulars were endea- 
vouring to form, a body of United Irish made a 
motion to seize the.cannon, and another body made 
its appearance on the high ,. grounds in the rear; 
but at this critical moment the Cathnese le^o% 
who, on their march to Cloghnakilty, had heard 
the report of the guns, came to their assistance, 
and by a brisk fire put the assailants to flight on ' 
one side, after which those who were on the heights 
behind retired on receiving a few discharges pf the 
artillery* 

, When, from these little Insurrections, so local, 
and of so few days duration^ we return to view the 
proceedings of the Wexfordian insurgents, we ara 
Ltruck with astonishment at their escape from Ge« 
petal Lake. The main toiy, supposed to be fif- 
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t^n thousand in- number, having lost most of thotb 
chiefs, who were men of distinction and propcity, 
directed its march to ScoUogh-gap, an opening iiv 
the great ridge of mount Leinster, which separates 
the counties of Wexford and Carlow, with inten*- 
tion to penetrate into Kilkenny, in hopes of raising 
the colEers, about Castlecomer, who had been in 4- 
stateof disturbance in the year 17^93: upon enter* 
ing the gap, they dispersed a powerful body of the 
Royal troops, who opposed their progress, and 
burned the little town of Killedmond. They also 
defeated a regiment of the 4 th dragoon guards, and 
apart of the Wexford militia, who disturbed, their 
passage over the river Barrow ; some were kiUed, , 
and thirty-seven taken prisoners, of whom sevenr 
condemned as Orangemen, were shot. -Major 
General Sir Charles Asgill, who had marched with * 
his forces to seize the post of Newbridge, arrived" 
too late to stop the progress of the enemy, which 
by a rapid movement had pre-occupied that post, * 
where diey passed the night. The General wa» • 
litewise, on the following dajr, too late at Castle-*- 
coiner for the protection of the town. On the next 
inoming the United troops descended from the 
Heights upon Castlecomer, atid defeated the Royal 
troops who opposed them . at Coolbawn, a mile 
and a half from that town, of whom they killed a- 
bbut fifty. The town was set on fire, and of this 
conflagi'ation each party accuses the other. It . 
would be pjunful to the reader to wade through tiSfir : 
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particular instances of outrage and barbarity com-^ 
mitted in this quarter on both sides, in burnings 
plundering, msuming, torturing and murdering*- 
These barbarities were practised reciprocally : andf 
it i9 allowed by the best informed and most impar« 
tial persons, that infinitely more cold blood was* 
shed, more property destroyed, more houses burn- 
ed by the Royal troops than by thje people : and it* 
must be noted, as to the abuse and ravishing of the^ 
fair sex,* that whatever gloss or palliation we .may 
derive from the law to throw over the conduct of 
the King's military, that same law would work, bul* 
faintly upon the passions of an indignant and irrita^ 
ted people in open rebellion, towards the prevent 
ttonof retaliatioit... ^ 



* As to this species of outrage^ iciato the honor and fame, 
of the United Irish, universally allowed to have been excld- 
sively on the side of the R6yal soldiery : it produced an 
indignant horror in the councryj which went beyond, but 
prevented retaliation on ihefair sex. It is-a characteristic 
mark o^ the Irish nation, neither to forget nor forgive an 
iusuU or , injury done to the honor of their female rela- 
tives. It has been boasted of by officers of rank in the 
Royal army, that within^ certain large districts a woman ■ 
had not been left nndefiled : and upcm observation in an- 
swer, that the sex must then have been very complying, . 
tlie reply was^ that the bayonet removed all squeamisb- 
ness. 

A government lady of fashion, whose name is made 
xreiition of, having in conversation been questioned as to- 
this difference of condttct tow^irds the seX} in Ibe raguliM^ 
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After the town of Castlecomer had been take* 
by the United troops, they hastily abandoned ift," 
and retired to the high grounds over it, where they 
remained for one nig^t in consultation and advice, 
wiiick ended in a generall resolution to act only t>n 
the defensive untill the arrival of their allies the 
French.' According to this determination, they ~ 
moved from the ridge in the morning of the 25th'- 
of June^ and difecting their inarch ,tO¥rards New* - 
bridge,, took post at a plaee called Kilcomny, on A 
rising ground. Here they were asssfiled on three ^ 
•tdfcs at once on the fi^d^ing morning, by the ar^ 
my^ trf General ISr Charles AsgitU After an hours 
firing of cannon, Ac insurgent troops fearing to be 
surrounded, fled towards the gstp with their usuai 
celerity leaving all their riches and artillery behind ' 
them. Their artillery consiied only of ten light 
pieces, and among the articles of plunder were se- 
ven hundred horses. They bravefy* forced their 



miHtary and the iasurgents, attributed it, in disgust^ to a 
want of gallantry in the Croppies (meaning the United 
l«»h.) By Efaete general remarks, it is not n^eant to verif/ 
or justify tbe sayiog •i'tk flald olBcer^ or ulady of ^nality » 
but merely to shew 4iic prevalence of the general feelings 
and prepossessions at that time upon these hoirid subjects: 
aadiCORse^uently what lamentable effects must naturally 
have flowed from them-* In all matters of irritation and 
fevcnge, it is the- conviction that the injury exists whichf 
produces the bad effect. Even the government-writers 
admit on till occasions that the United Irish did noloffia? 
«Dy Yi«Uflice t« ibc tender sex. 
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way back through tJie gap, where they were'oppos- 
^ by tho' flying artillery, anddirected their course 
north-eastward, through the dwarf wood&, near 
Ferns, to the mountains of Wicklow. Their loss 
on this occasion may have amovuited to five or six 
hundred men. 

Before their arrival in those mountaiiis an army 
of their associates there, had been fbild in an at- 
tempt on Hacket&town where they fomied a junc^ 
tioD witk^rthe Wioklow lbrces^.and attacked Hack« 
etstown at five o'clock on the morning of the S5tfai 
The Royal army weve drawn up ready to receive 
them ; but having been forced^to give way, Aey 
vetired into the gamson,>from which their fire did 
gveat e!&ecut)9B. After- aa action^of nine hours 
the Umted force retired, but-retreated not wholly 
firem the scene of action till seven o!clock in the 
eveijing. • Theloas^yf theKing's^army was veiy 
tonsiderable. That of the insurgent army^ ex- 
posed so long to a gallingiii^e of musketry and can- 
non, is stated to have been seven hundred..^ It is 
admitted that the garrison could notpossibly hafve 
maintained' its p^t if die assailants hadbeen for- 
nished with cannon, of which they had not a sin- 
gle piece ; but these engines had never been used 
by the Wicklow army, and- the Wexfordians.in 
their astonishing retreat were obliged to leave all 
theiro behind* 



CIVQ. WAR IN IRELAND. 9t 

Dkappointed by t&e repulse at Hacketstown, 
ifae remaing forces of WexfoidyOicoi^iinctibn with 
thar WicUow associates^ directed their march 
towards Camew whichthey were resolved, if p09r 
sihle, tocany ;. but General Needham having been 
Hiformed of their apforoachy. detached a strong bo« 
dy of infantry and about two hundred cavaliy,.from 

-his camp at Gorey, to intercept them-' Thecaval* 
Ty. done came up with the advance guard of the 
Jd^nitedfovce on the road to Camew. These feign* 
ing a retreat, having timely notice o£ their ap*> 
{iroaeh, suffered' Ae cavalry to pass, until they 
brought into aadbuscade, where their guns^m^i 
were placed onbodisidev^of the way behind the 
ditches, to receive them. M the fks^ discharge 

> ^y were utterly confounded losingeighty of dieir 
men^ among whom were two ofiicers, the marquis 
de Gifiard, a*young Norman emigrant of the anci- 

. ^t British, and. Adjutai^ Parsons,, of the Ballagh- 
£een cavalry ;. the vest widi some loss effected 
their retreat to Arklow. The United force lost 
not a single man in this action. The harrassed 

' sevolters i|OW pisceeded to the .White Heaps at 
the fbotof which they fixed their station for a few 
hours ; £romwhencetheymoved, during the night 
of the4th July, to Wicklow Gap where they attack- 
ed and instantly discomfited a party of the Royal 
army with the loss of one hundred and thirty pri- 
vates and several officers j all the cavalry saved 
themselves by flight j but en (he morning of the 
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5.th the armies under General Sir James Duff, and- 
General Needham, under, cover of a very thick 
togj surrounded them in four powerful divisions, 
before they could p^ceive the approadi of any ene* 
my : findingdiemselves unable to withstand abatde 
againsta force supposed to be three times their num^ 
ber and aided by a powerful train of artilery, they 
broke through the pursuing cavalry, of whom they 
slew in ten mimites sd^out one hundred, and mov^ 
ed with great celerity in the direction of Camew* 
Upon their arrival at a place called Oranibrd^ tfaey ^ 
resolved to nudce resitance ^ad await the approach 
ofthek enemy however numerous they might be^ 
ahhoughtheir own force was.thenvery consider*' 
ably reduced. Th^ resolv^ely maintained the 
contest for two houxv and a half with die utmost 
intrepidi^ ; having repulsed due cavalry, and dnk 
venthe artillerymen diree times from their can«» - 
nta: but fresh reinforcements of the King's amsp > 
pouring itf on aU sides, diey were obliged to give- 
way, x|uitting the field of batde with less sUaxg^cfr - 
to themselves than might be expected, and not* 
withstanding all their fatigue, effected with their 
usual agility a surprising and masteily reti^at. 

The United Irish reduced now to about five thou- . 
sand men, and hunted in every quarter by variouii 
bodies of the King's U-oops which in all at this peri- 
od amounted to no less than one hundred and fifty 
thousand men, they made a flying march £xom 
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place to place in the counties of Kiidare, Meath> 
X>outh, and Dublin, skinnishlng with such parties 
of the Royal army as overtook or intercepted them* . 
The brave and desperate revolters, after beingthua 
Harrassed and hunted were at length overtaken on 
the 14th by the cavalry of Major General Wemys 
and Brigadier Genend Meyridi*. On the arrival 
of the infantry and artilleiy to the assitance.of the 
cavalry tiiey broke and fled sifter making a despe^ 
rate ami bloody stend for an hour and a half a» 
gmist a superior force. Unablerto make*head an>( 
longer against government, and being disappoints 
ed in their hopes of assistaiu:;e from France, the- 
principal chiefs in arms, Mr. Edward Fitzgerald^ 
and. Mr. Wifliam Ayhn«r negociatcd with General 
Dnnd^, tO'WhoHt>lhey surrendered,.on.conditioD^ 
that all the leaders who had adventuredwith them^ 
should be atliberty to retire whither tliey please4 
out of the Briush domimoils. The same terms 
were afterwards secured by GeiieralM<K>re to Mn 
Garret Byrne and by general Hunter to Mr. J[phn. 
Devereux. Thus (£id these outstanding chiefs 
cendsdoning for themselves and others fare much 
betterthaii those wholaid down their arms in Wex- 
ford, depepdlng on the faithful fulfilment of the 
torms entered into with JLord Kingsborough. 

It had been lam«ented by many, that the marquis 
Cprnwallis, a viceroy of military talent,, of bene* 
Tfiokoce^^od humanity, and, above all» of ggl^tical 
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firmness to resist andicep down the fatal influencr 
of a ferocious and sanguinary faction, who had 
extorted the bloody system from his feeble and de- 
generous predtecessor, should not have been sent 
sooner to this distracted Kingdom** But the at 
fccted zeal for the constitution, the artful misrepre- 
sentation of facts, and the cruel fierceness of those 
government terrorists^ had too lon^ usurped the 
power of the viceroy, and abused the confidence 
of the British cabinet* It was however, some 
atonement to poor suffering Ireland, that an ap» 



*' On tlie debate on the attamdcr bill, on the 20th of Au* 
gust, Mr. Ogle, alarmed at the system of humanity so lit-« 
tic congenial with his own feelings, v^hich the pelicy, wis- 
dom and philaathropy of the chief Governor had ilien be- 
gan, thus spoke : — ^ Great a conspirator as he acknowledges 

* lord Edward Fitzgerald to have been, there were others 
*not only equaling but exceeding him in crlmiuaHtyj as 

< ^having gone to the extern of acting upon what he bad-plan. 
•n2d. What, he would ask, was to be done with these ? 

* Were .they to be suffered to contemplate in securiry and 

* without punishment the evils ihcy brought on their ccun- 

* try ? Were they to have liberty to transpost themselves 

< to other atid happier countries, .blessed in their escape 
5 from a land wliich they had made mi&erable ? What was 

* the situation of that once flourishing county, that of Wex-» 
« ford ? What wr.s the situation of the brave Royalists in 
« it, whose courage was exerted in defence of their king 
•and country, and who lathe contest lost eve.y particle 

* of their property ?" 

Of this particular clamor for spilling Irish b'ood by those- 
'««rr.QriiCi, Who had- once fatally, svccftdcd in extoriifig 
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pointment was at last made of a nobleman super- 
€iminently fitted to heal in some measure her 
wounds, byasystem of measures diametrically con- 
trary to those which had inflicted and enflamed 
them*. 

The cessation of hostilities did not however, un.* 
fortunately close the miseries of Wexford and its* 
devoted district : a most rancorous, bloody, and 



'thu ferocious system* now checked end reprobated by . 
.£agUsh benevolence and wisdom. That great orator and* 
statesman Mr. Orattan expressed his sentiments in a let-* 
ter he wrote from England, on the 9th of November, 1798,' 
to the guild of merchants, corporation of Dublin, and fel- 
lows of Trinity College, concerning their attacks upon his 
character and conduct. Having addressed each rank sepa** 
r^tely, he thus concluded to the doctors : * I assure them 

* lam not their enemy, though they may be mioe. But,' 
continued be, « that is not the case with <another'descr!p«' 

* tion of men, with whom I would be ashamed to dicourte* 

* lA the same tone of temper and moderation ; I mean that 

* abominable 'Irish faction, -which is the secret mover 
*of all this calumny and all this injustice ; they stand at 

* the head of a bloody combination. I look on then as the 

* cause of the evil that has of late fallen on their country* 

* I protest I do not know a faction, which, considering the 

* very small measure of their credit and ability, has dofic 

* so much mischief to their king and country. They oppo- 
'sed the restoration of the constitution of Ireland ; they 
< afterwards endeavored to betray and undermine it ; they 
' introduced a system of corruption unknown in the annals 

* of parliament ; they then proclaimed that corruption so * 

* kmdly, so scandalously, and so broadly, that some of 
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ferocious spirit of revenge and hatred seized the 
government party in this quarter, and was carrieA 
into effect with outrageous and unparralled barba^ 
rity. Their claims to respectability in life for a 
length of time gave credit to their (alsehoody pro- 
cured countenance to their fanaticism, and secured 
them the means of executing injustice. 



( tliem were obliged to deny in one house the notorious ex- 

* pressions they had used in another* They accompanied 

< these offences by abominable petuleace-of invective, ut^ 
<tered from time to time against the great body of the peo- 
** pie, ^and having by such proceedings and sudi discourse 
^4ost their affection, they resorted to a systeno of coercion 

< to support a system of torture attendant on- a conspiracy^ 
<r of which their = crimes were the cause. And now theic 
<countrydi$playsamost extraordinary contest, where an 
•Englishman at the head of its government struggles-to 
« spare the Irish^people, and an Irish fection presses toshed 

* their blood. I repeat it, I do not know « faction more 
Maogerons, more malignant, or more sanguinary, 

-< I am ready to enter into detail of all -this : enough at 

< present to s^y, that I have been forced to write thus much, 

* because I have no opportunity of vindication but tlie 
*^csst and no press but that «f England, 

^I shaH conclude by assuring that faction, that I am 
^.apprised of their enmity, and shall go out to meet their 
'hostility; hoping however, that they may not be judges,' 
f or their Wood-hounds my jury. At all events, if such 
'•a faction be permitted to dominate in Ireland, I hadra-^ 
<.ther suiffer by its injustice, than live under its op^ 

* pression.* 
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'* General Lake, previous to his departure from 
TVexford, appointed a committee to superintenct 
p^roseciftions, atid to grant passes tcf leave the coun- 
• tty, consistingoif the principal goverment gentlemen^ 
then resident diere; The appropriate duty of thia 
tody was to enquire specially into the cases of such 
prisoners as they should hand ovfer to be tried by 
court«martia(;ttp procure the evidence for prosecu- 
tion, and to commit different persons to gaol. It 
was not, howeverjdeemednecessary to senda com- 
mittal to the gaoler, as die word of any of them 
was considered sufficient for the detention of any of 
those given in custody ; and they were also to act 
as a kind of council to General Hunter, whose be** 
nevolent disposition they thwarted on several occa-i 
' sions ; and this was so' well known, that many, upon 
being put into confinementf were induced, by their 
apprehensions, to petition for transportation, rather 
than abide a trial under their direction. The ty- 
rannical, unjust and inhuman disposition of this bo- 
dy^ is beyond all description* 

Different court-martials were instituted in Ross, 
Enniscorthy, Gorey and Newtown-Barry, and se- 
veral persons were condemned and executed, and 
others were sentenced to transportation. Among 
those condenMied to be executed, we, by way 
'^tJf elucidation cannot avoid noticing the case of the 
ttverend John Redmcmd a Catholic priest, who, it 
' seems, duriiig the insurrection, had done all in his 
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power to 8i.ve the house of lord Mountnonis from 
being plundered, and which he happily effected 
with the exception of provisions which he dealt 
untto the hungry naultitude to save the rest of the 
property. Lord Mountnorris, however, to pre- 
vent the possibility of his being supposed by any 
•pne in future a friend to Catholics, sent for Mn 
Redmond, upon finding that he was present at the 
trifling plunder taken from his house, desiring that 
he would come to him directly* The reverend 
gendeman, conscious of^his own integrity, and ap- 
prehensive of no danger as involved in no guillt, 
obeyed the summons without hesitation ; but his 
instantaneous hasty trial, condemnation, and exe- 
cution were the reward of his humane and gene* 
reus exertions- His body, after death, underwent 
the most indecent mutilutions. 

' It is a melancholy reflection to think how many 
Innocent persons were condemned. Of numbers', 
6f whose innocence the smallest doubt cannot bc^ 
-entertjuned, whose conduct merited reward iti- 
stead of punishment j yet they fell victims to the 
purest sentiments of philanthropy, which dictated 
their interference ; these have been perverted bjr 
their enemies, who are also those of the human 
race, into crimes utterly unpardonable. Is thift 
any thing less than arraiging benevolence and hu- 
manity, the most amiable qualities ofthesoulof 
•man, as jcrimiAal and atrocious ? But evei^^ man's 
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Breast, whatever be his principles, witl tell hiraV 
mth irresitable force, that crime and atrocity lie at 
the other sidt. Prom public knowledge of the 
circumstances, it is known that hundreds wor6 
innocent of the charges and of the deeds sworn a*» 
gainst them, and who still were condemned and ex- 
ecuted. In these turbid and distracted times, the 
infuriated parti zans of royalty were tsunk so much; 
below the level of human nature, that it is not 
to be wondered they were not capable of judg-^ 
meht or recollection ; which accounts in some de- 
gree for the various assertions, even testimonies 
on trials, and affidavits made by different persons, 
who might as well relate their dreams for facts. 
The dreadful prejudice, hateful as uncharitable, . 
entert^ned ag^nst Catholics, has also occasioned 
the death of many, and the display of humanity in 
them in protecting their enemies, was in general, 
in tlie trials by court-martial, by no means regard- 
ed as a circumstance in favor of the accused: 
strange as it may seem in times of cool reflection, 
it was very frequendy urged as a proof of guilt. 
Whoever could be proved to have saved an Orange- 
nmn or a Rayalist from assassination, his house 
frpm burning, or his property from plunder — ^was . 
considered as having influence among the revol- 
ters,. consequently a rebel commander.* This 

**A mention of the notoriety of this practice drew, . 
iwrc6ccthig1y^ the foMowing extraordinary excJatRatica.i 
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^ruel poliey, aeems to hat« -msen &om a i^ageof 
prosecution and extermination, by which the crime 
of rebellion was regardfed as too great, to admit 
any circumstances of extenuation in favor of die 
person supposed to be guihy of it, and by which* 
every mode of conviction against such a person 
was deemed justifiable^ ^ 

It will be an everlasting and indeliable stigma on 
the members of the late sanguinary government t^ 
this devoted nation, that long after the commotions 
ceased, atrial by jury was denied to such as were 
supposed to be concerned in the. rebellion, and 
who had,, not obtained the like terms of thosr 
who adventured most desperately in the cause* 
It would surely have been at once mor^ dignified 
and more legitimate, to have convicted tfaem ac- 
cording to the usual mode and not to have imitat- 
ed the example of the monsters who swayed. 
France during thoVendfeaa war, bjr the conversi- 
on pf miUtarytribunals into courte that were to^ 
decide oh the lives of men, many of whom had 
not even been accused of appearing in arms. But 
posterity will learn vdth horror, that the most stu- 
died and brutal torture was in numberless instances 
recurred toby the hirelings of administration on 



from a Roman Catholic gentleman, who had been one of 
the rebels: ** I thank my God that no person c:n prove 
«»mc guilty of saving the life or property' of any. one!'* 



pttpose to extort coafessions of guilt; and whiKt 
»BtiU mort ^bockifi^, that this barlt)aro.is and in- 
Kiuaan oustom wa^ jiot only permitted, but has- 
'been palliated by ncken in high authority* 

A mode of proceeding against imputed rebels, 
more summary still than that of trials by court 
martial, vras^practised front before the commence- 
ment of the rebellion by the regular soldiers, and 
supplementaries, vfao frequently executed without 
any trial, such as they judged worthy of death 
from susjncion, and these unarmed in. their own 
houses; nor is it at all surprising that such enormi- 
ties and murders were conunitted daily when ma- 
ny of the commmanding.officers, gave general or- 
ders to their troops that if they should meet with 
any United Irishmen, in their scouring^ parties 
whom they knew or suspected to be such, that 
they need not be at the trouble of bringing them 
to head-quarters', but to shoot them on the spot. 
So>brutalized were many of these corps of blood- 
hounds, that diey generally ispoke of theu: extermi- 
nating excursions, as a diversion-which they called 
patridge-shooting and grouzing ; they hunted, not 
unfrequently, the brakes, hedges, ditches, and 
woods with dogs to spring any unfortunate peasant, 
that might have concealed himself from the fvuy~ 
of these blood-hunters whom they instandy-jshot 
upqn his appearance* 
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Tathehonor^thotighof General Himler, 
succeededthe weak and eruel Lake, to the com» 
mand in Wexford, it must be mentioned that he 
ended the bloody reign of terrorism in this quarter,, 
by introducing anew system of mercy and concili* 
ation .He found that the only severity he had to- 
exercise waa upcm the government party, wboee 
sanguinary and vindictive exertions, it became 
necessary to check, lest the people should be goad* 
ed into a relapse. He was indefatigable in fiis 
exertions to appease the minds oftRe wretched and 
tormented people, who flocked in shoals to him 
for protection. In his humane exertions he was. 
very materially assisted by the address and exer* 
tions of Captain Fitzgerald, who by the special 
appointment of the British government, was at* 
tached as a proper person to attend the General as> 
Brigade-Major on the service in Ireland 5 and to 
this station besides his acknowledged military ta- 
lents, a recent dis-play of courage, independent rf 
his knowledge of the coimtry, certainly recom* 
mended him. He was even invested with the ex- 
traordinary privilege of recommending such as 
he thought deserving of the protection and merey 
t>f government. 

Some principal gentlemen of the county and 
others besides, atempted to interpose their authon* 
ty to supercede the tenour oi the general pardon 
.kdd outbypiodamataon) pursuing tjie same line 
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*«f ttrbitraty conduct which they {nraetis^d previoudi 
•to the insurrection* They even proceeded to sodt 
alenglfa as preduming to tear some ofthe.pro* 
tections which the* country people had obtained; 
hcctthia coming to therGeneral's knowledge, he seoa 
quiettedthemby direatening to have them tied tO[a 
cart's tail and whipped. Otherahadbeen so rash as 
to levy arbitrary contributions for die losses th^ 
had. sustained during the insurrection ; but were 
glad' upon discovery, and refunding what they had 
received, to escape pvmishment, which favor was 
generally obtained through the intercession of Ma* 
jor Fitzgerald:-— even a beneficed clergyman of 
the established church partook of die Genersd's in* 
dulgence. Another who was but a curate, was in- 
duced to wTBt on the General with an account of the 
interided mzssRcrt of the Protestants, which he de- 
'tailed with appearance of the utmost alarm, and 
was patiently heard out, with the greatest compla- 
cency by the General ; who when the cura^ had 
•ended, addressed him with this marked aj^Uation 
andstrong language ;— " Mr. Massacre^ if you do 
%•* not prove to me the circumstances you have re^ 
J^* lated, I shall get you punished in the most exem- 
" plary manner, for raising false alarms, which 
** have already proved so destructive to this unfor* 
" tunorte country •''^ The curSite^s alarm now from 
general became personal, and on allowing that 1m 
fears had been excited by vague report to make thk 
teprcsentation, his piteous suppl'cAtion, andappM^* 



il«l . HISTO»r OP THE^ 

^ndf beartjr contrition, procured hun fd«pii 
Maojr and variousveis the^repreaentttts^w, of a«i- 
-milar tendency, made to General Hu»|er, which 
other commanders were led to bctieve, b^ whidi 
his superior discrimmation deemed> falafe and 
groundless, and were cUscovered so to be in several 
jfh8tances4»y the actirity ^tt^daGonieii of bill Brigade- 
'Majon 

The various outrages that were committed in the 
country, prevented v^t numbers fromcoming into 
the quarters of the several commanding officers to 
X^tain protections, as many of the armed Royalists' 
.fontinued the system of deflagraidon and shooting ' 
such of the. peasantry as they met; and this neces- 
sarily deterred many from exposing themselves - 
to their view, and prevented, of course, the hu- 
mane and benevoJent int^tions of General Hunt- 
er from having due weigh|: or extensive effect. 
The melaxcholy co|isequences of such a system of • 
terror, persec^^on and alarm, w«:e very near being; ; 
wofully experienced in a shocking instance of 
^dreadful severity,-^the extermination of all the m- 
^habitants of-^a large tract of the county of Wex- 
ford ! — ^This was actualy detcwnined on, and the 
» execution of it already planned and concerted, when - 
^ ;its horrid perpetration wa&providentially prevented* 
f by thjB timely and happy intervention of Brigade- 
. Msgor Fitzgerald, under the direction and orders 
. of General Humfer.— Jncessantapplications and re» 



GlVIfc WAfi IN mELAND.^ JW 

^iMimraiices wesrc vaie^ by iitteg^t nmgistraKIr 
itt GoFey audits vk^ity to g9ivenisKient, complaia- 
lag tfiati^ti entire quarter of the cqjmty of We^ 
f6rd, extendii^ from Courtown to Blackwaierf 
v/hich range of coimtry isdenomioated the Maci^ 
mores, was infested iwith constant meetings of r^ • 
bds ; and.no' misaas' were lefti untried to prev^t 
travellers from fvoceediag to Wexford, in that^- 
rection, without escorts ; and manjr persons whose 
habitations lay in the neighbourhood of this difri 
trict left their homes deserted, from a belief that 
another rising of thevpeopla was inevitaUe) and 
it was daily expeoed to4ake place : <iay, the^reports 
laid before government were conirmed by affid»»- 
vits } and so |;eneraUy was at believed, that pe^^ 
sons resident wkhin two^xules of ihe confines, pre« 
AiUMLed not to enquire into the venici^ of the re^ 
potts^ to which, iiowever, they ga«ire implicit erctfit; ; . 
jx^hile atthe ssMne thnethey weiis luxre^ted b^ 
government^ to whom tfa^y were handed in u^det 
the specious, imposing, and BoiCTan|i$^ea9FaRoe4f 
^ftcts by a magistracy that shoidd be deliberate, 
grave and respectable ; end the noble vieer^, who 
held the helm of the government, was rendered 
ju^lly indignant by these reiterated compbdnts of 
the abuse of his clemency, on thb.reprdtented im- 
minait danger of the cowiitry. Orders were ac- 
cordingly sent to. the different Generals and other 
commanding ofRcers. in and contiguous to the de- 
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procura* >The devatiM of ihcir retreats made Acir 
assertUages conspicuous ; and this aJIbrded some 
colour to the pretext for desolation ; as it appeared 
a specious proof that a |;enend rising was intend* 
cd ; and this was most strenuously urged by those 
who seemed bent on tiiie extermination of the un- 
fortunate inh^icaxits of Ae Macotnoresterritory, 
so as to work upon the minds of some welldispos* 
>^but timidpcrsbns, an approval of the 'dreadful 
expedient. General Hunter, however, having, 
along with his generrf orders, a discretionary pow- 
erto act as circumstances mig^ recjuire^ sent Maj^ 
Fitzgerald to inspect the different military corps 
that were to be in readmcsji for the eftterprize, in 
case his mission, for the purpose of conciliation^ 
proved unsuccessfol ; he being vested with fiA 
powers to undertake that task of -benevolence and 
«nercy. Major Fitzgerald accordingly inspected 
thetroopsatEnniscorthy and Camolin, and from 
the latter plsice dispatched surgeon White of the 
Camolin cavalry, (son of Mn Hemy White of 
Donoughmore, a gentleman muchrespected in die 
country of the Macomores) to announce his itf^ 
tended visit to the inhabitants. The. Major Aen 
proceeded on his inspection to Gorey, and here haid 
great difficulty to procure an escort to accompany 
hitn, as the strongest fears were expressed for hi» 
safety, should he enter into such a desperate guaivr 
ttr, as it was represented f ihw dreadful accounts 
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'ofitastftte being an echo of the represenrtaidoas 
;that had been made to government, and traoamit- 
ted to General Hunter, who felt good reason to 
>doubt their authority, However the Major was 
not to be bafBed, imposed upon, or disobeyed, and 
Jie perceived evident features of great disappoint- 
tnent exhiUtedbythose who would fain dissuadt^ 
him from bis purpose, as they were conscious that 
the object of his mission was not accotdi^g te their 
wishes, nay, that it must terminate directly contra* 
'jy to them. The escort v-ery reluctandy obeyed 
their orders, and on being dismissed galloped fuH 
'^>eed biick to Gorey, while the Major arrived in 
^rfet safety at Donoughmore, in the Macomores, 
and where he slept that night. On the next mom* 
^ing, Mr. White and his son, who were beloved by 
the people, accompanied the lyiajor to the place 
ippoiiited for the meeting of the people -, and sooa 
wer their sarrival there, some Yeomen, arraye dii\ 
mifiCary attire, were observed at some distance by 
idle crowd. This instantly excited alaB*m, and a 
Tumour ^as circulated, that their exterminati<m 
was determined on, and that they were led to this 
spot to be surrounded and cut off while the Miuor 
was to amuse them with terms and harrangue f— < 
It is providential that the constemation and <£$.. 
may, produced by this incident, did not operate 
to the Major^s destruction, as it would have af« 
"forded the abettors of exterminauon eveiy argu- 
ment to fortify their representations ; and it is to 
lie hoped, that the appearance of this military bo« 
4f was notlntended for this purpose, in revenge 
for his unequivocally declared opinion of the mis- 
eooductofmanyc^thc RoyaUsts. — ^The Moor's 
«bath en this occasion would have put an ejid to 
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all accominodation ; and, from the verj^ violent ex* 
pressions used by the people, on thinking them- 
selves betrayed, nothing but his coolness and pre^ 
sence of mind couldliave preserved hrm in so cri- 
tical a juncture. He calnaly waited for silence, 
and then offered himself as victim, should a milita- 
ry force of any consequence be seen to approach 
them, as his inspection the day before "was to pre- 
vent all accidents of that nature.; and stated thaj 
he could by no mean^ account for that which occur- 
ed, but from the misconduct of some of the milita* 
ry. This address instantly produced a thorough 
conviction of his indubitable sincerity and benevo- 
lent intentions, and tlie people unanimously surren- 
ed to him, and continfued to flock into Wexford 
for several days after, to give up their arms and 
receive protections. Major Fitzgerald consider- 
ed it necessary to guard the roads with patroles of 
cavalry, to prevent the people from being shot or 
interrupted in their return to their avowed allegi- 
ance ; and General Hunter, being convinced of the 
expediency of protecting the harrassed peasantry 
from the violence and machinations of party, or- 
dered a military force to protect the inhabitants of 
Macomores, from the armed men closely adjoining 
their ncighborhoo<l ; and the force was accordingly 
marched from Enniscorthy, by Major Fitzgerald, 
together with the Enniscorthy cavaliy, under Cap- 
tain Comick, although there were five corps of 
Yeomanr}' Royalists stationed in and near Gdrey^ 
Of these, that which attracted the greatest notice 
was under the command of Mr. Hvinter Gd\vai]i/ 
iB^ichitwas found impossible to restrain fropi 
pillage and slaughter. It was after the' rebellion 
<iras«upprc8sed, that this body received appoint* 
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xmnts as a* cavalry-corps, and as several of them 
. were not owners of a horse, they took a speedy 
mode of mounting themselves without any ex- 
. pence. They scoured the country, as they termed 
It, and brought in, without any ceremony, the 
horses of the wretched cottagers* On a day of in- 
spection, by Major Fitzgerald, however, the poo*: 
claimants recovered their horses, and the motley 
banditti^ :is the Major termed them, were thus 
tnmsformed into a dismounted cavalry. 

The false alarmists were not at all depressed or 
inumidated at these discomfitiures ; for altho' Ge- 
,neral Hunter reported the county as in a perfect 
state of tranquility,. they again returned to the 
<:harge and renewed their misrepresentations.^ Mr. 
Hawtrey, Captain of the Ballaghkeen cavalry, and 
a justice of the peace for the country, sent several 
informations to government of the alarming state 
.of tlie country ; and the comnaanding officer at 
Gorey .was so far persuaded of. the intention of a 
l^ner^l rising, that he quitted -the town and cn« 
camped on the hiU. above it.- These representa- 
tions, made under the semblance of loyalty, and by 
a person bearing the appearance and authority of 
a gentleman, had not,,iiowever, . the wished for- 
weigbt.with the government. General Hunter 
was ordered to enquire into the information of Mr. 
Hawtrey, andMajor Fitzgerald was again sent out, 
^and.the result of l>is discriminating enquiry w^s 
that the information was unfounded. Upon this 
the General ordered Mr. Hawtrey to be broughtto 
Wexford, and he was accordingly conducted thi-^ 
ther, with the greatest tenderness and humanity, 
by ^^iyor Fitzgerald ; he was then put under arrest 
at his lodgings, although it was first , intended to 
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cd in maintaining that there was an encaiffpincttt 
oPthe tebels (though not Bomiinerouff aa hefiME 
fteviously represented it to bs)- on a ro€kof|rcat 
extent in the sea tv^ -miles from dte land) irkither 
the rebels retired in the day time, after panufing' 
through the country at night ; and he expressed a 
\rish to be sent with a party by land, to intercept 
fhem ill their pregresa to- the shore. Genei^ 
Hunter, Tiowever, aid not agree entirely to tiu* 
iSroposal, as he vras apprehensive diat die people 
of the eonntry might be alarmed at the appearance 
of Mr. Hawtrey conducting a mililaiy foice ; and 
that they would be induced to fly at his approach,, 
which might give some countenance to the infor*'* 
matioto ; but sUdiough he considered the ifilattd to 
be but imaginary, yet in order that truth should* 
prevail over falsehood, he ordered a gun-boat to^ 
convey Mr^Hawtrey to lile iahnd he described, and 
that a party of militsffy should be sent hy land t^ 
ctft off the rebels, when he should drive thlsm frcm 
their sea-girt statioc. In the mean time the Cap^ 
tain of the gun-boat had orders to l»ing back Miv 
Hawtrey, to receive thaaks for his extraord^arjr 
informatioti, should it prove true» smd to conceit 
liu-ther measures for defence ; but if found othel^ 
•wise,to be dealt widi accordingly* The sea and 
land expedition failed, in consequence of the des- 
scribed rock being found covered by the sea at the 
time, and of course, if smy rebels had beendiere^, 
they must have been- all drowned when this new 
D£LOS immerged into the deep ! The magistrate 
was conducted back to Wexford, and General 
Hunter determined to bring him to a court-marti* 
ak Many gentlemen and ladicf , however^ iBtei^ 



fiimAJIil Ae naOPt tamest maxsoer, to prevent tbis 
ipy^fll^tion, rq)resenting that Mr. Hawtrey's 
. gS^t age might have subjected himto the imposi- * 
tKV^ of nibrieated information » and the firmness of 
t^. General relaxed at the instance of so many re- 
apect^le. persons ! I It . is much to be regretted 
$^.^& enquiry did not take place, as this and 
HOk^ll^oth^r unoommon occurrences ^are variously. 
^^jcted andbelieved^in differentshapes and forms, 
af^rding.to the bias or inclination, the prejudice 
qr.lliedispoaitiosi of the narrators.* The General- 
ili!^¥^i?"^^^4 resetted his clemency, as he was not 
SKSJ^ble at*thtf.periQdof the machinations practis- 
^^id.oftheeXflentof-p2aty. prejudice^ the evil* 
jcl^pls of whichi^every day's experience convinc- 
ed J^m too fatally existed in the kingdom, in de- 
Ipc^g of which he displayed his uai^al discrimina-' 
tion^ judgment and huouini^ in developing* and 
ijprayellihg^ie proofs of the melancholy situation 
^ die jfoor persecuted Iri^, who were conse- * 
qy^csplly impressed with that cpnfidence, with whicfti 
fi^ noble and manly conduct never failed to inspire 
die oppressed. • His represe.m^Uon to thegovem- 
if^iilt^pf the stat^^of die coiuitry had such a. saluta-^^ 
x|^.f Sect as tq pxtv^nt alarm from . assuming so se» * 
rifwisor formidable an aspect as before. Petty de-^ 
prefl^ord, iiowev^r, stiU ccmUnued their usual' 
fig^ptipes^ axid this they wqre enabled to do with 
!M.gf<^atea: impunity, as, wvler general .orders and 
^fV^al lawi, the inhabitants were liable to be shot 
,^4^^^u^ houses burned, if discovered out at night.^ 
j^G .regular military, with the Yeomen Roy^ist 
.^^H^mentaries were the only persona privileged 
to be^put between sun*set and su&oriae i and, as th(^ 
lattei^dfiscripiion of persons now receiyed milit^- 
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yy pay, tbey v^e render^dMic^dem^tflnailMt 
Md labour, (which ever and anon depraves dfe 
xtiindfi of woHclng people) andliaving the enfmiBe^ 
inent of the general orders entniated to diem, lielr 
predations and excesses were commifted by^pei*^ 
^nsiitdoiowti, until the frequency of roWbeiy tad 
ihurdcr urged the necessity of fdiiiiahhig the cMit* 
try farmers, at the discretion' of the cohiinaiidiiig 
cfficers, with arms for the defence of their famSii^ 
and properties. Some of these Royal supplemetf^ 
tafies wereconsequently shot in attempting hooses, 
and this plainly discovered who were the manosN 
ders. It merits singular observation, that fenMeA 
were caBed upon to deliver up the identical %fnA 
Aeyhad collected or received by tke sale t)f siub* 
iStance at fitir, market, or by private hand, on th6 
'day previous to Ae night of attack ; and although 
%umbers coiild^give iaaformation agiiinst perpetta* 
tors of these enormities, yet they preferred siletice 
of theit vrrongs to Ae risque of being murdeted d^ 
famiied in their houses, whieh otfiers had e^tpeii- 
•fenced, and wiA which aU were tlu*eatened if 'diey 
Would dare to inform. ' 

' Rebeflidn being now completHf 'ibppressed,^tl!fe 
*'govcmment, to put astop to the CEdi^e^of slaug^jtic^, 
a continuation of which must have depopulatddtthe 
country, proposed terms duou^ Mr. D^bbs, a' 
member of parHahient, to the chie& of tlw Unaem 
for elTecting a geiieral amnesty ; and atcordi%i|^ 
tm agreement or treaty was made, that the latter, 
•without being oUiged to implicate any perscb 
should give sm the ttiformation in their power con- 
ceridng the internal thuisactions and foreign nego- 
gociations d£ the society s and in nctum (indud- 
ing the lamented aad persecuted Mr. Bond, then 
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Md«r gtMeM« {^dbtth; aad att niitcvs wlio might 

^oose to take the botiefit o£ the^treat)^) bhotiki bo ' 

ftahion^d ai to life, but be obliged to * depart the 

kittgdom* The following, dated the 29th of Joly, 

14^98, aoid signed by serexity-thrtM persoiss, have 

tKBen given as the terms of the tobtract ; — ^ That 

"^ 1^ undersigtied atate-prisoiieirs ia ilie three pri« 

^soQsof Ntwgate, KilfiBQunhaiB, and BrideweU« 

.^etigage to give every ixilbirnmtioa in their power 

^ of the whole of the internal muisactions of the 

, H Onked irifihmen ; and that each of the prisoners 

■^«haB give detailed information- of every transac- 

^<aon that has passed between the United Irish* 

^ men and foreign states ; but that- the {^-IsoneKS 

^ nsre not,, by naming or describiBg^ to implicate 

^ any person whatever : and tlmt they are ready to 

^ emigrate tf> sudi coimtry as shaU be agreed on 

^ between them andgovernment, and give security 

>< fiot to return to this country without the permis* 

f* aion ef g^vemment^and not pass into an enemy's 

tt^'Cevtttxy ^—rif, on so doing, they are to be. freed 

f^ $^om prosecution : and also I^tn Oliver Bond be 

^^ permitted to take the benefit of this proposal* 

:^^ Tlie state {^isonetv also hope that the benefit of 

^^.dtis proposal may be extended to persons in or 

V(* oi2t o£ custody, aa^ma^ choose to benefit by it.'^ 

in (xmseqnence of this agreement six principals 

Wfthe Union, particularly Messrs. Arthur OX^o». 

rft0ri Thomas Addks Emmet, and Doctor M'Ne^ 

vin,&c. gave details on oath in their examination 

• before the secret committees of the two houses of 

parliament, in whose reporta puhlishfd hy authori* 

ly of government, is contauned a ma^s of informa* 

tioa concerning the astonishing conspiracy. 
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To the infamy and dWgrace of the. f^eiwilit* 
it must be recorded tliat the ori^^bal terms Wien^ 
afterwards most shamefully violated, and the pris^ - 
cipal prisoners {15 in number) were doomeci to \i^ - 
dergo a most rigorous confinement during the con-» 
tinuance .of the war with France. Mr. Oliver 
Bond died in the mean time in prison of an apo- - 
plexy. 

• In a pamphlet, styled a letter £rom^^ Arthuv 
0*Connorto Lord GastJereagh, dated from pii^ 
son, January 4, ir99, that minister is directly, 
charged with a violation of the contract^ and a mis* *. 
representation to parliament of the transactioi^s 
between htm and the prisoners^ of state. Other', 
charges are made of die base conduct of this jmniM- 
ster, one of which is that the information given by 
these prisoners to government, was garbled to^ • 
•ervethe ministry, and particularly, thatof ahuo^-*^ 
dred pages, delivered by Mr. O^Connor himself^ 
only one has been published in the reports of the ..- 
secret committees. Since- to this^ pamphlet, ia>.'. 
which his Lordship is peremptorily challenged te**^ 
disprove any of the charges therein made, ja^. i^/- 
ply has appeared, it is generally admitted that the- 
silence of his Lordship confesses guilt. As thcrfe ? 
is not room to enter *fully on the merits of this fa. ■ j 
mous treaty, and of the long and cruel imprison- ^ 
mcntthat those heroic and dignified men, under- '^^* 
went from the perfidy and bad faith of gpvernm^jni . 
respecting it, we barely give a short extract on the > 
subject, from the letter alluded to.* 

* In this letter, which is very ftrong, Mr. O'Connor alTeils, 
th^t, Lord Caftlereagh, in their firft. conference, affuied himvihjit 
L9(4 Cornwailis's honor w^ pledgiidio th^. foj the reiiftwii-y 
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|j^9Ket>f the metropolis was preserved by the vig^ 
laifceofalarge mUitavy fane. The grand and 
royal canak, which were fifty feet broad, a&d 
iwaWe feet deep, wew with the stxoug force sttuti^ 



performance of th« agretment, and tliat be and hit c^oaguet at 
fiWI Mittfe4 to fif n it, fntik deteflMiMi of flfitering into anr coA- 
tfitio&s with the IrHh fioverameat, ev thofc who coropofed tlnr 
councils of JLofd Comwallls*^ adminiilAtioii. In aofwer, the 
Lord Chancenor Cbre, made ale of thefe remarkable exprefiions : 
(p. 9.}>** ft comes to IhiSy either you m«ft traft the fovero- 
meaty or the gotttrnmeni matt traftyov: A government 
that could' violate engagements thus, folenmly made, neither 
e>u1d ftand, nor dcferve to ftand." He alledges five fubflanttal 
ani fA6ft fetere deviations on the part of the govemmeiit froiti 
the tenaa of the onginal agreeoBent, juftified upon the a!k^ 
ttflQ of a change of drcumftances, after it had been firft acceded W 

<yf the amnefly bitl, Mr. O'Connor ^us fpeaks in his letter to 
LoM Caftlereagh : ** Yoo affUred me that government would nek 
ftfl* «ay fame Wood, ^ mxy aft hftherte done in the Union^H 
eieept Ibr miuder> which you did not fuppofe I would wi(h to 
hi)re excepted ; but, that though you wouid aflbre me that no 
«df« Uood fiHMidJbe Ihed, yo» would not oonftnt that we (bouM 
bays any part of the credit. Convinced from every inforroatioa: 
we. had obuined, that the murders which had been committed 
ttpoa the people, were beyond all comparifon more numerous, 
than thoib which had been committed by them ; and being. 
Cqaally tbhonent of murder, be the perpetraitors of what fidb 
tfa^ ma^, we affured you iha^ we were deiireus that murderers 
ef no fide ihould receive any quarter ^ and as to the credit of put- 
ting a flop to the fbrther efufion of the blood of my country roeo» 
Uid not contend for what you called the credit— 1 contended only 
for that performanco for which we were tn give the equivalent.^ 

Of the treaty, Mr. O'Connor fays : 

** T/^t hft fenitnee vas addtd^ l» mtult $Ht mrt wm €9ndkhntd f«r 
i^>i ewU bt . ejt^efed. Purfuant to this agreement, at the inflance 
•f government, Emmett, M<Nevtn aixd 1, drew ujp a memoir, 
containing thifty-fix pages, 'givine an account ot the origin, 
ptinciples, conduA and views of the Union, which we figned and 
deiivered to you on the 4th of AuguA laft. On the 6th, the fe- 
etefary of Hate came to our prifoo, and after acknowledging that 
iHe meiaoir was a p«fed performance of our agreement, he told. 
tt that y9iA C«niimlU9 Had md it> but, at it w«» a YindlQaUoa 
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onedon their banks a.security against a surprise t - 
and the several bridgpjB were strongly pallisaded 
and planted ^ith heavy ordnance. The trials and 
executions of some of the principalxhiefs-tended to 
keep odiers in awe, and prevented any further 



of tlie Unifiny and a condexnnatioa of the miniAers, the guv era- 
Utent, ami JegifliUure- of Irelaud, he could imt receive U> and 
therefore he-wiihedwe would alter it ; we declared we would not 
obaoge one letter, ** it was all true, and it was the truth we fiood 
pledged to deliver. He then aiked us, if government Ihould pub- 
IWi fuch parts only as -might fuit them, whether we would re- 
frain from* puhlifhing the memoir entire. We aufwered, that 
having ftipulated for the liberty of publixation, wc would uie 
that right when, and as- we ihould feel ourfelve^ called on ; to 
■mrhich he added, that if we published], he would have t<> hhe^ti' 
.fons to anfwer us j that then he fuppofed we; would, by w hich a 
paper war would be carried on without end between us and gO' 
vsmmeiU/ Binding that we would not fuffer the memoir to be 
garbled, and that the literary conteft between us and thefe hire- 
Uugs was noi likely to turn out to your credit, it wai determined 
jto examine us before the fecret conunittecs^ -where by a morecom- 
.plete feledion might be made out of the memoir, and all this 
objedionable truths, wiih which it was obferved it abounded, 
.might be fupprc-lTtid. 

** Immediately after the committees had reported, but before 
their reports had been printed, the newfpapeis (notorioi:fly.bj 
their own declaration under your abfo'mi^ dominion) inferted ih« 
nioft impudent falflioods with refpedt to what we had fv^orn. W« 
published a contradiction of thofe fcurrilous fallhoods, which ap» 
peared in. the newfpapers, adding, that by our agreement, w 
vure noty iy .naming^ or. defcrib'tngy to impUcftt any perfon iuhaiewr,r^ 
The manner in which this was taken up by thoie men v who fat 
in the Floufe of Commons of Ireland, is upon record, and will 
form a precious morftl for the future hiflorian of that illuilriou| 
body. 1 am not now writing, theij hifiory— I am detailing, your 
condu(^. Confciousas you muft have been, that iii couiradiding 
thofe infamous faWhoods,. w« were doing no more than exerciiHng 
a. right, for which- we had flridtly conditioned, why did you not 
come forward in that fair and honorable manner, to which a re^ 
gard for truth, for the houfe, and for your own honor, fo impe^ 
rioufly bound you, and avow tlie cxiftence of your ftipulation% 
with us for publications of our written agreement,, fomew hat' 
vf which oi>.the fecond day> the houfe leagued from i^s beixig.j9>h» 
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?«• tempts ©f indi^dusdls in that ill-fated cause. . 
Among the many executed during the height of the 
commotions were the two unfortunate Mr.Sheares, 
men of great talents, and of the most enterprizing 
energy. Shortly after wais executed Messrs. Ba- 

lifhed by general Nugent at Belfiift ? You did neither the one 
thing nor the other ; but you did that, which convinced the dts- 
eeming part of the world, that there was ibmething which yoa 
dare not avow, nor yet difclaira ; but although you had neither the 
fplrit or honor to defend your own flipuiations, you had the 
meannefs to cenfure, asd to fill up the mcafure of the perfidious 
part you had aded, you fent oneof thofe very men to my prifon, 
whofe hands were reekmg with the blood of my beloved, valued, 
*«««««•# friend, Ed «ards*s precious blood, for which, in thol'e 
innes of ftalking butchery, not even the fetnbkiiice of an inquifi- 
tion has been had. This was the Mute you fent with orders to | 
fircumfcribe my prtfon to the ftiU narrower limits of a cell. For 
two months, thefe orders were varied with the moft fantaftical ab- 
furdity 5 but all with a view to make a prifon more irkfome, ad* 
ding wanton cruelty to the bcfeii perfidy. 

•« In confequence of a bill which was brought into Parliament, 
feid to be conformable to an agreement, which, according to lord 
Clare, *• a government- that could violate, neither could ftand nor 
deferve to ilaixl." You arc the minifier, who furnifhed the 
fiifts to the Parliament ; and if grofs and palpable failhoods have 
been delivered, you are that rainifter who has dared to deceive 
them. It is aflferted in this bill, in which 1 find my name in com- 
Jlny with eighty-nine others, ♦* that 1 had acknowledged my crime r^ 
Wrafted my opinions, and implcired mercy, on condition of be- 
«ig exiled to iuch foreign country, as to his majefty, In his royal 
Wifdbra, Ihall fecm meet." On reading this bill, ihortly after it 
1»as brought into the houfe, not one of the ninety, whofe names 
*fe inferted, that was not aftonilhed and indignant at thefe un- 
funded affertions, and before it was paifed, Neilfon wrote thQ 
Jfpllowing letter to-tbe Editor of the Courier : 

<*.SiR, ' . 

'** Having fcen in your paper of the iGth inft. a publication.^ 
purporting to be a copy of the bill now on its way through the 
Irilh Parliament, relative to the emigration of ninety perfons in 
Cuftody, under charges of high treafon, which flates that they 
had ackjiowledged their erhnts, retraced their a^wiotuy and >«/»/c>- 
■ ^dparJort\.\ thought myfeif peculiarly called upon to fet yoa^ 
'Bght,'by ineloiing to you a copy of. the compa^> a% fettled be- 
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con, and M*^Cann, the fatter adAoug^ of Iratrife 
rank,, but of aneiraltedmind^ became cListingubb- 
ed for the indignant contempt with which he tres^ 
ed the. immense and pro&se oifers of bribery made 
liim bf goTemment, to tmpUcate %oxxkt persons, ia 

tir«eii us aM the government, which cannat t>y any mean? ad- 
ttiortf<e fuch a ftatement ; none of us, did either 'a<^owtedg« a 
crime, retiad an opinion, or implore paodon. Our i^bjeA mu 4i 
atop an effiifion of bUiod* 

«l4«ii. Sir, 

** Your t>1»edient humble fervaiit» 
SAMUEL NEILSON. ' 

In two hours after th's letter was fent to Lord Caftlereagh, Mr. 
Neilfon was notified by his Excetleiicy the Lord Lieutenant, << that 
he would confider its publication an inffadkm of the whole nct^ 
ciation, and executions fliould go on as formerly.** 

The fame letter of extraa. from another part of M*. 0*Con- 
nor's : 

" On the 25th September I wrote to Lord Cornwalfis, de- 
manding the falBlvnent of the engagements to which you had 
pirdgeil him ; after nearty a month bad elapfed, on the 21ft of 
October I received an aufwcr, informing me that we (hou)d emi- 
grate to America, and that we (hould be obliged to give fecurity 
not to return to Europe. This was the third inlerj>retation of the 
agreement, a direct and grofs violation of the written coropa6, 
and totally different frtvm thofe terms, exprefsly ilipulated ; yet, 
tlie very next day, Mr. Marfden came to our prifon to tell us that 
the whole purport of th6 letter we received ^e day before, all was 
Invoked, and that in a fbw days a fifth interpretation would be no- 
tified us by the government. After fix weeks had elapfed, we 
received the fifth interpretation of the agreement, inafcroilof 
your wiitiiig, brought here by Mr. Marfden, of which the fol- 
lowing is a literal coi>y : 

'« Samuel Neilfon, Thomas Ruflel, Thotnas A. Emmctt, Wm. 
1. M*Nevin, Henry Jackfon, Arthur O'Connor, John Sweeny, 
, Hugh Wilfon, John Chamben, Matthew Dowling, John Sweet- 
ipan, Jofeph Cutkbcrty Miles Duigeoan, John Cormick, Deane 
Swift. 

<< The above pcrfonr cannot be liberated at piefent, th^ oth^ 

ftatc piifonei^ named in the bauifhment bill, will be permitted 

[to retire to any neutral countt^ on the continent, giving focurity 

not to i^is iiuo sa «nemy*s country. Th^ Lor{} Lieutenant wiU' 
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fSiat committee ; particidatly 'Mr. Hemy* Jacksao, 
'then under custody as aslate priafmer^ on suspicion 
W being involved in the conspiraDT* These rigo* 
"^ous and vigorous measures of govomnent with* 
utthe capital kept sucbof tiie conspirators as escap- 
ee gtad to eztead thiy iadulseace to the prifoners uow excepted, 
«s fboD as he caii do U c9imfteat.wUli the attention which he 
'<»«et-(a the public iafety» and laments that a chanse of oircMm* 
4Uil«es ha^ rendered the prefect precaution neceilkry." 

— ** Here all refpcd for all former conditions is laid by^ and a 
^ate necelfity^is made the pretext^ which, if admitted as a julti- 
fiable p)e;» for breach of engagement, at once defiroyt eveiy 
princifUe of good faith, honor, or juflice. 

^ For the part I hvve takes in my own .country, my ads Uiall 
b^iQy vouchers^ neither t he force of foreign mercenaries, nor 
the corruption of traitors, nor the falfhood of minifters, nor the 
calumny of hired de&mers, nor the torture of tyrants can con- 
demn me, as long as confcious integrity finds a place in my 
heart. DiHoyalty, rebellion and tre^Sbn are confounded, by the 
inafs of maiiKind, with the fucceis that attends there ; whilfl 
with the. magqanimeus, fuccefs conveys no acquital, nor defeats 
condemnatroa. That the confiitution contained fome of the pur- 
eft principles of liberty, that they have been moft violently af- 
&ilo^, thjit the alTailants have' been enormoufly criminal, and 
that they ibould be feleded for exemplary juftice, I have uni« 
fomily averted— then let thofe vital principles of the conftitu- 
tion be the fiandard, and let their violation be the criminal teft. 
1 a(k but that the world ihould be informed of the part 1 have a^- 
ed ; there have been inftances of virtue which might challenge 
the brighter page of the world, there have been crimes which 
Cannot be equalled in the records of hell, I demand a fair allot* 
ment of my ihare in.a juft diftribution, and with the claims ofji 
calumniated- man, I call on my calunxniators for publicatiun, opt 
only hy the imperfcriptible right of felf-defence, but by the right 
of exprefo ftipulation : The whole of what has been delivered bjF 
^, fills one hundred pages, of which only one has been pub- 
Ufhed ; publiihthe ninety-nine Vhich-have been fi4>prefled9 
f nd when the world are informed of the crimes I have-detailed, 
and the principles upon which I have aded, then let them judge 
whether I have had recourfe to refinance and to foreign aid againft 
tbe conditution, or againft racks, tortures, laOiings, half-hangingi^ 
burning houfes> rape, military execution, baftiles, free quarteis^ 
«nd every fpeciesof opprefliou. Ifthefe ninety- nine pages coa« 
.tain &liihpod8, why have I not been expofed by their being pub- 
liibed ? if they coaUiiicoiifeffions of co&fcious guilt, orhuobly 

L 
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cd detectioil from'rising, who remained In * tKc c'h 
ty fen* purposes of kitem^ insurrection. 

It was happjrfor Great Britain at this alarming^ 
crisis, that the French government' was in the 
hands of feeble politicians, who^ though well ac« 

ktiploring his majefiy*s mercy, why are they not publiflied ? If 
fhefe pages do not contain unanfwerable Charges againft the- 
king*8 minifters, if they contain any thing that can,be torturod in- 
to their iuftiiication, and above all, if they contain a fyllable. 
that impeaches the credit of the oppofition of England, is it 
credible 'they would not have been publifhed ?<^he them evev;^ 
line to the world, and if they tontain a thought, which the inaa 
who loves his fpecies'can difclalm, if they contain a dire- 
laftion of my priiKi{)Ies, breach of my engagements, treafon ' t» . 
my CRufe or my country, or perfidy to my friends, let me bo 
overwhelmed hy the infamy attendant on iufiant expofure. You • 
dare not, like the witlefs ^bird, you hide your head and think 
you have eCcaped detedion. When it is ^own, that of one 
hundred pages, ninety-nine have ^ been kept back, are you f» 
fu weak as to imagine, that any other reafon will be affigned^ 
than that your own crimes and the crimes of the government 
have made you fupprefs them ? Can the (illiefi dotard fuppose^ 
that you have bmken your fulemn engagcmeirts, and held out 
thdfe feptemberizing menaces in Lord Comwallis^s name, -to 
prevent the publication of -thofe ninety-nine pages, if they cou* 
contain a particle that could criminate me,- or impeach the hon- 
or of the 'oppo(ition of England ? "No, they will furmife the ^ 
tmth> they will be convinced, that you have uttered faXCt ' 
hood";, tbsEt yon have given grounds fjr calumny, that you'hav^ . 
deceived the parliament, aitd thatyQu^have prollituted the name' \ 
of a man dC honor, to moll infamous, murderous mciiace, and. 

. to moil di&onorable breaches of the moft folemn engagements 1 ' 

** At any time, juftice to inyf«lf or thofe venerated men you \ 
haveattempted to defame, would call for the difclofure I have 
made ; but now, when minifleriai confidence has become the ' 
wicked and deftrudHve jargon of the day, it is a duty I owe mj" 
country to give a true and faithful pifture of the honor your min- \ 
ifterlal integrity affords Let me be baniflied to the moll didant;' ' 
pole, you cannot eradicate the love ' of' country fi-om my." 
heart: Country is my god; upon its alter I could oiTer ii'p 
<iOt only fortune, not only life— I can do more—I can facrihce 
revenge. Had the dreadful list of thofe beloved friends, whom 
1 Ih'aH mourn while I live, been greater than it is*-had the pro- 
fufionofmy own particular blobd, been fo abundant, that* I . 
were left ttij laft of mine own-race— did my fuffeirings equaJ^ 

.for exceed ihey could not^ the |zu>it excruciating tortures which 
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foainted with the state of Ireland, hadunaccounta^. 
biy neglected to embrace the opportunity, & pursue, 
the plan which had been laid out for them by Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, andAe celebrated Mr. O'Con- 
nor, and others ^ of the malecontents^ in Ireland : 

refounded in every hamlet throughout the nation— if /^* fahation of 
wrijbndwireatfii^e^ I woutd ft retch out one arm to grafp the bloody 
hands of my deiuded> madened, betrayed couitryraen, point the 
other to our corn mon- parent, and in the delivera?ice of our ccJirimon 
rtuntry, bury all remembrance of the paft ; while mutual tears 
of bittereft grief ^ forrow and regret, ihouYd waih away all me- 
mory of how all former blood has (lowed. Aild thefe lo my 
crimes, and let the expofure of your guilt be one. The more 
clearly I have deptfted you, the more vindiftive your revenge. 
What I va?ue^ and which I now d«feitdy^ is* above your reach; 
power is not tempered to pierce the Ihield which hone<^.y can 
forge — put charafter upon its trial, no jury can be packed— the 
patriots who hkv« ever lived, arc duly fummOncd to attend, and 
time records, the verdi£f. The patriots of<5reece and' Rome, the 
Kuffels, Sydneys, Hampdens. aad Roger Miore, the patriots 
of Helvetia, ofBatavia, of America j ha»e all been branded trai- 
tors io the days ^hey livetT; but pofleftty- bar done ^hemjallice, 
Chara^r is never fairly before the wojld until the owner is no 
fflore. Wiiile 1 live, though it be witkin^the prccin^^K's of Ihs 
fciffbid, I will vindicate iny honor, I will raife my , voice fi^om 
iHe depths of my dungeon, and wh*Mi 1 (halt have d fcharged 
the lafl debt my country caa ezpe^, or 1 can pay— -the world 
will do me juftice. 

- *• Young lord, 1 fought- you not, you have grappled with m/ 
honor upoa thefe troubled waters •, if your's thall havt perilh^rf, . 
Waroe your own temerity. Mark but the froaUeA Ihade in a'ly-'- 
clurge I have made againfl you, that is not grov tided iu the 
l>nghteft truth, audi will P2el more pleaCure (if poilTSTe) in re- 
ti^iQ;^ it, Utaxk .1 have fcit pain in travefling through thb fou)^- 
and ibaiBeful hiilory of your ditbonor.. Tbofe who know me befl, 
will acq'iit nwj of the defpond^nt, gloomy- mind, which likes i > 
dsrelT OT^ human nature^s dark, defonned fide ; whilft thofe who 
kiow me leaft and liate m s mo% ihali teek for grounds fof d^jfa- 
loation^ Had your o0unee& been thofe of tbity , of inei per i ence, 
<>f ignocance, orof inordinale prefumptioo, the pt>iBpous, empty 
carriage of the man Ihould have enfured your acquittal ^ but va- 
cant indeed mufl be the mind that cannot mark the ilrong and • 
glaring lines, which feparate truth from falihood, honor from in- .^ 
&tny, and fixith from perfidy. Convince me that you are guiit- 
le£i^ that I am in error, and I will do you juflicc ; but with thefe 
iRioAg junprelfions of ftrong .convi^itoa..eu mymiiidy IcanCub^- 



tM HISTORY OF THB > 

iliis was to rtflir«oiiie frigates and iig^ vessels wilif^ 
a plentiful supply of arms and ammunition, widi 
some few troops to keep the revolmionary ann^^ 
in spirits ; Ireland might then hava been lost for 
ever to Gveat Britain.-. 

The French directory who had hitherto contem— 
plated the progress of the eivil wsu: in seeming' 
tranquility, now seemed eager to revive it, by 
transmitting a force, which would have been fwr- 
mid^ble previously to the action of Vinegar^HiUt 
but now proved insignificant and contemptiUe-. 
Accordingly, at a period when the arts of peace^ 
began once more to be cultivated, a body of men 
amounting to abount nine hundred, was landedf 
from three frigates^-at Rillala^bay, in the <;ouiity: 
of Mayo ^ and General Humbert,, an offieer. who^ 
had distinguished himself under Hoche, duriog: 
the Vendeanwar, immediately took up his head 
qiiarters at the Bishop's palace. But such excellent 
discipline was constaifdy maintained by these in-- 
vadtrs while they remained in^ KiBaki, that with/ 
every temptation to plucder, which the time ani 
the number of valuable articlts within their reach^' 

, not one single article of private property was car*- 
riedaway. 

On the morning after his arrival^ Uumbcitbe<« 
gan his military operations by pushing forward ta 
Ballina, a detachment of an hundred men, forty of 
whom he had mounted on the best horses he could 
seize. A green flag was mounted over the castle 
gate, with the inscription of Erin go Bragh^ im* 

/ port'mg to invite the country people to join the 

f^ribe myfelf with no other fcntiment^ than that which arifes from 
a mixture of pity aiid conteinpL ' 

ARTHUR O^CONNER. 
Ftotn my FriJoTi*^ January \th^ 1709L 
TV LoRo Castlsbea^ 
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jFVench. Their cause was to be forwdtded l^ Afe 
imme^ate deliveiy of arms, ammunition, and 
eiothing to the new kvies of the county, proper- ^ 
ty was to be. inviolable. Ready money was to^' 
come over in ships, expected every daiy from - 
Fraace. In the mean time, whatever was bought - 
was paid for in drafts on the future directory. . 

Humbert left KiUala with a quantity of ammu- 
niti6ninthepo6se^onof200 men and 6 oiBcers^ . 
and 6n.the 25th about seven o'clock in the evening- 
took possession of BaUina,£rom whence the garri- 
son fled on his approach. - Here he left behind'^ 
him but one oflicer, with avery small part of the^ 
French, and several of the Irish recruits;: Hxim- - 
bert was sensible of the advantage of pushing for* - 
ward with vigor, and tl>at a rapid progress into the 
interior could sdone bring the natives to his stand* 
ard< At B^inamany hundred peasants repaired 
to him, and with eagerness received arms anduni- 
fotins. The French commander determined to 
sittack the forces at Castiebar,- and began his 
imurch on the morning of the 26th,vwith eight hun- 
dised of his own men, and less than fifteen hundred 
of the raw peasantry. He advanced through moun- 
tains, byways generally deemed impossible to an - 
army, with two small curricle guns, the repairing^. 
0^ the carriage of one which fortunately for the : 
British army, caused some hours delay ia their 
march. The French. were at seven o'clock within 
two miles of the town before which the King's army 
liad their position on a rising ground to receive 

them. 

Humbert being desirous to magnify his little ar* 
my by the appearance of numbers, had dressed up 
n^at one thousand of the peasantiy in uniforms^ 
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arid aftertrards posted them on Ae flanks in surff 
a manner as to protect his column from the irt of 
the enemy. 

'The field of battle, t^ which he was now in full 
march consisted of a hiU, at the north^weit extit* 
niity of the town, where .the English forces wea^e 
drawn up in two lines which crowned the summits ) 
a small reserve was stationed in the rear, some 
curricle and battallion guns were posted in the 
fi*6nt, and commanded arising ground, over which 
the invaders must nepessarily pass. The efTcotive 
strength commanded by General Lake on this day 
fell very little short of seven thousand men. 

About eight o'clock in the morning, the French 
v>cre seen advancing in column, and the peasantry 
who joined theih, made an ineffectual attempt to 
divert the fire of the artillery, which was wdl ser?^ 
e J, and at first made such execution among the 
French, that they instantly fell back some paces.' 
They then filed off in small parties to the right aisd 
left, and assniled the English tfoops in flank, who 
had scarcely fired a second round, when they and 
iheir commander were seized with a panic, brdke 
oAoiisidesand fledin extreme confusion through the 
town OR the road to Tuam . So strong was the pimie, 
occasionedprincipally for the want of a skilftkl com- 
mander, that the Royal troops on this fatal occa- 
sibn never halted, till they reached the town of 
Tuam, neariy forty English miles from the scen^ 
of action. General Lake being still in the utmost 
state of trepidation, renewed the march of the ar- 
my after a short refreshment, and retired still far- 
ihier towards AAlone. The artillery, lost by his 
cirmy in this defeat, consisted of fourteen pieces, of 
which four were curricle guns. ; Besides that of 
ihe carbineers, of which no return has been pub- 
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Mied. The iods of liyies, as waft the custom dm- 
iagihkr war has never beea stated accurately, nor 
the loss -of the French ever known to us. 

The Marquis Cornwall*^ from the first intelli-. 
gence of the invasiDny had notwithstanding the 
soiaUness . of the invading army been so sensiole of 
thte danger of rekindling thesmothered flame of re* , 
b^ion- as to have determined to inarch in 
p^tBQ» against the enemy. His Excellency saw 
that the utmost cautipn was expedient^ as well as 
vigour in the movements of his forces* 
' The advanced guard of the French having ar- 
rived at Cloony, was opposed on the 5th by Colo- 
bW Verrekerof the city of Limerick militia, who 
hadi&arched from Sligo for the purpose. The 
Colonel found the enemy arranged for his reccpti- 
Oft between him and th^ town of Cloony. After 
9 smart action of about an hour's continuance, the 
Colonel was obliged to give way to a superior force 
tod retreat to B^yshannon. 
' In the mean time, the army under the Lord 
Lieutenant hastily advanced, on purpose to cut 
offtheprogres oftibe invaders, who in the course 
«rf. seventeen days had penetrated a considerable 
way into the kingdom, fought. and gained a battle 
and appeared to be in possession of the whole of 
' Connaught. At length, acolunin ot troops under 
Lieutenant Colonel Crawford, burning with im- 
patience to wipe oflFtbe late disgrace, came up with 
the rear of the retiring foe at Ballinamuch ; while 
LordComWaUis, with the grand army, crossed the 
river Shannon, marched to Johnstown, in the , 
county of Longford in order to intercept the ene- 
my in front, in his way to Granard j or should he . 
proceed, to surroxmd, hifh with an army of thirty 
iJiausand men. In. this desperut •* sxtua^on, Hum- 



htrt arranged his» forces, vAA no other object, as it 
must be presumed, than to mlECintain the honor of 
the French^armi; The rear guard having heen^ 
ttCf^tfed % Colonel Crawford, about two Windfcd 
6fthe French surrendered^.. Ttfe rest ^continued 
to defend thenoselves {qr^bove half an hour, whea 
on the appearance of the main body of the grand. 
MXtfxy they also surrendered, when to the astonish-* 
meat of their conquerors' they were found to a- 
Bdount to no more than eight hundredf and forty- 
four men. The loss^of the British was contempt- - 
iblc ; but a great slaughter took place imiong such^ 
of the peasantry, as trusting to their good fortune; . 
h^d not disbanded ; for^ considerable number of 
these perished in their flight, about oiie hundred*^ 
only having been ts^en prisoners, among whom^. 
^were two of their principal chiefs, M essrs*.Teeling ■ 
and Blake, who were instantly eaiecuted.. 

It must even remain an humiliating reflection 'i 
Upon the bustle and power of the British arms, that < 
so pitiful a detachment as that of eleven hundred : 
French infantry, should, in a kingdom, in which'^ 
there was an armed force of above fifteen hundred > 
thousand m^en, have not only put tof rout a select 
army of sevea thousand men, prepai^d ta rfeceive 
the invaders, but also provided themselves With.: 
ordnance and amunition from the Royal stores, ta- ' 
ken several towns, marched one hundred and twen*'' 
ty-two Irish (above one hundred and fifty) English, 
miles through the country, and kept arms in their 
victorious hands for seventeen days< in the heart*' 
of an armed kingdom. But it was this British 
army, which the untemporising and gallant Abetii' 
ctombie had on, the 26th of February, found in 
such a state of licentiousness^ that must render it 
formdal^ t^ e^rf one but the emmy^ 



* The prudence of Lord ComwalliB in the {dan 
ef his movements, in aline between the French ^nd 
Waterier country, is evinced, from the failure of an 
insurectionin the neighbourhood c^Ck-anard, which 
had taken place while the French were marching 
from Castlebar, and had been designed as a pow* 
erful diversion in their favour, and even to afford 
them a commanding post, whence they might more 
conveniently direct dieir operations against the me« 
tropoli^* The plan was> first te seize the town of 
Gnuiitttit and dien to attack the town of Cavan, 
wliere considerable stores of arms and ammunitioti 
were deposited. Granard was nearly surprized i^ 
a body of some thousand peasantry, but it was 
most ably defended by the B^3ratiuniy whteh WM 
m* complete prepaWition to receive lhem» Be* 
tween 2 and 3 o^dock i a the afternoon the insure 
genta fled and were pursued with great slaughter. 
NotwiAstanding the speedy supp^ssioR df the 
ipasantry in rebbeIU<>n in die Bcighbouihood of; 
Grward^ and* the surrender- of the French army; 
two days after at BaJljrnamuch^ yet, in the coun^ 
of Mayo, where they had at first nsen to assist A& 
invaders, they still persevered in astate^of insur- 
rection*. Casttebar, which on its evacuation by ' 
the French, hadbeen occupied by the King^s troops^ 
was attacked in the morning of the l^th Septeni<P< 
ber -by a body <^ the simfde peasant without any- 
leaders and rapoirted to be two thousand in num« 
her. The garrison was so judiciously posted,, aa- 
to completely rout the assailants at the first onset* 
Anodic body of peasantry of about eight hundred 
m number attacked general French, with twelve 
hunted men in the town of Kitlala. They were 
also instandy defeated with the slaughter of more 
than one hatf of their nainber». 
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Scarcely had a month elapsed, when s^small sqtUL'*^ 
dron carrying a remforcentient to the French troops 
was descriedyattackedand discomfited, by Sir John 
Borlase Warren, and the whole captured, two fri- 
gates only excepted* Among the prisoners seized 
upon this occasion was Mr. Thesbald Wofe Tone, , 
with whom had originated the^ plan of the society 
of United Irishmen, and the idea o£«n Irish re- 
public, with the. assistance, but totally indepen-. 
dent of, France. After acting in the character of 
^.plenipotentiary to,' he w^ now returning with a 
comnussion as Lieutenant-General in the service 
of, the directory, oi^ purpose to support with his 
sword the principles^he had so ably inculcated by* 
his pen. On his trial ho^appcMcd in court in his^ 
his Frenchupiforiniimd|ibM(^'if;iiiily to the crime, 
pf which he was charged i sJ^ed^ivg, that what hor 
bad once* done, he should be ashamed ta.deny» .He ; 
had, though unsuccessfully, atucmptpd to do lor hitf 
country, what Washington had micdecdin, what 
Kosciud(0 had failed in^ and unlike them both he' ' 
bad forfeitedr his life : b|it a man engaged in such 
pursuits, should ever be ready to nidhe that sacri- 
fice. . He then requested to be indtdged with death 
in the m<fet honorable nianeer^ and as he had no 
doubt of the decisioa of the court, he expressed a. 
wish that a confirmation of it by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant might be Iiad as soon as possible, and-exe- 
cution of the sentence immediately follow, within 
an hour if it were pnucticable. 

On Sunday evening he was informed, that his 
conviction and sentence were confirmed by his £xp 
cellency ; but that his reqi^est, $is to the mode of 
execution, could not be comptied with ; that he . 
must suffer thp same as oihers, who were taken in:, 
war against their king. To avoid ^is, he fo^ncLi 
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'Taea&s to put a period to his existence while in pris^ 
on^ — ^Thus ended the most prominent founder of 
the Union, a man, whoseAq[i]^ities and talents, if 
be had succeeded, woatd have graced the noble 
cause he espoused. 

After this, a few' parties atill Ittrked amidst the 
fastnesses, and traversed the mountains, skirmish* 
ing with the troops, and carrying on a predatory 
warfare. An ofcscure, bntbold and intrepid chief, 
of the name of Holt, contrived with a small party, 
for a litde time to elude the vigilance, and baffle the 
arts of his pursuers ; sucih at last was his celebrity, 
that he seemed to resemble one of the Vendean 
leaders, and had Connaught presented the same 
resources as the woods and marshes of Britain^ 
and Anjou, he appeared calculated to exhibit alt 
the stratagems displayed by aStoffiet or a Charette. 
This nian at length became of such consequence as 
4o obtain terms from Government, and his life was 
preserved on condition of his leaving die kingdom. 

This after a bloody waff, of more than three 
months' duration, ended the insu]%otioninlreland, 
which in addition to the'^oss ef millions of propeiC 
ty, as'Wdl -as due lives of near otte hundred ' thou- 
sand men, threw the whole of that kingdom into in- 
describable confusion ; and, had but the French dk 
^rectory exhibited the same degree of ability as the 
prime movers of the conspiracy, the struggle 
wottld in all human probability have ended in the 
^paration of the two countries. . 

it is painful to look back on a contest which had 
its foundation in civil disabilities, arrising from the 
»most cruel and unjust oppressions. ^ A people, 
..groaning with the chains of slavery ought to be re- 
\stored to theirfreedom and enjoy the s^ame immu* 
•fiities a^ their sister kingdom* A Q^veat sovereign, 



133 .HISTORY OF THE Bre. 

whose throne is nowsupportedby conscJidaled'3^ 
minion, ought not to suffer so valuable a por- 
tionofdiem,as thegreat majovityof the Irish, to 
be debased and degradied by thraldom the most io- 
tolerabie, while they are deeme4 to <man his fleets 
and armies in a proportion considerably greater 
than one half, and display themost^inrivaBed bra^ 
very in his service, bearing teiror and dismay to 
his enemies. He must redress, as justice andrea* 
son dsrect, a brave, -magnanimous) ^md virtuoiis 
people, groaning under a most cruel and P^^ 
tyriuty, in the midst of an empire denomiaated 
jree, to which they wot^d be an mcaleulable access 
sion of strength, if protected from expression) pe^ 
secution, torture, and the dread-of threatened and 
meditated extermination ;-»if s^cxxjc^&effectuaV^ 
in their lives, libertis and properties, without «»* 
peachment of th«ir religion and principles^ but 
fihould this be neglected and their grievances lefr^ 
{palling inpumbrance upon them, in consequence of 
malevolent and fabricated caliminies, there wijj 
surely abide a rankling discontent, -likely at aU 
times to produce disturbance and distraction, 
which must necessarily weaken andparafyzette 
energies of the sti^ and of comrseeventuftUy «»>*• 
jbilate the connexion between these countries* 
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Declaration of the Catholic Society of Dublin* 

Dublin, October 21st, 1791. 
IN the present enlightened and improved peri« 
od of sotiety, it is^ not for the Irish Roman Catho- 
lics alone to continue silent. Not accused of 
any crime; not conscious of any delinquency^ 
they suffer a privation of rights and conveniencies, 
the penalty reserved in wise states for oiFences of 
atrodous niagnitude. It does not become them, 
whilst with liberality ever to be grateftdly remem- 
bered, many descriptions of their fellow-citizens 
compassionate their situation, to seem indifferent 
t9 the desirable, and they hope, not distant event 
oC their emancipation. They wish to ascertain 
tipon what terms they may venture to settle in a 
country, which tiiey love with the rational prefer- 
cnce of men, not the simplicity of puerile acqui* 
tscence. It is nptforthe Irish Catiiolics, armed 
«s their cause is with reason and justice, like public 
foes to seek advantage from public calamity* The j 
^^^t to advance their claim at a time most favor- 
^e to discussion, when die condition of 4he ^Ob 
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pire is flourishing and tranquil. They might seem 
culpable to their country, if aflfecting to dissemble 
what it were uumanly not to feel, they reserved 
their pretensions in ambuscade to augment the 
perplexities of some critical emergency. They 
would be culpable to posterity, if they omitted to 
profit of the general inclination of public senti- 
ment. They would be culpable to themselves, if 
they suffered an imputation to subsist, that in the ei&- 
tcht of the British territory, they submit alone with- 
out repining, to k mordfying and oppressive bon- 
dage, degrading to themselves, and pernicious to 
their country. They conceive, that in the present 
state of things, their silence might he received as 
vcyidence of such dispositions. 

Influenced by these considerations, and instruct- 
ed by a recent transaction, that although laws may 
be shameful and preposterous ; for even in a phi- 
losophic age there will be be bigots and tyrants, 
where the votaries, of freedom are most sanguine* 
A number of Roman Catholics^ resident in I)ub- 
yn, have formed themselves into a society, whicjx 
they invite their fellow-sufferers throughoi^t the 
nation to unite with, which shall have for its ob- 
ject to consider, and individually to support with, 
all their zeal and personal influence, such measures, 
not inconsistent with their duty to the civil magis- 
ttrate, as shall appear likely to relieve them irom 
Mxc oppressions and disqualifiii^^tions imposed ifk 
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ttus cottntrf en persons professing the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion. We therefore do unanimously 
resolve. 

That we will, to the utmost of our power, en*- 
deavqr, by all legal and constitutional means, tO' 
procure the repeal <rf the laws by which we are ag- 
grieved, as Roman Catholics. That we will pro- 
mote repeated application to every branch of the 
legislature for that purpose ; and assist such ap- 
plication by all means of legal influence, which it 
shall at any time be possible for us to exert. 

It would be tedious, it might be disgusting, to 
i«»imt each individual grievance under which 
we suffer. The Roman Cadiolics seem preserved 
in this land biit as a source of revenue. The 
whole legislative, the whole executive, the whole 
judicial powers of the state, are in the hands of 
m^n, over whom they have no control, and with* 
wfa<HX% they can hiive little intercourse. They are • 
prohibited to engage in any mode of industry from 
which it is possible to debar them, or which is 
Worth, the tnonopoly. They are restricted in the 
education of their children. As conscientious we 
cannot lightly abandon our religion, as prudent 
men, we hesitate to engage in controversial study ; 
the wisest have been bewildered in such pursuits, . 
and they are for the most part incompatible with 
^ur necessary Occupations. Nor is thererany mO- - 
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tal advaBtage held out as an inducement to changie 
our creed : it is not pretended that we should be- 
come better men, or more dutiful subjects, but 
merely experimentalists in religion seek to gradfy 
their caprice by forcing us from our habits of edu- 
cation into the perplexing labyrinth of dieology* 

The liberty of Ireland to those of our communi- 
on is calamity, and their misfortimes seem likely 
to encrease, as the country shall improve in pros- 
perity and freedom* They may look with envy 
to the subjects of an arbitary mosiarch, and Cf»i- 
trast that government, in which one great tynmt 
xzrsgts die land, with the thomaoid inferior dea- 

.fO(9, 'wlKfmvt'eveiy mrtam they imist encounter. 
They have the busde and cumbersome forms 
without the advantages of liberty. The octenniadl 
period, at which the delegated trust of legislation 
is revoked, and his importance restored to die 
constituent, retuTxis but to disturb their tranquSiw 
ty, and revive the recollectionof their debasement. 

, AU the activity, all the popular acts of electioneer^ 
tng canvas, enforce the idea of their insignificance ; 
they exemplify it too : witness the various prefer- 
ences given by persons of rank to not always the 
most deserving among our Protestant countrymen, 
a preference nearly as detrimental to the indepen- 
dent Protestants as to us. 

There exists not in their behalf any control 
over power* They have felt the truth of this as- 
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aerch», when in this age of toleration, evenwith- 
is the last eight years, several new penal statutes 
have been enacted against them.' 

They experience it daily, not done in the great 
deliberations of the nation, and in the little con- 
cerns of public money for the service of the state, 
but in the local imposidon of county and parochial 
taxes. We appeal to our rulers, we appeal to 
Ireland, we appeal to Europe, if we deserve a 
]^ace in society, should we seem willing to insin- - 
uate that such >a situation is not severely unac* - 
ceptable. . 

We are satisfied that the mere repeal of the * 
laws against us will prove but feebly beneficial, . 
unless the act besanctioned by the concurrence of our 
Protestant brethren, and those jealousies removed, 
by whichthesocialintercourseofprivatelife isinter- 
rupted« It is time we should cease to be distinct na* 
tions, forcibly enclosed within the limits of one 
ijsland* It shall be a capital object of our institution . 
to encourage the spirit of harmony, and sentiments 
of affection, which the ties of common interest, and 
common country, oug^t, ere now, to have in- 
spired. Countrymen ! too long have We suffered 
ourselves to be opposed in rival factions to each 
other, the sport of those who felt no tenderness 
fcM- either. Why should diversity of sentiment, 
00 usual where the matter in debate is^ abstruse or ^* 
A.2 
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laiportant, separate those whom Heaven placca*^ 
together for mutual benefit and consolation ? Ob- 
jects, material in their day, produced hostility 
between our. ancestors. The causes of that dis- 
cord have ceasedto exist ;, let the enmity too pe- 
r ish . Let it be.the duty qf present and future ages 
to prevent the bccurren.ce of such unnatural and 
calamitous .dissentioa ; except in the. actual dis- 
charge of the religious duties, which conscience 
renders inevitable^. we„ wish there never shall be . 
found a trace, of that, which may possibly divide: 
us into distinct communities. . 

TheiU-^flFects of these restrictions are notvcon-- 
fined to those of our religion ; they extend to evejy 
individual,, and every public, body in the nation ; 
under the weightof them, jndustr}'', under .their r 
influence, . public spirit ia enervated. It rs the in- 
terest of.every man in Ireland, that the.entire code 
ahonld be . abolished. . It is the interest of the 
crown, as it must promote the general . happiness'. , 
cf the subjects.. It is the interest of the great, as ^ 
it will serve<to tranquilize the country, and to en- - 
courage industry ;-it,is the additional interest of. 
the middle and inferior .ranks, as it must .impart - 
new importance to their sentiments, and to the 
expression of their sentiments ; ,we call, upon e- - 
vtry order. of the state, pot alone by their benevo* - 
lejice and justice, but by their patriotism and self*-- 
iut«te&t, 10 co-operat^ with our exertions^ 
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R adds the insult of mockery to the misfortune 
* of the Irish Catholics, that the number of persons . 
aggrieved, m every other instance an inducement 
to redress, is a reason alledged to procrastinate 
their reilef, and an argument used to impose si- 
lence on their murmurs : is it their act^ that a 
multitude of Irishmen are aggregated by common 
grievance, and classed in one greatcommunity of 
fellow-sufferers ? Why accuse them of hostility to 
the constitution ? They earnestly solicit to parti- 
cipate in its advantagesii Why suspect them of 
enmity to their country ? They desire entirely to 
incorporate themselves- with it, to contract closer 
ties, which shall' decide them to consign their pos- 
terity irrevocably to its bosom. We envy not its ; 
endowments to the estabKshed church ; adversfty 
Has instructed us, that all the consolations which . 
are promised, are most faithfully and tenderly ad- 
ministered by the pastors yrith moderate appoint- 
ments, a free gift of gratitude to the kindest be- 
nefactors. Fastidiously excluded from the con- 
stitution, we can pronounce on it but as aliens, 
by speculation... We discern in it the means of 
much happiness ; we regret that its symmetry is 
not complete ; a chasm remains which might be 
filled with advantage by the Roman Catholics ; we 
have neither passion nor interest at variance with 
the order of things it professes to establbh. We 
dcisire only that property in our hands may have 
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its natural weight, and merit in our children its ~ 
rational encouragemeiuu We have sworn allegi- 
ance to our sovereign, and the very, evils wc com- 
plain of prove how inviolable is our attachment to 
«uch obligation. We respect the peerage, the or- 
nament of the state, and the bulwark of the people^ 
interposing, as we hope the Irish Catholics will 
eiqierience, mediatory good offices between au^ 
thority and the bjects of it. We solicit a share 
of interest in die existence of the commons. Do 
you require tm additional* test? Wc offer one 
more unequivocal than a volume of abjurations^— ^ - 
we hope to be free, $^nd will endeavor to be unit* - 
ed« Do you require new proofs of our sincerity h- 
We stood by you in the exigencies of our country* 
We extend our hands, the pledge of cordiality* 
I Who is)ie that calls himself a friend to< Ireland,, 
and will refuse u?. . 

We feel ourselves justified in this association : - 
the period draws near when it will be fit the Irish - 
Catholics approach the legislature with respectful 
solicitations* It is meet that those who suffer 
should confer, in order to ascertain the means and 
matter of redress likely to prove at once satisfacto- 
ry and successful.. It is insinuated, that some of 
our Protestant brethren are adverse to our eman- - 
cipation 5 it is meet we should investigate the 
grounds of this strange assertion. The laws that 
have separated us iifom our countrymen, de£troy«i^ - 
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ing oor intercourse with bodies constituted by au- 
thority, leave us no other manner to collect, or to 
convey the general sense of our grievances, thsua 
this of a self-created society. We mean not to 
interfere with the harmony now happily subsisting 
through the nation : if the applications on our be* 
half are complied with, we can never have oc-» 
casion ; if rejected, we cannot have an interest 
tointemipt it Engaged for the most part in the 
various departments of commerce, we are con- 
cerned tiot less than any other class of citizens, to 
ciddvateAe blessings of tranquility ; individual- 
ly, we have more at stake than some, who pre- 
sume to falsify our motives, and calumniate 
Our actions. The Roman Catholic body measur- 
ed strengdi with the power of the state, and was, 
vanquished, when it possessed a force that never 
taoi be exerted, and was opposed to enemies far 
less numerous than it now should encounter, 
the confiscations of that period are confirmed to 
the present occupies by immemorial possessions^ 
by the utter impossibility of ascertaining the origi- 
nal proprietors, by the personal and pecuniary in- 
terest of almost every Roman Catholic in the land 
to maintain the setdement. Many of our commu- 
nion already have, and still more are likely to 
expend their property on titles derived under these 
forfeitures. It is not from the wealthy, attached 
to their present enjoyment, that commotion is to 
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be apprehended. It is not from the industrious" ; 
asingle year of anarchy must prove fatal to their 
competence. It is not from the poor, a wretched 
bsind of slaves, mouldering under these bad laws, 
and only made use of to degrade the Irish Catho- 
lics to a rabble, when it is convenient to despise 
thein. We are willing to fcrget that any beside 
the present race ever existed in this island; We 
long have been willing to forget it^ if our recollec*^ 
tion were not kept alive by what we suffer,- and 
by the celebration of fesUvsJs, memorable only 
as they denote the aera and the events, from whence 
' we date our bondage. 

We will endeavor by tenoperate, by miremit- 
ting assiduity, to procure the benefit of that consti- 
tution, which, of our fellow-subjects, is denied 
to those alone of our persuasion. We are amean*> 
able to all the decrees of the state ; we contribute 
to 2^\ its exigencies ; we are still to be informed 
i^pon what grounds its advantages are made a mo- 
nopoly to our exclusion. We challenge an inves- 
tigation of our principles and conduct ; we feel not 
ourselves ; we know not that there is in our breth- 
ren a deficiency of manly spirit, of capacity or vir- 
tue ; which ought to assign to the Irish Roman 
Catholics an inferior rank among the creatures of 
our common Father. If we have a crime, it is to 
have slept over our chains ; our cause is the cause 
of justice, and our country. We solicit counsel 
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^Mid assistance from all to whom these sacred 
names do not present themselves unheeded. 

To the patronage of the lettered we peculiarly 
recommend ourselves ; where talents have arisen 
among us, they have been compelled to seek re- 
fuge in a foreign country, or they have perished 
in their infancy, robbed of the hope that animate ; 
curtailed of the education that invigorates them* 
We claim as of right, the benefit of open trial and 
candid discussion ; even amidst the cares of legis- 
lating for an extensive empire, the British senate 
did not refuse its attention to the unfortunate ex- 
iles of Africa. If in this enlightcnd age it is still 
om' doom to suffer, we submit ; but at least let us 
learn what imputation of crimes can instigate, or 
what motives of expedience can account for the 
denunciation of that heavy judgment. That if 
loyalty, which strong temptations could never ali- 
enate ; if exemplary good conduct under the most 
trying circumstances, if reverence to a constitu- 
tion which in our native land we are forbidden to 
approach, be insufficient to remove unjust asper- 
sions, and entide us to the kindness and confidence 
of our brethren, we may be at least instructed how 
we should atone for what we cannot deem inexpi- 
able, the political errors or misfortunes of our 
ancegtors. 

Bfj order of the Society^ 

TliEOBALD M*KENNA. 
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Declaration of the Society ef the United Jrisbmen^ 

Friday, 30th December, 1791. 
Society of United Irishmen of Dublin. 
The Honorable Simon Butler in the chair. 
Resohedunanimoudyj that the following circular 
letter, reported by our committee of correspond 
dence, be adopted and printed. 

THIS letter is addressed to you from the cor- 
responding committee of the society of the Uni«» 
ted Irishmen in Dublin. 

We annex the declaration of political principles, 
which we have subscribed, and the test which wc 
have taken, as a social and sacred compact to 
bind us more closely together. 

The object of this Institution is to make an uni- 
ted society of the Irish nation ; to make all Irish- 
men citizens ; all citizens Irishmen : nothing ap« 
pearing to us more natural at all times, and at 
this crisis of Europe more reasonable, than that 
those who have common interest, and common 
enemies, who suffer common wrongs, and lay 
claim to common rights, should know each other, 
and should act together. In our opinion, igno- 
2!&nce has been the demon of discord, which has 
so long deprived Irishmen, not only of the' bles- 
sings of well-regulated government, but even the 
conuaon benefits of civil society* Peace in th» 
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island kas hitherto been a peace on this principlet 
and with the consequences of civil war. For a 
century past there has indeed been tranquility, but 
to most of Qur dear countrymen it has been thti 
tranquility of a dungeon ; and if the land hai^ 
lately prospered, it has been owing to the good* 
Bess of Providence, and the strong efforts of hu- . 
man nature resisting and overcoming the malig« 
nant influence of a miserable administraticm. . 

To resist this influence, which rules by discord 
and embroils by system, it is in vain to act as indi- 
viduals or as parties, it becomes necessary by an 
^on of minds, and a knowledge of each other, to 
will and act as a nation. To know each other 
is to know ourselves ; the weakness of one and 
the strength of many. Union therefore is pow- 
€r ; it is wisdom j it must prove liberty. 

Our design therefore in forming this society, is 
to ^ve an example, which, when well followed, 
must collect the public will, and concentrate the 
public power into one solid mass, the effect of 
which, once put in motion, must be rapid, mo* 
mentous, and consequential. 

In thus associating we have thou^t little about 
our ancestors, much of our posterity. Are we 
forever to walk like l^easts of prey, over fields 
which these ancestors stained with blood. In look« 
ing back^ we see nothing on the one part but ssvf« 
B 
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age force succeeded by savage policy ; on the othtfr» 
an unfortunate nation, ^^ scattered and peeled, 
meted out and trodden down !" We see a mutu- 
al intolerance, and a common damage of the first 
moral emotios of thelieart, which lead us to esteem 
and place confidence in our fellow-creatures. Wa 
see this and are silent ; but we gladly look forward 
to brighter prospects, to a people united in the 
fellowship of freedom, to a parliament the express 
image of the people, to a prosperity established 
on civil political liberty, to a peace, not the gloomy 
and precarious stillnes of men brooding over their 
wrongs, but that stable tranquility, which rests 
on the right of human nature, and leans on the 
arms by which these rights are to be maintsuned. 

Our piincipal rule of conduct has been to attend* 
lo those things in which we agree, to exclude 
from our thoughts those in which we differ. We 
agree in knowing what are our rights, and in dar- 
ing to assert them. If the rights of men be duties 
to God, we are in this respect of one religion. Our 
creed of civil faith is the same ; we agree in think* 
ing, that there is not an individual among our mil- 
lions, whose happiness can be established on any 
foundation so rational and so solid, as on the hap- 
piness of the whole community. We agree there- 
fore in the necessity of giving political value and 
station to the great majority of the people ; and. 
wj^ think, thsU whosoever desires an amended con^ 
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stitutSon, without inclu(fing the great body of the 
people, must on his own principles be convicted 
of political persecutions, and political monopoly. 
If the present electors be themselves a morbid 
part of ourconstitution where are we to recur 
for redress but to the whole community ? " A 
" more unjust and absurd constitution cannot be 
" devised than that, which condemns 'the natives 
"of a country to perpetual servitude, \mderthe 
**arbiti*ary dominion of strangers and slaves.'' 

We argreein tliinking, that the first and most, 
indispensable condition of the laws of a free state, 
is the assent of those, whose obedience they re- 
quire^ and for whose benefit only they are design- 
ed. Without, therefore, an impartial and adequate 
representation of the community, we agree in die- 
claring, we can have no constitution, no coimtry,. 
no Ireland. Without this, our late revolution we 
declaim to be fallacious and ideal ; a thing much 
talked of, but neither felt nor seen. The act of 
Irish sovereignty has been merely tossed out of the . 
English houses into the cabinet of the ministers ; 
and nothing remains to the people, who of right 
are every thing, but a servile majesty and a ragged 
independence. 

We call most earnestly on every great and good 
man, who at the late sera spoke or acted for his 
country, to consider less of what was done, than 
of what there remmns to do. We call upon their 
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aeaatorial wisdom to consider the monstrous and 
immeasureable distance, which separates uithis 
island die ranks of social life, makes labour ineffec^ 
tual, taxation unproductive, and divides the nation 
into petty despotism and public misery. We call 
upon tlieir tutelar genius, "to remember, that go- 
vernment is instituted to remedy, not to render 
more grievous, the natural inequality of mankind, 
and that unless the rights of the whole community 
be asserted, anarchy (we cannot call it govern- 
ment) must continue to prevrul, when the strong 
tyrannize, the rich oppress, and the mass are bray- 
ed in a mortar. Wc call upon them, therefore, to 
build their arguments and tlieir actions on the broad 
platform of general good. 

Let not the rights of nature be enjoyed merefy 
by connivance, and the rights of conscience mere* 
ly by toleration. If you raise up a prone people, 
let it not be merely to their knees : let the nation 
stand. Then will it cast away the bad habit of 
servitude which has brought with it indolence, ig- 
norance, an extinction of our faculties, an aban- 
donment of our very nature. Then will every 
rig^t obtained, every franchise exercised, prove a 
seed of sobriety, industry, and regard to character, 
and the manners of the people will be formed cm 
the model of their free constitution. 

This rapid exposition of our principles, our ob« 
ject, and ovu* rule of conduct, must naturally sug* 
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l^t tfie wish of multifdjring similar societies, anc^N^ 
the propriety of addressing such a desire to you. - 
Is it necessary for us to request, that you will, hold 
out y<nur hand, and open your heart to your coun« 
ttyman, townsman, neighbour P Can you form a 
hope for polidcal redemption, and by political pe- 
nalties, or civil exeommunications, withhold th^ 
rights of nature from your brother ? We beseech 
you rallyall the friends of liberty within your circle 
round this societjr as a centre. Draw together 
your best and bravest thoughts, your best and 
bravest men. • You will experience as we have 
done, that those points of union will quickly at* * 
tpact niunbers, while the assemblage of such socie- 
ties, acting in ccmcert, moving as one body with 
one impulse, and one direction, will, in no long . 
tifne, beconse not parts of the nation, buf^the nation 
iiaelf ; spealang with its v»iee, expressing its will^ < 
resistless in its powen * 

' We again intreat you to look around for men fit 
tb^form those stable supports, on which Ireland 
may rest the lever of liberty. If there be but ten, 
ttke those ten. Ifthere but two, take those two, 
and trust with confidence to the sincerity of your 
intention, the justice of your cause, and tiie sup- 
port of your country. 

Two objects interest the nation, a plan of repre- 
sentation, and the means of accomplishing it. 
Hxese societies if itt be a mo8tpow«r&]l means i 
B 2 
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but a popular plan would itself be a means for its^ 
own accomplishment. We haye therefore to re- 
f|uest, tfiat you will, favour us with your ideas re- 
specting the plan which appears to you mo9t eligi- 
ble, on the present more enlarged and liberal prin- 
ciples which actuate the people ; at the same time 
giving your sentiments upon our national coalition, 
on the means of promoting it, and on> the political: 
state and disposition of the country or town where 
you reside. We know what resistance will be 
made to your patriotic efforts by those, who tri- 
umph in the disunion and degradation of their coun- 
try. The greater the necessity of reform, the- 
greater probably will be the resistance : we know^ 
that there is much spirit that requires beings 
brought into mass, as well as much massy body 
that must be refined into spirit. We have maaay 
enemies, and no enemy is contemptible; we dt>* 
not despise the enemies of the Union, the liberty; 
and the peace of Ireland, but we are not of nature, 
nor have we encouraged the habit of fearing any. 
man, or any body of men, in an honest and honors 
Able cause. In great undertakings like the pre- 
sent, we declare, that we haye found it always, 
more diflScult to attempt, than to accomplish. The 
people of Ireland must perform all they wish, if 
they attempt all that they can. 
Signed by order, 

JAMES NAPPEJR TANDY, Sec 
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GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

Dublin, March 1^,1792. 

IkclarcUion of the Catholics of Ireland^ 

WHERE AS ccrt^n opinions and principled, 
inimical to good order and government, Rave been 
attributed to the Catholics, the existence of which 
we utterly deny ; and whereas it is at this time 
peculiarly necessary to remove such imputations, 
and to give the most full and ample satisfaction to. 
our Protestant brethren, that we hold no principle 
whatsoever incompatible with our duty as men or 
as subjects, or repugnant to liberty whether politi- 
cal, civil, or religious*. 

Now we, the Catholics of Ireland, for the re- 
moval of all such imputations, and in deference^to 
the opinion of many respectable bodies of met^ 
and individuals among our Protestant brethren, 
do hereby in the face, of our country, of all Eu- 
i:ope, and before God, make this our deliberate aod 
solemn declaration ^ 

t3t. We abjure,, disavow, and condemn the opi- 
nion, that princes, excommimicated by the Pope 
and council, or by any ecclesiastical authority what' 
soever y may ijierefore be deposed or murdered by 
their subjects, or any other persons. We hold 
such doctrine in detestation,, as wicked and im- 
piaus ; asid we declare, diat we do not believe,' th^t 
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either the Pope, \?ith or without a general eouncil, 
or any prelate or priestyor any ecclesiastical power 
whatsoever^ can absolve the subjects of this king- 
dom, or any of diem, from their allegiance to his 
majesty King George the Third, who is, by au- 
thority of parliament^ the lawful king of this 
realm* 

2d. We abjure, condemn, and detest, as un- 
christian and impious, the principle, that it is law- 
ful to murder, destroy, or any ways injure any 
person whatsoever, for or underthe pretence ofbe*^^ 
ing heretics; and we declare solemnly before God, 
that we believe that no act^ in itself unjust^ immoraly 
or wicked^ can ever bejtistijied or excused by^ or 
under pretence or colour^ that it was done either for 
thegoodof the churchy or in obedience to any eccle^- 
siastical power whatsoever* 

dd. We further declare, that we hold it as an un- 
christian and impious principle, that ^^ no faith is 
to be kept with heretics*'' This doctrine we de- 
test and reprobate, not only as contrary to our re- 
ligion, but as destructive of morality, of society, 
and even of common honesty ; and it is our firm 
belief, that an oath made to any person, not of the 
Catholic religion, is equally binding, as if it were 
made to any Catholic whatsoever. 

4th. We have been charged with holding as an 
article of our belief, that the Pop^, with or withovc 
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die authority of a general councillor that certain 
ecclesiastical powers can acquit and absolve us be* 
fore God, from our oath of allegiance, or even 
from the just oaths and contracts entered into be- 
tween man and man : 

Now we do utterly renounce, abjure, and deny, 
that we hold or maintain any such belief, as being 
contrary to the peace and happiness of society, in<« 
cot»istent with morality, and above all, repugnant 
to the true spirit of the CathoUc Religion* 

5th. We do further declare, that we do not be- 
lieve that the Pope of Rome, or any other prince, 
prelate, state, or potentate, hath, or ought to have, 
any temporal or civil jurisdiction, power, superi- 
ority, or pre-eminence,directly or indirectly, with- 
in this realm* 

6th. After what we have renounced, it is imma- 
terial, in a political light, what may be our opinion 
or faith in other points respecting the Pope : how- 
ever, for greater satisfaction we declare, that it is 
not an article of the Catholic faith, neither are we 
thereby required to believe or profess, "that the 
** Pope is infallible,'* or that we are bound to obey, 
any order in its own nature immoral, though the 
Pope, or any e6cie8iastical power, should issue or 
^ect such order; but, on the c^n^rary, we hold. 
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that it would be sinful in \xs to pay any respecter 
obedience thereto. 

7th. We further declare, that we do^not believe 
that any sin whatsoever cominitted by us can be 
Torgivenatthe mere will of any Pope, or of any 
priest, or of any person or persons whatsoever ; 
hut^ that sincere sorrow fer past sifis^ a firm and 
sincere resolution, as far as may be in our power,, 
to restore our neighbour's property or character, 
if we have trespassed on, or unjusdy injured ei- 
ther ; a Jirm and sincere resolution to avoid future 
guilt, and to atone to God, are previous and in^ 
dispensable requisites to establish a weU-foundei 
expectation of forgiveness ; and that any. person 
who receives absolution without these previous 
requisites, so far from obtaining thereby any re- 
mission of his sins, incurs the additional guilt of 
violating a sacrament* 

8th. We do hereby solemnly discl^m, and for 
ever renounce allinterestin, and title to all for- 
feited lands resulting from any rights, or supposed^ 
rights of our ancestors, or any claim, title cr inter- 
est therein ; nor do we admit any title, as a foun- 
dation of right, which is not established and ac-^ 
knowledged by the laws oftht realm^ as they now 
stand. We desire further, that whenever the pa- 
triotism, liberality, and justice of our countrymen, 
shall restore to us a participation in the elective 
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^rasdiise, no Catholic shall be permttefl to t^tt at 
any election for members to serve in parliament, 
until he shall previously take an oath to defend^ to 
the utmost of his power ^ the arrangement of pro« 
p«rty4n this country, as established by the different 
acts of attainder >and sett lement* 

9th, It has been objected to us, that we wish 
to subvert the present church establishment, for 
the purpose of substituting a Catholic establish- 
ment in its stead ; Now we do hereby disclaim, 
disavow, and solenmly abjure any such intention $ 
and further, if we shall be admitted into any 
share of the constitution, by our being restored to 
the right of elective franchise, we are r<Sady, in 
tke most solemn manner, to declare, that we will 
not exercise that privilege to disturb and weaken 
the establishment of the Protestant religion, or 
Protestant government in this country. 

Signed by order, and on behalf of the general 
committee of the Catholics of Ireland. 

EDWARD BYRNE, Chairman. 
RICHARD MCCORMICK, Scc'y. 
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At a Meting of the StOf^Commiitee of the 
Catholics of Ireland^ 
SesoIved^ihaXiStit foUowing Letter Recirculated* 

Sir, 

THISletter^ vith Ae plan which accompa- 
nies it, is transmitted to you, by order <rf the sub* 
committee. You will perceive that the object of 
this plan is to procure a fuller attendance of coun- 
try gentlemen, to assist by their advice and influ- 
enoe, the measures adopted by the committee to 
procure for the CathoHcs the elective franchise, 
and an equal participation in the benefits of the tri- 
al by jury. You will please to lose no time in sub* 
mitting this to the respectable Catholics of your 
county. You will please also to inform them that 
several respectable independent country gende- 
men, lately in Dublin, had frequent consultations, 
for the laudible purpose of re-uniting to the com- 
mittee Lord Fingal,and the other gentlemen who 
' had withdrawn themselves from it. These coun- 
try gentlemen had the satisfaction to find, that the 
general committee on one side, and the gentleinen 
who had entered into separate addresses on the 
other, mutually regretted their division ; which 
they saw was used by the opponents of the Catho- 
lics, as a pretext for withholding from our people 
the elective franchise, and an equal participation 
of the benefits of the trial by jury. It is on all 
sides agreed, that if the Catholics are all united in 
this just and reasonable request, essential to the 
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^try eadstence of our people, there will be a cet- 
tainty of success. It^epends then on ourselves, 
isrhediet we shall be freemen or slaves ! We say, 
•essential to the very existence of oxir pebple j for 
as the rage for electioneering interests encreascs, 
our wealthy farmers must either pay beyond the 
value forlands or resign them to Protestant free^ 
holders when out of lease j our poor yeomanry 
will of course be expelled, and driven into begga- 
ry. Let us all, then, speak with one voice, and 
supplicate^the legislature for justice, and we shall 
receive it. 

These independent country gentlemen haive rc^ 
ceived from Lord Fingal, and the gentlemen, who 
have acted with him, the most .positive declara- 
tions, that they will never again enter. into any act 
to oppose the general committee in their endea- 
vours to obtain the emancipation of the Catholics ; 
and it is determined, that all former differences in 
opinion shall be buried in oblivion on both sides* 

The committee had decided to send some of 
their body, to propose to the counties, to appoint 
the delegate* to the committee, of whose attend* 
ance there would be a certainty ; and our chair- 
man had actually left Dublin, with intention to go 
through great part of Ireland for this purpose ; 
the independent country gentlemen, as before 
mentioned, took up the same idea themselves, (be* 
C 
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fove they knew the commitfeee had determined u]i- 
on it) and they, and Lord Fingal and hb friends, 
.aO agreed in pressing such a measure on the com- 
mittee, as an additional means of re-uniting them 
to the body. 

Lord Fingal, his friends, and the country gen- 
tlemen before mentioned, seemed at first ii|clined, 
that the present committee should be dissolved; 
an opinion, however, which further reflection on 
the various diificulties resulting from such a mea- 
sure, the doubts entertained of the competency in 
the committee to dissolve itself, and the conside- 
aiition that a dissolution must necessarily occur 
«4rly in 1 793, induced them to for^o. 

The plan inclosed, sanctioned by the general 
committee, by these independent gentlemen, and 
Lord . Fingal and his friends, is recommended to 
your zeal to have carried into immediate execution 
in your country* 

Signed by order, 

RICHARiD M'CbRMICK, Sec 



On the manner of conducting the Election of 
Delegates. 

XT will be of great importance, in the present 
state of our affairs, that the delegates be chosen 
in such a manner as to make it appear evident, 
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iSm t&e. nomoation of such delegates is smtfaorised 
by all the people. But as it might be imprudent 
to call a meeting of all the Catholics of a country^ 
for the purpose of proceeding to such an election, 
it is therefore suggested, that one or two of the most 
respectable persons in each parish be appointed e- 
Icctors, at a meeting to be held at such private house 
in the parish, as may be most convenient to the 
itilttdbitants. These several electors, so appointed, 
may meet at any central place, for the purpose* of 
ehoosing frdin one to four (as it may appear most 
expedient to them) of their own residents, as dele- 
gates to the general committee ; no one to be eli- 
gible, who shall not solemnly promise to attend 
his duty in Dublin, when required to do so by order 
of the committee, o^ at least who shall liot pledge 
himself to attend in his tuxit; It is also suggested 
Aat in addition to the resident delegates, each 
county do appoint at the same time, as associate 
delegates for such county, one or two (as it may 
appear best to the electors) resident inhabitants of 
Dublin, whose business it shall be to keep up a re- 
gular correspondence with colleagues in the coun- 
try, and to inform the pounty through them, of all 
proceedings of the general committee at such 
times as the county delegates shall be absent. It 
is to be understood, that attendance on the part of 
the county delegates will not be required, except 
on important occasions. In this, however, they 
are to study their own convenience if they all come 
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often, wt are persuaded that the commitljee w3| 
derive satiefaction and profit from tlieir presence- 
and advice.^ 

As* soon as the gentlemen of your county shall: 
have appointed delegates, it will be necessary to. 
call their attention to the first ^eat businessi wluch 
shall probably engage the general committee, viz* 
An bumble application to our gracious sovereign, 
submitting to him our loyalty and attachment, ouc 
obedience to the laws, a true statement of out 
Situation, and of the laws which operate against 
u$ ; and I^umbly beseeching, that we may be resto- 
red to the elective franchise, and an equal particU 
palion in th^ benefits of the trial by jarj% We have 
tlie first authority for asserting, that this applicatien 
will have infinite weight with our gracious sove- 
reign and with parliament, if our friends are quaL 
ififed to declare, that it is the universal wish of eve- 
ry Cathqlic in the nation. To enable, therefore, 
your delegates and the general committee to suc- 
ceed in your behalf, it will be necessaiy that the 
meeting enter into resolutions in any words they 
choose to the following effect t 

At a meeting of the Catholics of the county of . 
regularly convened, this day 

of 1792, in the chair, Resolved 

that of^this county, and 

of the city of Dublin, have been this day chosen 
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by the CathoUcs of this county as their delegatcsr 
to the general committee* 

Resolved.— *That it is om- instruction to our 
said delegates to support in said committee, as tho- 
voice of all' the Catholics of this county, that an 
bumble representation be made to our gracious so*- 
vereign and tb parliament,^ of the many severe laws 
which oppress his majesty's faithful- subjects, the 
Catholics of Ireland, although no cause founded 
in wisdom or policy, is assigned for their conti-- 
nuance; imploring* it, as^ essential to ourprotec- 
tion, and to secure an impartial distribution of jus-- 
^e in our favor,, that we be restored to the dect-^ 
ive franchise, and an equal participation in the be^ 
nefits of the trial by jury. 

Accor:1ing to'its present form of constitution,. 
Ae general committee is open not only to persons 
delegated by others, but to every Roman Catholic 
of landed property in the kingdom. From this 
mixture of representative and personal association^, 
iaconveniencies which every one may remember,, 
but which at present it is useless to dwell on, have 
arisen. TJo guard against similar inconvenienciea 
in future, we have reconamended to yoiu* consider- 
ation the above sketch of a new system ; the object 
of which is to give to the committee somewhat 
more of a representative, and somewhat less of an 
iodividual capacity ; and we beg have to offer Ux 
C 2 
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ycfuthc following observations in support of our 
phn. 

Men appointed by others must hold themselves, 
accountable to those from whom they derive their 
trust ; and dicrefore must regulate their conduct 
by the standard of general opinion ; or, if they be 
unwilling to take such a standard for their rule^ 
and to obey ^e instructions of their consdtuents,. 
they may be removed from the places they hold^ 
to make room fev others nnore pracdcable, ajid less, 
indined to set the dictates of private sentiment^ or 
private interest^ in opposition to the general will> 
and the public good. Under a system which is 
thus representative, and where the trust ia revoca«» 
ble at pleasure, seduction cannot be practised, nor 
can division again take place ; or at least the reme-« 
dy is so near the evil, that little danger is to be 
apprehended from either. 

Our plan, by making aittendance a duty, wili^ 
we apprehend, serve to bring a greater number o£ 
country gentlemen into the committee than have 
formerly appeared among us. While adnussioni 
remains so easy as it does at present, and while so 
many persons are exempted from responsibility 
and controul, we have little reason to expect, that 
country gendemen will desert their, homes and 
their immediate concerns, to promote an interest, 
^hich is remotely or obscurely felt f bvtt we hopa^ 



ihskt the ho&orable dbtinctioa oi vepreseadiig 
othersj added, to the obligation of .a solemn piro*. 
mise, wUi not fail toreconcil^ those, who dKall hap* 
pentobedeleg^ited, to admit of some temporary 
headships, in order to promote the public good* 
By collecting ocGa9ionally a number of coimtry 
gendemen m DuUin, we flatter ourselves, that the* 
committee will be enaUed to ^ak the sentiments 
of its constituent members iiirith distinctness aiidr 
precision j and that the feountry parts of the king- 
dom will be provided with th© surest means of 
acquiripg whatever information may be necessaiy 
on the subject of Catholic a^rs*. From thi9 
prompt communication of opinion 2aid intelligence^ 
tre foresee great advantages ; advantages, which- 
under the present system are wholly beyond ovar 
reach ; as the landed gentlemen are responsible 
only to themselves, amd as the Dublin delegates 
have frequently little knowledge of their constitu- 
ents. The attendance of a great number of coun- 
try gentlemen will justify such a reduction of th^ 
number of delegates for the metropolis in the ge- 
neral committee, as may be judged advisable j ft 
measure which was always desirable, but which 
could not be heretofore accomplished, as the at- 
tendance of landed gentlemen was so uncertaia 
and irregular. 

. Every endeavour should be U9ed to cultivate 
a^ improve the friendi^hip of pxir clergy. Jk^ 
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clergy and laity, having but one interest, sliould^^ 
have but one mind, and should therefore mutually 
combine their talents, their opinions, and their ex-- 
ertions, in order to effectuate our common eman- 
cipation. This union of sentiment and design,- 
this interchange of counsel, and of aid, will serve 
tb strengthen the bonds of a common friendship,^ 
and will be the best security iigainst innovatioiii 

in matters which relate to religion. 

• 

The clergy being the natural guMrdians of mo— 
rality, wilUundoubtedly consent to co-operate. 
with the laity, when they consider that the restora*- 
tion of the elective franchise to the Catholic com«- 
munity will tend to prevent those prejudices, which 
are so com.mon at, and which disgrace the return 
of electioneering contests. By such couduct. 
willthe clergy secure to themselves that influence, 
over the laity of their own persuasion,, which it is 
useful that good clergy should have ;. and that re- 
spectability among persons of other persuasions^ 
which must naturally result from the encreased 
importance of the people to whom they belong It 
is unnecessary to point out the advantages, which a 
restoration of the elective franchise would produce, 
in our habits and modes of life in the state of na- 
tional as well as individual happiness. Let it suR' 
fice to say, that not only laymen, but every Catho- 
lic bishop and priest, would, by the acquisition:^^ of 
so valuable a privilege to the Catholic body at large^ 
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find hSs condition meliorated in a variety of shapes 
and circumstances, which cannot be easily reduced 
within the compass of exact calculation. The si- 
lent operation of this right would, in the lapse of 
time, contribute to raise a respectable yeomanry 
in the kingdom ; and this yeomanry, giving on the 
one hand a new infusion of vigor to the common* 
wealth, would, on the other supply a fimd, from 
which the clergy wculd derive the means of a 
more honorable support, and more proportionate 
to dieir tmcommon labours and merits, than at 
present they enjoyw 

When this plan shall have been adopted, and 
the retinms in consequence made, the committee 
WiU in the course of next winter, consider, as a 
measure of the last importance,' what further im* 
provements maybe necessary in the mode of elect- 
ing delegates on future occasions, in order to se- 
cure a permanent, extensive, and effectual method 
ofcollectingthe general sense of die Catholics of 
Ireland* 

We beg leave to recommend it to you most ear* 
^lestly, to carry the above plan into immediate ex- 
ecution. It is of the utmost consequence, that we 
should have this addition of country gendemen as 
soon as possible, in order to give due weight and, 
efficacy to our humble application to the throne^ 
which we are advised to nvake tlus summer^ bt*^ 
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fore the psurliamentary arrangements are formed^ 
for the ensuing winter. 

As soon as your delegates shall have been cho- 
»en, we request that you will make a return of their 
names and address, to our secretary, Mr. Richard^ 
lyi'Cormic, Mark^s-Alley, Dublin. 



Resolutions of the Protestants oflrehnd, relative 
t9 the admission of their Catholic brethren to. the 
elective franchise^ 

Dublin, August 1?, 17'02. 
We, the high sheriff and grand jury of said ci- 
ty, assembled on behalf of th/e frotestapt ascen*^ 
dancy, cannot express in term^ too strong our dis* 
approbation of Catholic claims, apd our abhorrence 
of the wicked and daring attempt made by a pxjint* 
edletter from the sub-committee* of the, Cathqlics 
of Ireland, and circulated through, this kingdom,^ 
to excite aspirit of discontent among the Catholics,, 
and rouse their animosity against the Protestants 
and the constitution* A letter, which tells them 
diat they are oppressed to slavery ; that a change 
of that part of the constitution, which secures the 
Prote3tant establishment is e33ential to their exist* 
cnce; and..tben endeavors.to induce them to dis!5* 
turb the tranquility of the kingdom,., by urging: 
ihem tp ille^ and unconsututional associations^. 



raad to elect a pbpish coii^ess to meet in the me- 
.tropcdis, with the :^sun«xpectation that it can over- , 
jiwe the parliament ; that the constitution Is not 
strong enough to repress and punish so daring a ^ 
violation. 

And whereas the said |)ublIcation, in order t« 
infiame the minds of the Catholics, by pointing out 
their heaviest oppressions, in being denied trial by 
:a jury of their cpuntj;y ; and that an innovation on 
the Protestant establishment, by admitting them 
^o the exercise of the elective franchise, or the pow- 
er of voting for members to represent them in par- 
liament, can alone secure them in their persons 
and properties. 

Resolved, that such a letter or publication is a 
seditioos Ubel, calculated to foment dissatisfaction 
rand disorder in this kingdom. 

Resolved,, that were the Roman Catholics ad* 
mitted to the exercise of the elective franchise, in- 
stead of a Protestant parliament, through whose 
happy influence the national prosperity continues 
daily to flourish and encrease, we should speedily 
be represented hy a popish convention ^ and that 
allowing them the right of voting for members to 
serve in parliament, or admitting them to any par- 
ticipfation in the government of the kingdom, is in- 
compatible with the safety of the Protestant estab^ 
listttnent, the continuance of the succession to the \ 
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crown in the illustrious, house of Hanover, aaid 
must finally tend to shake our connexion with 
Great Britain* 

Resolved, that we will collectively and individu- 
ally discountenance all associations seeking a re- 
dress of Catholic grievances ^ and that with our 
lives and fortunes, we will support the Protestant 
interests and ascendancy of Ireland, and the set- 
tlement of the throne on his jnajesty's ProtesUftt 
house. 

L. JAMES, Sheriff. 

Signed by a numerous body of the most tespect* 
able Protestants of Ireland. 



CATHOLIC DECLARATION. 

AT a gener^ meeting of the Roman Catholics 
of the county and city of Cork, convened by pub- 
lic advertisement, and held at the Cork Tavern, 
the 15th of October, 1792, the following declara- 
tion was unanimously agreed to ; 

Jtjstin McCarthy, Esq. M. D. in the Chair. 

We, the Roman Catholics of the coimty and ci- 
ty of Cork, compelled by the menaces and intimi- 
dations, which are daily repeated and renewed in 
the public prmts, to deviate from that'rale of silent 
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«q)ectation w« had prescribed to ourselves, think 
It our duty at this crisis to interfere, andreseue 
from opprobrium the character of that body, of 
which we form no inconsiderable portion. 

We embrace the occaslbn of testifying our en* 
tire approbation and concurrence, in the senti- 
ments expressed by OUT oppressedbrethrenthrough^ 
out the kingdom : like- them vre are loyal, attached 
to our country and to the constitution which it pos^ 
sesses ; like them inflexibly determined to seek, 
by all peaceable and legal means, that participation 
in the elective fr^chise, which we are qualified to 
-enjoy by our situation, patriotism, and property. 

As the inhabitants of an extensive country, and 
great commercial city, we cannot stigmatize too 
strongly the unguarded conduct of those persons, 
probably not much interested in the national wel- 
fare, who, by angry resolutions of resistance where 
no attack was 'designed, or even to be apprehend- 
ed ; and by dangerous confederations, which there 
is no pretence to justify, have diflfused vague con- 
jectures through Ireland and foreign countries ; 
interrupting at home the public tranquility and 
harmony of social life, representing us abroad in 
a condition of precarious settlement. We see the 
spirit of intolerance observable in those proceed- 
ings with astonishment, in an age which is deno- 
niinated enlightened, and among a people, who 
D 
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have laid claim to the praise of information aAfl 
liberality. 

We never can admit, that the exclusion of three- 
fourths of the people from any connexion with 
the legislature, which disposes o^ their Uvea, their 
liberty, and fortunes, is an essential and f4ridameni- 
•tal principle in the organization of society with* 
in this island. The disfranchisement of a large 
porticm of the Irish people, was the temporary ex* 
pedient of adistetaipered s^ : it is time it should 
be cancelled. It is time the privilege of voting 
for representa^ves -should be re-annexed to our 
freehold property ; and suffrage become, whatthf 
constitution designed it, the protection and reward 
of industry. The good of the country, the libe- 
rality of the age, the security our property affords, 
the proofs and pledges we have given of patriotism 
and loyalty, all call aloud for a happy reconcilisr 
don of parlies, grounded upon this act of substan- 
tial justice. 

The enemies of that great good of Ireland, our 
Oin^ancipation, endeavour to divert the public miod 
from this discussion, and to overwhelm our calm 
representation in the outcry of sedition. They 
are aware, that, supported by reason and justice, 
if our Protestant countrymen shall investigate our 
cause we must triumph over the base views and 
prejudices of the interested and bigoted: but we 
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tsOf upon our Protestant friends and neighbours to 
judge us, not from exaggerations and calumnies,' 
but by their personal observation ; by the general 
tenor erf our lives and conduct ; by the duties which 
we fulfil in common. Is there any room for the 
unkind surmises which circulate ? Are there no 
terms upon which we may hope to be restored to" 
our counliy ? In the general havoc of our rights^ 
remonstrance, petition, and discussion were pre- 
served. We use them with that deference to the 
existing laws, and attention to the public peace, 
which befits men connected by every endearing 
tie to their country. Will any honest man lay his 
hand upon his breast, and answer, is our conduct 
disorderly I Is our mode of address indecent ^ 
Ar^ our grievances fictitious ? In every pursuit we 
are intercepted by monopoly ; we are deprived o£ 
all that is called enviable in political life, and of ma- 
ny solid advantages of society. When we enquire 
the cause of this exclusion, wc are denominated 
seditious. 

We have a strdng cause; it rfequires but the ai<F 
of argument, and this^ auxiliary alone we will em- 
ploy. We solicit from our Protestant countrj^-- 
men a patient hearing, that we may demonstrate to 
tBem, that by redressing oiu- grievances, they servo 
oar common country and do not endanger their 
establishment. We have no means of procuring 
redress, but by impressing conviction upon the 
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Protestant representatives of Protestant conslSta^ 

For us stands all that i& illustrious in the land 
for talent and public spirit ? The men, who encou- 
rage venality an4 trade in corruption, are arrayed 
against us. It may be convenient to such persons 
to limit the number of free agents within the 
realm; but will the sensible and disinterested Pro- 
testants of Ireland be deceived by their unfounded 
assertions, their unsubstantiated charges, and 
fanciful hypotheses^? Will they credit, that wc 
would innovate in prosperity, who in adversity arc 
moderate and submissive ? 

WiB they believe, that we have an alien hope, 
who have appeared in every hour of peril armed 
by their sides for our common protection, and who 
have, within the period of their recollection, re* 
sisted the only powers on earth, whom we could be 
supposed to favor ? Will they not rather attend 
to the evidence of their senses, that as the past re- 
peal of the popery laws has been the cause of ta^ 
onal prosperity, so by the future must our country 
flourish ? That it is more politic to recompense 
by franchise the toil of the laborious, than the per- 
jury of the profligate.. These are the sound doc- 
trines of every wise statesman and eminent writer 
of either kingdom ; opposed to them are the men 
who inculcate the dangerous lesson^ that the 



idiuiFdi, the state^ the crown, the empire, and the 
institution must totter, unles&they have for sup- 
porters, a famished slave and an arrogart mono- ' 
polist. 

- . We arc threatened, if we persist in our purpose, • 
not only with an exclusion from future favors, but 
likewise with a revocation of past relaxations of 
penalties inflicted without a crime ; the former 
openly avowed, the latter coverdy insinuated. But 
diis sentence of eternal and even of retroactive pro- 
scription, though backed by some untimely proffers 
0f lives and fortunes, has no effect on our conduct ; 
because we conceive, that to the legislature alone 
it is competent to menace or proscribe ; and that 
for one fellow-subject to threaten t6 limit the rights 
of another, is to assume a power that to him does * 
not belong '^•••••a species of polidcal assault unwar-* ^ 
itcnted either by. the law or ^e conatitution. - 

' To the patriots, who stood' forward ovur advo- * 
cates in the senate, and to those who supported 
our cause without, we return our warmest thanks ; 
and our ackhowledgements and gratitude are par- " 
tkularfydue to the late grand jury of this city, who, 
resisting the contagion of evil example, have de« 
dined entering into the confederacy attempted to - 
be formed for the purpose of riveting our chains, 
and detaining us- in bondage ; as well as to the en** 
Jighteaedand spirited Protestant freehdders^o^ho, . 
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by their resolutioris of the 8th instant, have patron- 
ized our claims, and rescued this great and respect- 
able country from the stigma of bigotry, and th^ 
spirit of monopoly. 

JUSTIN MCCARTHY, Chairman. 

Signed by a most respectable cumber of coun^ 
try gentlemen, of landed property, and wealthy 
rciti2ens«. 



GAL WAY ROMAN CATHOLICS.. 

AtanuBaerous and respectable meeting of the 
Roman CathQlio Inhabitants of the town and coun« 
ty of Galwayv convened by public requisition on 
Sunday the 14th instant, the following resolutions 
were unanimously agreed to : 

Christopher Che V£Rs, Esq. in the chain 

We, the Roman Catholics of the county of the 
town of Galway, think it our duty to repel, in the 
B>ost public and solemn manner, the imputation o£ 
seditious practices and intentions, which have heca 
rashly alledged against the Catholics of Ird»ady. 
hut which we observe with surprize and regret to 
I^ daily repeated in the public prints j and sanction^ 
ed by the signatures of men, who owe to the pep* 
pie of Ireland a more honorable service tfaftfttcfii* 
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bricate calumny, and disseminate division, con* 
sckms that in our opinions both civil and religious, 
in^our demeanour and in our connections, there is 
nothiiig hostile to the good of our country, to liber- 
ty and settlement. We observe with equal indig- 
nation and astonishment, the assertion, that to re- 
store us to the right of suffrage, is a measure which 
might endanger ^e fortunate connection of the sis- 
ter kingdoms, the happy constitution of this realm, 
and the succession in the House of Hanover, to 
which we are devoted. Nor can we refrain fromre- 
.marking, that whilst the authors of these crude con* 
jcctures expect an unlimited deference to their opi- 
nK>ns,they should have treated with more decorum- 
body which contains the representatives of so many 
ancient families, a large portion of the landed, and a 
vast majority of the commercial interest of the 
country. If die character of Ireland were to be 
collected from the newspapers, foreigners mig^t 
suppose it plunged in the bigotry of the most dark 
and barbarous periods of society* 

1st. Resolved, That we concur in the senti- 
ment expressed by the Catholics of Waterford in 
Aeir Declaration of the 22d of September, and in 
other similar publications, being at once loyal, mOf 
derate, and firm. 

2d* That the tranquility of Ireland would have 
.beep^^more consulted, if the grand juries,and such 
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oAer incotD{>etent'asse}ftbUes had rderred^he da«^ 
cuBsionto the wisdom of parliament, the tribunsl . 
to which of rig^t it appertains. 

3d. That as we should censure any ttieniace or 
intimidation from the members of our body, so we~ 
must complain that the language of some late reso- 
lutions is replete with menace, and seems calculat- - 
qd to deter the subject from the exercise of his right 
to petition. 

4th. That the circular letter of the corporation 
of Dublin is on this account eminently reprehensi-* 
ble, that it contained doctrines inconsistent with - 
the existence of good government, and the peace 
of a settled country. 

5th. That those who attempt to suppress the • 
discusssion of the Catholic question acknowledge * 
by that conduct that our cause is just, andour re- 
lief reasonable, and that to obstruct our humble ap* 
plication to paiiiament in petition, is the interrup- - 
tion of a right, which is enjoyed and exercised c- - 
ven imder despotic governments. 

6th. That impressed with a conviction that the • 
prosperity of Ireland depends upon the union <^ 
its inhabitants, and that^ no imion can be cordial^. 
unless political rights be impartially distributed^- 
we will join with the Catholics of other counties ♦ 
and cities in an application to the legislature to be-^ 
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leBtoredto the privilege of vodngfbrour x«pre3en« 
tatives in parliaoaent. ThsU we will support that 
ai^lication.by every menna of constitutioiial influ- 
ence which we possess, and that we trust our gra- 
cious sovereign, whose character is an attachment 
equally paternal to all his subjects, will not listen to 
the misrepresentation and chimeras of interested 
men, but countenance this signal act of national 
policy and justice, by which not alone the condi- 
tion of his faithful people will be improved, but 
Ireland herself become a more useful and profilsf 
blfi member of the empire. 

CHRISTOPHEK CHEVERS* 



September 13, i79£« 
Jtt a meeting of the Svb^onminee of the Cath^Uc^^ 

. Randal M^Dohnell, Esq. in the Chain 

The sub-committee having seen, with great con^ 
cem, avariety of publications, censuring the circu- 
lar letter lately issued by them, and erroneously 
salted to be illegal and unconstitutional, have 
liioiig^t it their duty to submit that letter to the in« 
section of the Hon* Simon Butler, and Berfesford 
Burston, Esq. two gentlemen of the first eminence 
ki their profession, and who have the honor to be 
pi his majesty's counciL 
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The case and opinions of those gentlemen, whicfc 
follow, will demonstrate, that the committee have- 
taken no step whatsoever, which the laws and con- 
stitution do not fully warrant. 

CASE. 

The Catholics of Ireland, labouring under laws^ 
by which they are deprived of every share in the 
legislature, rendered incapable of serving their 
country in any office civil or military, and deprived 
of an equal participation with their feliow-subjeas 
of other persuasions, in the benefit of the trial by 
jurj^, are desirous of laying their grievances before 
the king and parliament^^and supplicating redress. 

As the most effectual method of collecting the 
sense of the Catholic body, and laying it before the 
king and parliament, a general committee from 
that body was formed, for the purpose of making 
application to the legislature, from time to time^os 
the subject of their grievance, and praying that rfcr 
dress, to which their loyalty and attachment to 
their sovereign, and obedience to the laws, justly 
entitled them. . . 

In the last session of parliament, the gcneraloom- 
mittee, as individuals, did, on behalf of thenSfetves 
and their brethren, present a petition to parliament, 
praying relief, which petition was, with circum- 
stances: of unprecedented severity, rejected i and- 
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^s one of the many causes of rejection, it was al- 
kdged, that the persons whose names were affixed 
to said petition were a faction, unconnected with, 
and incompetent to speak the sense of the Catho- 
lics of Ireland. In order to obviate every such 
objection in future, the general committee fram* 
eda plan, which is sent herewith, for the purpose 
of procuring die attendance of such persons from 
each county as were best acquainted with the sen- 
timents, and could 'best declare the voice of the 
Cathdlics of Ireland, who sihould be by them de- 
puted as delegates to the general committee, with 
instructions to support the said committee, as. the 
voice qf the CadioHcs, by whom they were deputed. 
^' That an humble representation be made to their 
*' gracious sovereign and to parliament, of the many 
** severe laws which oppress his majesty's faithful 
*' subjects, the Catholics of Ireland, jJthough no 
*' cause founded in wisdom or policy, is assigned 
" for their continuance ; imploring it, as essential 
*' to their protection, and to secure an impartial dis- 
" tribution of justice in their favor, that they be 
" restored to the elective franchise, and an equal 
" participation in the benefits of the trial by jury." 

Charges and insinuations of a very heavy nature 
hp-ve been thrown out, and menaces used by many 
bodies of men, and individuals, to prevent the car-. 
Tying the above plan into execution, under a pre- 
sence that it is contrary to law,j and that the meet- 
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-ing projected therein vrovld be a popish congress, 
formed forthe purpose of overawingthe legislature. 

The general committee abhoring and utterly re- 
nouncing such imputations, and desiring to regu- 
late their conduct in strict conformity to law, re- 
quest your opinion upon the following queries : 

1st. Have his majesty's subjects of Ireland, 
-professing the JRoman Catholic religion, a right to 
petition his msijesty aiid the legislature forthe re- 
dress of grievances, equally withProtestants 5 andif 
not, wherein do they differ ? 

Sd. If they have this right, may they lawfully 
chuse delegates, for the purpose of framing such 
petition, and presenting the same, in apeaceableand 
respectful manner ; and if they may not, by what 
law or statute are they forbidden to do so ? 

3d. Is a meeting forthe purpose of chusingsuch 
delegates, an unlawful assembly : and if not an un- 
lawful assembly, has any magistrate or other per- 
son by or under pretence of the riot act, or any 
other, and what statute, a right to disperse mi 
meeting P 

4th. What is the legal mode of presenting peti- 
tions to the legislature in Iceland ; and is there any,- 
and what statute upon that point in this <M>u!itty f 
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5th« Is theplan sent herewith agreeable to law ; 
if not, wherein is it contrary thereto, and to whaf pe- 
nalties would persons become subject, who should 
cany, or attempt to carry, the same into effect* 

Counsel will please to state the authorities upos 
which he grounds his opinion. 

Answer to the lstquestion«-«-I am clearly and 
decidedly of opinion, that all and every his majes* 
ty's subjects of this kingdom, of every persuasion^ 
Roman Catholic as well as Protestant, have an un« 
alienable right to petition, in a peaceable manner, 
the king or either house of parliament, for redress 
of grievances, be those grievances real or imagina- 
»y.— 1*? Bhci. C9mm.p. 143. 

Answer to the 2d question.— -I am clearly and 
decidedly of opinion, that Roman Catholics have, 
equally with Protestants, a right to choose dele- 
^tes ior the purpose of framing such petition, and 
I»resenting the same in a peaceable and respectful 
manner to the legislature, and that they are not 
forbidden so to do by any law or statute whatsoe- 
ver. Delegation has always been considered not 
only as the most effectual mode of obtsuning the 
i;eneral sense, but also as the best security against 
titmult and disturbance. 

^ Answer to the 3d question.— I am also clearly 

luad decidedly of opinion, that a peaceable meeting 

£ 
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for the purpose of choosing such delegates, is a 
la;ivful assembly, and that no magistrate or other 
person, by or under pretence of the riot act or any 
other statute, has a right to disperse such meeting. 
The assembly which may be dispersed under the 
authority of the riot act, /nust be unlawful, riotous^ 
tumultuous, and in disturbance of the public peace. 
The act is inoperatire upon an assembly that is 
lawful-; and {feel no difficulty in declaring my 
opinion, that an obstruction of the peaceable exer- 
dse of an unalienable right of the subject, is a mis* 
demeanor of the greatest magnitude, and that any 
person charged with the guilt thereof, be his rank 
or stadon what It may, is indictable, and if found 
l^ilty by his country," liable to be fined and impri- 
soned ; and I alsp feel no difficulty in declaring my 
opinion, that publications charging the general 
committee with exciting in the instance before us, 
unlawful assemblies for seditious purposes, are 
libels, and as such are indictable and actionable. 

' Answer to the 4th question.-— By the English 
statute of the let William and Mary,Su 2. Ch. II. 
commonly called the Bill of Rights, and which be* 
ing a law declaratory of the rights of the subject, 
is therefore of force in Ireland, it is declared^ 
I '-^ that all subjects havjS a right to petition to tiie 
^^ king, and .that all commitments and prosecutions 
" for such petitioning are illegal." Notwithstand- 
ing the Bill of Bight is ^-eneral) and does not speci* 
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ijf any regulations or restrictions, yet the court of 
King's Bench in England, in the case of the King 
against Lord George Gordon (Douglass, p. 571.) 
thought porper to deliver an opinion, that it did 
not repeal the English act of the 13th Car. II. St. 
I. Ch. 5, which enacted, " that no petition to the 
^ king, or either house of parliament, for any alter- 
'^ ation in the church or state, shall be signed by 
" above twenty persons, unless the matter thereof 
" be approved by three justices of the peace, or the 
" major part of the grand jury, in the country, and 
^ in London, by the lord mayor,.aldermen, and 
^ common council ; nor shall any petition be pre* 
^sented by more than ten persons at a time." Un- 
d^ the above autiiority,^ therefore, the right of 
pttittoning.in England is subject to the regulations 
tod restrictions laid upon it by that act of Charles 
11.1 But as neither the act of Charles, nor ax^ 
m» similar tO'it,is inibrce in Ireland, the righrof 
Ae Irish sul^ects to petition their legislature is hot 
subject to any regjolation or restriction whatsoet^er^ 
save ohTy that due care must be taken, lest, under 
the pretence of pctitioningythe subject be guilty of 
any riot or tumult. I am therefore of opinion, that 
no particular mode of presenting petitions to the 
legislature of Ireland is pointed out by any law or 
statute of force in this kingdom.^ It is to be ob« 
served, thatin the last sessions ofparliament,agreat 
soncourse of people assembled in the Park, framed 
SLpetitioo, and deputed a vei^ lacge number o£. 
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their body to present it to the House of Lords ; 
the Lord Chancellor,, in observing upon the peti- 
tion, did not charge the petitioners with any ille* 
gality, either in assembling to frame, or in present- 
ing the petition, but on the contrary, his lordship 
was pleased to commend them for the peaceable 
manner in which they deported themselves. The 
success which attended the petition, is in Ae recol- 
lection of most people. 

Answer to the 5th question.-^ am also elearly 
and decidedly of opinion, that the plan is in every re- 
spect agreeable to law^and that persons, peaceably 
earrying,or attemptingto carry the same into eibct, 
would not thereby incur any penalty whatsoever* 
The plan 16 indeed unexceptionsrfjle ; while it serves 
efiectuaUy to obtain the general sense of the geett 
Catholic body of Ireland, it provides eveiy preeau* 
^on agausst tumult and disturbamce. 

September 3, 1792. 

SIMON BUTLER. 

I. His majesty's subjects of Ireland professing 
the Roman Catholic religion, have in my opinion, 
a right to petition his majesty and the two houses 
of parliament, or any of them, for the redress of 
grievances, equally with Protestants. 

II. As they have this right, it follows, as I con* 
ceive, that, nfherc tibe grievance complained of aS* 
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fects^ the whole body, they have also a right to col- 
iiect the sense of every individual of that body ; 
but as the assembling them all for that purpose 
would be inconvenient) imprudent, and perhaps 
dangerous, I think the sense of the whole body may 
be collected from a smaller" number, delegated by 
diem fcM- that purpose, who may frame and present 
such petition ; and I know of no principle of the 
common law, nor of any statute, by which they 
8kre forbidden to do so^ it being always supposed 
ihat these proceedings are carried on in a peaceable 
and respectful manner.^ 

III. I do not apprehend that a niimber of Ro*- 
man Catholics, meeting ina private, peaceable and 
quiet manner, for die sdle purpose of declaring; 
their sense of the alledged grievances, and thek 
desire of peUdoning the legielftture for redresSy 
and of chusing out of themselves, one of more, to 
assist in framing and presenting such petition, cant 
be considered as an unlawful assmbly ; and I do 
not think that any magistrate, or other person, by 
or under pretence of the riot act, or any othep 
act that I am acquainted with, would have a right 
to disperse such meeting, 

IV. I do not know of any stigitute in this king- 
dom which regulates the mode of presenting peti- 
licms to the legislature of this kingdom ; the Ei^ 
glish statute of IGth Car. II. Su V. Ch. 2d«. h^ 

E a " 
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not been enacted here, that! kQowof;.butt}iege« 
Hpral law of the land requires that the petition 
should be pi^^sented in the most respectful and 
peaceable manner. The intended petition, as I 
apprehend, should be entitled the petition of his 
majesty's subjects of Ireland professing the Ro- 
man Catholic religion ; and should be signed by 
a few of the Boman Catholics, of each county and 
principal city in Ireland on behalf of themselves 
and their Roman Catholic brethren of that county 
or city. According to the forms of parliament 
here, the petition must be presented tp each house^ 
by a member of that bouse ; in presenting the pe- 
titk>xivto?his m^es^,,wbich.may be eitlier to him- 
self in person, or through the medium of the lord 
lieutenant, it would! think be prudent to follouc 
the directions of the English statute above-menti- 
oned, and that not more than.ten persons should 
present it* 

V» From what I have already said, I must Be 
of opinion, that the plan sent herewith to me, is not 
contrary to law, and I cannot conceive that persons, 
carrying, or attempting to carry it into effect, 
peaceably and quietly, would become subject ta 
any.penalties* 

I have grounded my opinion upon the concept 
tion I have formed of the law and constitution of 
Itiis kingdom, from that general research which 
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my jffofession has led me to make Into their prxnci* 
.pies ; I have not therefore any authorities to state. 

BERESFORD BURSTON. 

IZth September^ 1792. 



drcular-Letter addressed to the Catholic Gentk^ 
men of the Kingdom of Ireland^ with a Phn fqar 

electing Delegates*. 
SIR, 

THIS letter, with the plan which accompa- 
nies it, is transmitted to you, by order of the sub- 
committee. You will perceive that the object of 
this plan is to procure a fuller attendance of couup* 
try gentlemen, to assist, by their advice and infio* 
cnce, the measures adopted by the committee to 
procure for the Catholics the elective franchise^ 
and an equal participation of the benefits of the 
trial by jury. You will please to lose no time in 
submiting this to the respectable Catholics of your 
county. You will pleas^e also to inform them, 
that several respectable independent country gen- 
tlemen, lately in Dublin, had frequent consultati- 
ons, for the laudable purpose of reuniting to the 
committee Lord Fingal, and the other gendemen 
who had withdrawn themselves from it. These 
country gentlemen had the satisfaction to find, 
that the general committee on one side, aod 
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lihe gentlemen who had entered into separate ad-- 
dresses on the other, mutually regretted their divi-^ 
sion ; which they saw used by the opponents of 
the Catholics, as a pretext for withholdings from 
our people the elective franchise, and an equal 
participation of the benefits of the trial by juiy. 
It is on all sides agreed, that if the Catholics are 
all united in this just and reasonaUe request, es-- 
, sential to the veiy existence of our people, there 
wHlbe a certainty of 0uccess'; it depends then on 
ourselves whether we shall be-^freemen or slaves! 
We say, essential to the very existence of our peo^ 
pie : for, as the rage for electioneering intere3t in- 
creases, our wealthy farmers must either pay be- 
yond the value for lands, or resign them to Pro- 
testant freeholders when out of lease; our poorer 
yeomanry will of course be expelled, and driven 
into beggary. Let us all then, speak with one 
voice, and supplicate the legislature for justice,- 
Mid we shall receive it. 

These independent country gentlemen have rc-» 
ceived from Lord Fingal, and the gendemen who 
have acted with him, the most positive declarap 
tions, that they will never again enter into any act' 
to oppose the general committee in their endea- 
vours to obtain the emancipation of die Catholics ;< 
and it. is determined that all former differences in 
opinion shall be hurried ia oblivion on both sides*' 
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The committee had decided to send some< of 
their body, to propose to the counties to appoint 
delegates to the committee, of whose attendance 
there would be a certainty ; and our chairman had 
actually left Dublin, with intention to go through a 
great part of Ireland for this purpose j the inde^ 
pendent country gentlemen, as before mentioned,. 
took up the same idea themselves, (before they 
knew the committee had determined upon it) and 
they, and Lord Fingal and his friends, all agreed 
in pressing such a measure on the committee, as 
an additional cause of re-umitingthem to the body. 

Lord Fingal, his friends, and the country gen- 
tlemen before mentioned, seemed at first inclined 
that the present committee should be dissolved ; 
an opinion, however, which further reflection on 
the vaiious difficulties resulting from such a mea- 
sure, the doubts entertained of the competency in 
.the committee to dissolve itself, and the <:onside- 
ration that a dissolution must necessarily occur 
early in 1793, induced them to forego. 

The plan inclosed, sanctioned by the general 
committee, by these independent gentlemen, and 
and by Lord Fingal, and his friends, is recom- 
mended to your zeal to have carried into immedi* 
ate execution in your county, 
lam, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

EDWARD BYRNE- , 
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DECLARATION. 

WE, the Catholics of the city of Dublin, have 
read with extreme concern, the resolutions of dif- 
ferent bodies of our Protestant fellow-subjects, ift 
which they express their disapprobation of the con- 
duct of our committee, and their aversion to our 
claims of the elective franchise, and an equal par- 
ticipation of the trialTjy j,ury. But the address of 
the corporation of this city to the Protestants of 
Ireland, has filled us most peculiarly with mortiii* 
cation and surprize ; as Irishmen, we are astonish- 
ed and grieved, that the first corporation of thi^ 
kingdom should have put forth a publication, tecmp 
ing wiA false principles of government^ and fiak^ 
statements of historic facts ; as Catholics, we hr 
ment, that the same body -should have misconceir* 
ed and mis-«tated our conduct and our objects* 

We have read of what is called the right of con- 
quest ; it has also been called the right of robbery :• 
but we do not imagine, that a doctrine so subvert 
sive of the peace and setdement of society^ and of 
the immutable rules- of justice, that a doctrine, 
which in its consequences so completely warrants, 
and in its language so wontonly provokes resist- 
ance, would be made the foundation of the Pro- 
testant claims to the government of this c6untrjv ' 
We did not expect that a doctrine exploded in this^ 
Sland by the revokition of 1 782, would be revived: 
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ao our oppression. If conquest and the right of 
■the sword could justify the stronger in retaining 
dominion, why did not Great Britain abdicate her 
legislative supremacy over Ireland ? or why were 
we all, Protestants and Catholics, actuated as one 
man to resist so legitimate an authority? Is that 
monstrous and exploded principle still to be re- 
tained for our peculiar subjection, which was felt 
to be false by every honest man, when applied to 
the subjection of his native land ? 

We are desired m that address to "rest con- 
" tented with the most perfect toleration of our re* 
" Ugion, t!ie fullest security of our property, and 
" the most complete personal liberty.''* They are 
gceat and important blessings, but they are not se- 
cure to any man, who is a slave. They are held 
but by sufferance, by those who are tried without 
their consent, and legislated for without l)eing re- 
presented. 

•We agree widi the corporation in the spirit of 
one assertion, they ** know of no power under Hea- 
*' ven authorised to alienate this their most valuable 
*' inheritancje." Letourclaimsbe tried by the same 
principle. The Catholics were the constituents 
of the very parliament which deprived them of 
their franchise, and thereby did indeed ** alienate 
" thejr most valuable inheritance !" and though 
Ht hs^ve acquiesced under [that unjust deprivati- 
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on for sixty^ve years, and though we will con-» 
tinne to acquiesce, so long as the statute stands 
in its present form, we must still declare, as a politi- 
cal truth, that no elected and delegated legislature 
has a right to disfranch'ise its electors and delega- 
tors who never intrusted their power to that body 
for the purpose of being made the instrument of 
its own destruction. And we further say, that in 
our judgment, not even those electors could em- 
power their representatives to enslave us, their 
posterity. 

We are likewise told by the corporation, that 
*^ experience has taught tfiem, that without the 
^^ ruin of the Protestant establishment, the Cathor 
^' lie cannot be allowed the smallest influence in 
<* the state." The inclinations of our body are not 
to subvert any establishment in this country; if 
they were, we are not component to so absurd 
a project : and no strength, that we might derive 
from the restoration of our rights would enable us 
to effect it, while the King, the House of Lordsy 
the Irish Privy Council, the English Privy Coun- 
cil, and the Chancellors of both countries, are un- 
alterably Protestant. Ifby establishment, be meant 
relipous establishment, we must further reply, that 
no e3q>erience has taught them so; the Protestant 
religion was dominant in this country long before 
our ancestors lost their elecUve franchise. Is it 
only since the year 1727 y that Protestantism hsm 
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tsieen die religion of tike statemlrektd? IftiyesH^ 
blishment be meant the government of the cdm- 
try, it is equally ill founded ; that is instituted for 
the freedom and happiness of the governed; and 
yet this address would imply, that procuring free- 
dom and happiness for dnree-fourths of this kin^ 
dom, would cause the utter ruin of our govern- 
ment. A greater libel ag^nst the cpnstitution of 
Ireland was never uttered by its mostdeclared ene- 
my* it is sufficiently capacious to give liberty to 
every man ; and the more its base is widened, and 
its Uessings difiused, the more it will be fortified 
against the efforts of time and despotism. Nor 
does experience warrant the assertion. Our loss 
of the right of citizenship is comparatively mo- 
•dern ; and the government of diis country neither 
required nor gained any accession of strength by 
xnir slavery. That was effected in a time of pro- 
found tranquility, after the uninterrupted loyidty 
and peaceable demeanor of our ancestors had 
t)een e3q)eiicnced and acknowledged for thirty-six 
years fix>m the capitulation of Limerick. The cau- 
ses that induced this law are now almost forgotten ; 
but if tradition be to be believed^ where history is 
silent, it was enacted to satisfy court intrigue, not 
public security ; to change the balance of powe^ 
between Protestant families in two or tHfe'e^*C6Un- 
ties of this kingdom, not to give any *itft^alSf"ot 
power to the Protestants at large. '^^^ r.jfisiH •• 
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It is suggested in that addreae, that the revqlo* 
lion wa$ established in Ireland by force, or as it is 
profanely called, by "an.appealto Heaven." Th^ 
revolution in England, derived its glory and its 
stability from this great truth, that it was founded 
on the people's will. Does the revolution, in Ire- 
land rest upon a difFerent foundation? Is it sup- 
ported by a principle, which is the reverse of tha<, 
which rendered the revolution in EngLwd the ^r 
xnira^tipnaft^eworld? NpJ itisnptAo; >femust 
all:Cpn^ur in calumniating thfit great «vei?l, that 
our ancestors may also be ca^umtu^ted* Tfee ixych 
lutipn in Ireland was not com|Jeted by the battles 
pf the Bpype or Aughrim, but by the artijd^ of 
Limerick. It was consented to by all, Prate?1;ants 
^sdCatholi^ * The»consentof.the.Cilthol*w ww 
obtained. to a copipact, ,as, sohmn^ rattfifd^ 0^ ^^ 
spetdUy broken^ as aiiy intherecordisof.^istiWl'' 
By thjat. compact, the j^^^y^ent of ^ thfaii:.rigbtft' 
WjaS' fitipubtedi fpK $p our. ancesjtorfey as.a.dectea-" 
tion of thw .cons^ent:. Tb^ ]:^9t0ratiQp of .tbos^* 
rights was therefore connected with the revelutioa 
Betdemenfof this kingdom. 

^ We are also told, that those laws were epncted • 
\o ".deprive the Roman Catholics of politi<^ pow*' 
*^&if^ in^ cQ^sequence of the many, and ^eat .efforts. 
Y ^^^^^^¥^ them in support of their popish king ^»d 
" French, connexipins." When, where, or how w«re' 
tho«2 many and great efforts n^dc ? Fromthrir. 
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t^imW and {heir magnitude, those who so'cotifi- 
dc^ntiy-adVattcethis assertidn, cannot, we presume; 
be dt a loss for an instance ; but we defy the ma<- 
Hce t)f invention to produce one. Our foref others 
TKVtr'vhbHedtheartieks of Limerick. From the 
tWe thattfaey consented to the revolution in 1691, 
thfcy never made any efforts, either in support of a 
popish king, or Frehch connexions, or of any o« 
t)i^ ehemy to king WIDiam and his successors. 
Jhd they even done so, &e fault had been theirs — 
why' not the punlahm^nt tl^irs also ? Or, is it in- 
tettdedl» be in^nottled t» feUow^ulbj^cts who know 
oltr' loyalty, that wfi are an^ous to have this 
country ^ governed 1^ an arUtrary and uncbnstitu- 
*^tional popish tyrant, andd^pendatntu^on France j'* 
c* that we do not desire to " enjoy the bkssikigs of 
^* a free Protestant government, a Protestant moh** 
*^ aixh limited by the c6nstitcition'(a8 settled by th^ 
'^revolution) and an intimate connexion with the 
^ free empire of Blitain ?" If t^ db, why is tht; ' 
law continued^ after the reason of enacting ha^. 
ceased? 

We admit, that from the moment the Protes- 
taiit*began to make concessions, the Roman Ca« 
tlK^c began to extend his claims, The first kind- 
ness of our Protestant brethem shewed a returning. 
q>irit of liberalit}^ and affection. Before thatttme 
wtr:were not so rash as to raise our minds to the 
hD2ts of ciuaenship« But ve were never guilty • 



of the dieelt imputed to us, df d«!artftf that a lit- 
tle wonlA satisfy us, and when that little was^'gWteeJ 
ed, of claiming more. Owr oWri*at«efetid«) ail #<* 
t» that of our ftxrte^stnt fcBdwistibjectsf #^*» 
rected to Ae nxofit innniediate and Mo^p#j^cfJ*f 
redress* We did not embarrass the las^miMfhf 
OKfimote and extraneous con9ideVa«SOn»,bii#^Wtf4itr- 
verdid, either in word orihoiig^, «*h*^«*^i^ 
-anU forego our ht^ of tmancipnthn: *iftwWl» 
would hot belkvc us, if ^e satS th)8itii^e sh(Widte 
induced by any eomparithrely snMdl* ^e^kf^ml^ 
oiu- grievances, to consent to perp^tiial'«btcf}^« •*' 

We lament that it is not true^ «= that the Itet ses* 
^^ sion 6f parliament left us in no wise diflKrent 
" from our Ptotestant fellow-subjects, save tnpjy iS 
"the exercise of political power." That assttti- 
on is falsified by the heavy code of penal laws still 
in force against us, many of which infringe ofi that 
security of projperty aYid that persons! liberty, 
which it is alledged we possess* But it is not 
power, it is protection we solicit. It is not pO^^» 
including in it the notion of superiority — it is the 
ejual enjoyment of our rights that we claim. 

The Corporation tell us, that they will not be 
compelled by any authority whatever, " to aban- 
*' don that political sittiation, which their forefa- 
** thers won with their swords, and wMch tfiey Kave 
^^resolved^vritbtb^ir lives and foitvmes to main^ 
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••^aiiu" Arc w» the seditious men, that wouW 
overawe the Ic^slature and ouf fellow countiy- 
"^eftf Nai our vieWs are peacable, and neithttv. 
lAsuk Borof^resBidn shalTmake us forget our loy^ 
alty* 8at wherefore this untimely^ &i!eat ? It 
wears the aj^arance of first urj^n^ us to desp^ 
fay an eternal proscription, and then of throwinjg^ 
d^WQ the gauntlet of civil war. We too have Uvea 
and fartYmes, wluch we are ready to .devote te ih^ 
tetnce df our coqutry^ whenever real danger shatt 
seipiire it ; but We wiH never degrade Aat last and/^ 
most solemn act of patiiotisiA into an.i^le.nie&ace 
and an insolent t^-avado* - 

The great question of our emancipation is noW: 
afloat, we have never sought to acquire it by force^ 
and we hope for it now only from the wisdom o£^ 
die legislature, and affection of our Protestant bre- 
diren. But we here solemnly and publicly declare, , 
that we never will, through any change of time or 
circumstancei save the actual restoration of our 
nght$y desist from the peaceable and lawful pur* 
suit of. the two great objects of our hopes — 4he 
right of electiwfranefmey and ci/i^efual share in 
the benefits of the trial by jury. - 



Petition of the Catholics of Ireland. 

Mr. BYRNE, Mr. Devereux, Mr. Keogh Mr. 
BelleWyiwid Sir Thomas French, the g^ntlemeii 
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delegated by iixR Cadiolks of Ire!and$,aftnd€d tke 
lovee at St. James's, and had the honor to presest 
the humble petition of that body to his majesty, 
who was pleased to receive it most graciously. 

The delegates were introduced by the Bight 
Honorable Henry Dundas, secretary of state ^r 
' the home dejpattment. 

Ukc foHowing-iS a correct copy of the petition : 

,1 • /. . ^ • _ . 

To TJajE King's most excellent Majesty.. 

The humble petition of the undersigned Cathb^ 
lies, on behalf of themselves and the rest of his Ca*- 
tholic subjects of the kingdom of Ireland; 

' Most Gragioits Sovereign, 

WE, your majesty's mostdutiful and loyal stib* 
jects of your kingdom of Ireland, professing the 
Catholic religion, presume to approach your ma* 
' jesty, who are the common father of all your pfeo* 
pie, and humbly to submit to your coiteidemtibn 
the manifold incapacities and oppressive dis(}\(alifi-» 

cations under which we labor. 

• ♦ 

. For, may it please your majesty, aftfer a ^ntilry 

' of uninterrupted loyalty, in which time five foreignc 

wars and two domestic rebellions have occurred, af«^ 

ter having taken every oath of allegiance and fidel- 

I ity to your majesty, and given^ and l?eing. still rear 
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4j to jpve^^evexy pledge, wUch can be ^evided for 

their peaceable demeanor and unconditional sub* 

^nus^oa to the laws, the Catholics of Ireland stand 

obnoxious to along catalogue of statutes, inflicting 

on dutiful and meritorious subjects pains and pen- 

. alties of an extent and severity, which scarce any 

degree of delinquency can warr^it, %id prolong- 

edto a period, when no necessity can be alkdged 

■ to justify their continuance. 

In the first place, we beg leave with all humility 
to represent to your majesty^ that notwithstanding 
, ^the lowest departm^ts in your majesty's fleets and 
. armies are larg'ely supplied by our numbers, and 
yourreveiiue in this country to a great degree sup*, 
ported by our contributions, we are disabled from 
serving your majesty In any office of trust and emo- 
. lumentwhatsoever^. civil or military — a proscrip- 
tion, which disregards capacity or merit, admits of 
neither qualification nor degree,', and rests as an J 
ux^iversal stigpna of distrust upon the whole body 
of your Catholic subjects. 

* We are interdicted from all municipal stations^ 

and the franchise of aS guilds and corporations; 

a^d our exclusion from die benefits annexed to 

i those situations is not; an evil terminating in itself ; 

• for, by .giving an advantage over us to those, in 

' "frhom.they are exclusively vested, they establish 

throughout the kingdom a species of qualified moQ* 



dpoljr, tknifoitiiljr ofJCfSMSng in our^rfidlUwfif, cicrh- 
tratty to thesptritva&d highly dettimcsntd ^ tbci 
fSreedom.of timde. ^ 

We may not found not cndo^ aiiy vmhreTOtyv, 
college, or school for tjie education of our children,, 
and we are interdicted from obtaining degrees iai 
the university of Dublin by the several jchaxter^ and^- 
statutes now in force therein. . 

We are totally prohibited froiioti keeping or using; 
weapons, for the defence of our houses, fannlies, . 
6r persons, whereby we ar^^Xpoded tathe violeiice 
of bto-glary, rpbbery, and assassination ^ and to en-^- 
force this prohibk|oi;, contravening that g^eat ori^ 
g^i^l law of nature, which enjoins us to self-de^^ 
fence, a variety of statutes exist; not less grievous*' 
and oppressive it^ their .provisions, than unjust in 
Aeir objept ;, by ^ne of which,^ enacted so lately as • 
within these sixteen years, every of your majesty's 
Catholic subjects, of whatever rank or degree, peer 
or peasant is com|^^iable by any fna;gfidtrat^ to 
come forward' and convict > himself df' what isiay' 
be thought a^ingular offence in a country profeafe* 
ing to be free — ^keeping a*nis for his defence ; or^ 
if he shall refuse so to do, may Incur not only fine • 
and impriisonmeht, but the vile and ignoniitficius ' 
pnnishments of the pillory and whipping, pen^tieis ' 
appropriated to the niostinfamousniale^ctors, and" 
xtiore terribslc to a Sberal tni^d than death 'n^^t-- ' 



Nb C^thdic whattodirer, h^ his personal {qpop 
tfty secure* The law allows and encGurageB tbe 
disobedient and unnatural child to conform and 
deprive him of it : the unhappy fadier does not^ 
eiJientiy the surrender of his all, purchase his re* 
pose; he may be attacked by new bills, if his fu- 
ture industiy be successful, and again be plundered 
by Ale process of lawi 

We arc excluded from all petit juries, in civif 
a^tioris, where one of the parties is a Protestant ; 
and we arc ftirther excluded from all petit jurie'i^ 
in trials by information or in(£ctment founded on* 
any of the popery laws, by which few we most hunr-i 
bly submit to your majesty, that your loyal sub* 
jfcts, the Catholics of Ireland, are m this dieir iia* 
tive Idnd, in a worse situation dian that of diens, 
for they may demand an equitable privilege denied 
to' us, of having half their jury sJiiens like them«^ 
selves. ' 

We may not serve an gr^id j^ffies^ uidesv 
W^Nieh iti£f sc^ffcely possible can ever hi^ppen, there 
sh^iddnot be found a sufRciency of Protestants to 
complete the pannel ; contrary to thathumane and e* 
cj^dtable principle of l^e laW) which says, that nd 
njnEinshaflbe convicted of any cs^ital oiF^nce, ua^ 
lep»bythe concurring verdict* of two juries of W«r 
md^ibours and equals $ whereby, and to diis wef 
kuitibly 4^reiftV9»Q more pmwukiAy' toi: iiApl<»^ youa^ 
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rayiJ.attentkm^ we are d^tired of the gtetxp&* 
ladtum of the constitution, trial by our peers> in^ 
depcndeflt of the manifest injustke of our property 
being taxed in assessments 1^ a body, from nt^hich' 
we are formally excluded. . 

We avoid a further enumeration pf inferior 
grievances 5 but m^y it please your x^ajestjf, thew 
remains one incapacity, which your loyal subjects, 
the Catholics of Ireland, feel with most poignant 
anguish of mind, as being the badge of unmerited 
disgrace and ignominy, and thecmise andbittpr, 
aggravation of all our other calamities j we are 
deprived of the elective franchise, to the majiMest. 
perversion of the spirit of the constiUxUon, ims- 
much as your faithful subjects are thereby ta^ed, 
where they are not represented, actually or virtu- 
ally, and bound by laws, in the framing of ^ich,. 
they have no power to give or with-bold thejr ?ts- 
sent; and wc most humbly implore your majesty 
to believe, that this our prime and heavy grievance 
is not an evil merely speciilative,but is attended wjth . 
great distress to all ranks,, and in many instances^ 
with tlie total ruin and destruction of the lower or- 
ders of your majesty,s faithful and loyal, subjects, 
the Catholics of Irelapd ; for may it please your 
majesty, not to mcRtion the infinite variety .of ad- 
vantages in point of protection and otherwise,., 
which the enjoyment of the elective franchise gives-.. 
IP those who possess it, nor the consequent incox^-r- 
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^reimfWitt^^^tbilwse^ 8»ed«pmfcd4here« 
of .are U^^ ; 'n<»t'tpioefil^oath« disgfaeeto three* 
fourths of yoiur loyal- subjects of Ireland, of liviag 
tjbe only? body ofjnaQ ihcajwble of franchise, in a^ 
nation possessing a fr^e constitution, it continual* 
\j happens, and of necessity from the malignant 
nature of thelaw must happen, that multitudes of 
the Gadiolic tenantry in divers counties in this* 
kingdotn are, at the expiration of their leases; ex- 
pelled 'ftbm^ their tenements and farms to make 
room? for Protestant freeholders, who, by their. 
votes, mxy contribute to Ae wdight and importantc ' 
of their landlords ; a circumstance which renders ' 
the recurrence of a general 'election, that period] 
which is the boast and laudable triumph of our ' 
Protestant brethren, a visitation 'and heavy curse 
to us, youir majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects.. 
And may it please ydur majesty, this uncertainty''^ 
of possession to 'your majesty's Catholic subjects 
operates as a perpetual restraint and discourage- ^ 
ment on industry and the spirit of cultivation," 
whereby it happens, that this your majesty's king. ** 
dom of Ireland, possessing many and great natural ^ 
advantages of soil and climate, so as to be exceed- 
ed '•therein byfew, if any countries on the earth, is ' 
yet prevented from avaEing hers.^ticreof so fully " 
as she otherwise might, to the far$i»rance of your " 
majesty's honor, and the more effectual support of ] 
yottt* service* 
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And may it please your majesty, the evil does 
not even rest here ; for in^Tiy of your Tiiajesty 's 
Catholic subjects, to preserve Iheir families from 
total destruction, submit to si nominal conformi- 
ty against their conviction and their conscience, 
and preferring perjury to famine, take oaths which 
they utterly disbelieve ; a circumstance, which we 
doubt not will shoclt your majesty's well-known 
and exemplary piety, not less than die misery 
which drives those unhappy wretches to so despc^ 
rate a measure, must c^^tress and wound your rby- 
al clemency und commisseratiori. 

And may it pfease* your majesty, though .we 
Might here rest our case on its own merits, justice^ 
and expediency, yet we further presume to submit 
to your majesty, that the right of franchise was^ 
with divers other rights, enjoyed by ^e Catholics 
ofthiskingdom, from the first adoption of the £n« 
glish constitution by our forefathers, was secured 
to at least a great part of our body by the treaty of 
^merick, in 1691, guaranteed by your .majesty's 
royal predecessors, king William and queen Mary,* 
and finally confirmed and ratified by parliament ; 
notwithstanding tt^hich, and in direct breach'^ of 
the public faitKV^e nation thus solemnly pledge* 
ed, for whitli o5^ ancestors paid a* vduableiconsi*^ 
deration, in the surrender of their arms, and a' 
great part of this kingdom, and n6tWithstanding' 
the labst scrupulous ^dhei^^cJe, oti &^^9iarV t6 Ae 



heri^s of tbe;Sftid,traMgr^a&d oiir it&Mimtikig loy* 
jAy £roHL;thtt jajrto :tlie pveseat, the said right 
«f cleedve ftttuchiBe im Jipdljr and runivensdly 
tdLeAjamjrfitimthiQ:Gaiiidic8ofIvcI^^ so late*- 
3y^ a^4ie fizat jrear.of his mageat}^ King Geocge 
Ae Second. 

And when we thus presume to submit this in- 
fiaction of the treaty of JLimdcJck to your majes- 
ty's royal notioe, it is not that we ourselves con^id^ 
:er it tabe the strong part of our case ; for though 
our rights were recognised, they were by ao meai^s 
^ar^ted by that trea^.; «nd we do. conceive, that 
if no such event as the said ti^eaty hsd ever taken 
jdace,.yQur m^aesty's Catholic subjects, from their 
voyaryingJ<iyalty, and dutiful submission to the 
lanrs, .and from the great support afforded by them 
to your majesty's government in this coundy, as 
,w^.in their personal service, in j^our magesty's 
iee(samd;umies, as from the taxes and revenues 
levied on their property, are fully competent, and 
jusdyenddediapiuticipate andeajoy^heblf^plpgt 
4f the cmislitiJHfioii of dieir c^nintry* 

Axuln0w.th9t.we have with all humlli^ submit* 
td our grieuances to your majesty, permit us,, mosli 
fracious sovereign, again to represent our irincere 
attachment 10 the constitutioji, as estsdbiised in 
^Axee^atalieavol^mgs, Lords, and.conuiions ; our 
wbnernipted loyaI^> geaceaUe , demeanoHTi aniji 
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submissioa to the laws foi; eoie hiXD^bvd'yJears; ard 
our determina^on to.pe»evere in tke^ame dutifm 
conduct, which has, under 7^ im^esty's happy 
auspices procured us those > relaxations of the pe- 
nal statutes, which the wisdom of Ac. legisbture 
has from time to time thought proper to grants we 
humblypresumetohope, that your majesty, in your 
paternal goodness and affection towards a nume- 
rous and oppressed body of your loyal subjects, 
may be graciously pleased to recoinmend to yout 
parliatnent of Ireland, to take into their considera- 
tion the whole of our situation, our numbers, our 
merits, and our sufferings'; and as we do not give 
place to any of your majesty's subjects in loyalty and 
attachment to your sacred person, we cannot sup- 
press our wishes of being restored to the rights and 
privileges of the constitution of our country, and 
thereby becoming more wofthyi as well as more 
capable of rendcringyour majesty that service. Which 
It is not less our duty than our inclination to '2Shti* 

' So may ybur majesty tfim^mit to your latostpo& 
terity,a crbwri sfecured by public advantage s£sd 
public affection 5 and so may your royal persoa 
become, if possible, more dear' to your'gratcful 

people. ' ' *" -<^ '^ ' 

'^ •—--■,' • . . ^. . ''.--A 

The above petitite was sighed by delegates apr 
pointed bythe^eofile from all^the to«nties, citief 
trndtd^xsinihe kingdom, -^ »• -^ • •" 
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Letters written by RoGEK O'Connor foA/> Hx- 
cellency Earl Camden. 

LETTER I. 

MY LOKD, 

^ I TRtfST you will acknowledge, 'that I have 
not dealt unfairly with you — ^that I have not taken 
youby surprise : it is now nearly three months since 
I wrote to you respecting the treatment I had ex- 
perienced : your answer has, at length arrived — a 
long time to form an opinion on a Very plain ques- 
tion. Let me assure you, that I consider the vi- 
ofence offered to myself as nothing, compared to 
the injury the community sustains by the violation 
of the law, in my person. I feel the public interest . 
so deeply and materially concerned, that I think 
myself in duty bound to my Country, and to the 
friends of Freedom throughout the emp're, to ad- 
dress you through the medium of the public prints. 
If you are warranted in your conduct, my appeal 
must serve your government i as far as relates to 
ine, praise for your vigilance, and thanks for your 
determination, will be your due from the thinking 
part of society. If, on the contrary, your proced- 
ings have been unjustifiable, perfidious, treache- 
rous and illegal, your deserts shall be ascertained, 
not by you, nor by me ^ I shall not pronounce 
judgment, let the country by whom j'ou are to be 
tried, pass sentence. 



*^^toheormoreorfli^'^dao^ conclusiotis WlHi^ 
ptt-haps, be drawn t either that y6u have acW 
legallj^, though perfidiou3J(r ; that j ou have acted 
iDegaly and perfidiously Jl or^ that you have acted? 
in such a manner^ as clearly to prove to the people, 
tharybu are perfectly indifierent as to their opini- 
#h, arid regardless oif 4e legality ot illegality of* 
your proceedings. 

- tn 1 tfe6 tnonth of April last, my ste vani was ta* 
ken- into custody,, on ^e information dP one CWS^ 
«<inf', an appr6ver, for adktiiiftistring ^oath of 
Union ; in a few days after I feamecl, Uiat) ^thdugH 
no information could be extorted, either from tkW 
jipprover or my'stewaid cohcemingihe) a warriAt 
had come from you, and sti 6£ y©ur Council* t(^ 
Brigadier Genei'a! Coote, to arrest me.. * FtotfF 
the previous information received by me <>f stt*S 
your intcintion, I stepjied aside on tiie night th^ *l*' 
lack on my house and person was to be ma^^, Aft<i- 
findingthat Ireland was no place for apersohwho' 
had ever openly avowed himself ah en^my U> ^^ 
system adopted- 1^ your EjLcellency,. 1 feft i^f 
countjy, thattrnfortuiiatc country where tentor fiad» 
raised her frightful; throne ou the ruins fef laW an* 
jlistice.. I prefereda tfempbrary banishment front' 
iaimily and home^;to a Bastile ; and ttsproof of my' 
being, under no apprehension from the jttsUce 
of the law, before I quitted Ireland I wW)te U» 
Mr. Varling,mylawagcfat,^toaCLC[uaiiit tiie Judge 
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wAxxiru tKen tiqldiog hla aMisiMi in. tlw cpwijr^ 
^tm I would come forwsgrd if I ira$ as^yrcid o£m 
ipumdUte trial : a$ tbat asQur^mi; QouUl not be 
^UsMpecjIs I left mjT ^ountiy. TqU|,99 ivieU ibi i|ia-» 
ny otheTi^ ^D9tnied my flight into ^;HUt i in.sp do- 
ing yo|a were umniadful of the system, yovi had re<; 
gpl^ly acted pn-^rror way the Qnitn^^ the. ^•^ 
1 remaidedia Eng^andfromliie latter end o| April^ 
.liUthe Mtb ot J\iiie>oii whidtday I retianed tolre-^ 
VvmI) tQ^omgfy with die Prodamatioaof ycMjjr Ex- 
ceU»cy and c^ypur Q^iiidciI, of the 17th of May«i 
1 didaccede to the leryoa of that ProcJamatipp, ia 
tf ita foms. What xuy mo^ves. were for surreiw 
deringiny self under ihat FrodamatiPis you ar» 
iiotaiidic^aedto make eot^iy. 9^i or conimeo^ 
on ; wJb^ether I did aa ^r the pugpoae /of adjusting 
my private affiuis, or 1^ my presence to discounter 
mmce peijury— to develope {dans oflegalized mur* 
der by c^rts^ agents, who pveteiuled to be high in 
ibeceiMenee of gpf^fRoment, and thereby to be 
l)w jBompa o£ savins ti^ lives of ioaoceat men^ 
who were take offered 19 as victims to. extermi-* 
Baling adminbtratorit is a pnatter ofna nyomeat 19 
^. present qiies^n. 9ui^e it to say^ I did suf-^ 
isnder myself undar Ae stipuladons contained 11^ 
Ike Prpdama^ofi, and received a cefti&cate ironat 
the ma^stratea of my havi^ done so ; of all which . 
Ifbrdnwsdi madf yw and your secretary 9ii^ 

Ga 
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•' From die isth of June till the 5th of July, I^^ 
genteii myself ftolir hbme, expecting daily soihe- 
answer to any bfmy many letters. • Tired of del^, 
bntlieStft of July I wtnt home, determined to- 
>^it Ae 6vent r ^and on the t4tft was ariiested'by 
fi. G; Coote, and detained in Bandon till' the 2^1«t^ 
6n which day I was removed to Co A, escorted by 
Captain Rbthc, of* the 30ih regiment, and' from- 
' thence to Dublrnr. '- Here I sHoiilrf mention, that 
'^hSstlwas detained a prisoner in Bandon^ I- re* 
ceived aktter from your iecn^tary, written bcf' 
fete my arrest was Knowri in DnbHn. • " Request'^' 
•^ing of me to repair to DtiUin; as, ff the informati^ 
"on of government was correct, I could tiimwnwrii' 
**light oii Iifeh' affairs; which was'^eicpected from- 
^me, andtiiatrl may rest as!5ured*ofmy person lie-^ 
•*ing' perfectly secure^ ! 

' Thid letter wais dated in DuBlin^^ tSigac A^f^ 
1 was arre^d in -^tiit coimtry ; which circutor 
stanbe," when ym knew," ikt momner mertfy: <£ 
Itiy'going Was changed-^ went as a priaoiMrrr-i' 
^btild have gone if at' niy liberty*— -In a deta3«(^ 
Ais' nature, though I studiously avoid -proUzily^ 
it is altogether imp06S%ie- to be as concise^ as L 
wish ; much depends on reference to dates, to be 
perfectly understood j and I am the more paitieu- 
Ikrin . observing them, ^as-your's mid your secre*' 
tary's defence chiefly rests on confounding^thenu 
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« Oa Ae 25d of JoJjr, I arrived itt «DuI4h);^ with 
Captain Roche, who was ordered t^ your Bcore*^ 
tary to conduct me 6n the day fottowing ta^his: 
house in Phisnix pvk;, whidier we went. Atcdiis^ 
nitervicw with Mn Pelhamy I was- qoestknied at 
considerable length, both respecting my own trans^ 
actions, and my political opinions : he dw^lt much 
cm the information of one Hebcrt, a French pri-^ 
soner of war, on parole in Dunmanw^ ; Ae re- 
mainder 6f the conversation was curious,, and con* 
viriced me that Mr. PeHiam receivetl fins i«te]liw 
gence fifomvery incorrect informers. Without en^ 
teringintodetsdl, itis fuHy sufficient for my purw 
poise to aflfam, that an hour of the time of confer- 
ence was taken up reapectitig Hcberttmd his infor-* 
mation. What was the result? I was liberateA^ 
On asking Mr. Pelham if he had any furU^er ooca* 
sion tasee me, or if tkere was any necessity -fo# 
Captain Roche to attend me, Mr. Pelham'^ aisswer 
^as— ^ Mr. CCoxmor, you are at perfect Uberty 
^ ta go when and where 'yoa please j - Captain 
^Roche has no further occasion to attend yxm a0 
^ a prisoner ; butyoa will be sakind as not U^ 
i*^ leave town till three oMock this day— after that 
^ hotr, if you do not hear from me, yoa, are en^ 
^ tirely at your liberty.*' These were Mr. Pel* 
tarn's words to me, in the presence of Captain 
Roche, than whom there exists not a man of nftorc 
real worth, or morenice hoaon to his recollection 
I appeal for the certainty rf what I advance; In 



Dublin I reiiu£ae<} fe<m Suaday till Thursdsqr r 
wa which day, previoiu to leaving towxi, I re^^st« 
td ax» audience of Mr« Pelham^ relative to my bro* 
ther, whom your Excellency had dungeoned for 
flixmontbs, and who was at that time in the Tower» 

, At this interview with Mr; Pelham» nothing ve- ; 
ly material as to myself passed, except, his having 
toldmc, that since mj arrival in Dublin the go- 
vernment had received informations of a very se-^ 
rioua nature canceming us, but that no attention 
was paid to themy as they came irom ^ quarter not 
ta be depended on i thougbl make but slight men* 
tion of these informations, at this time^ I must re- 
fuest that you will mark the passage with parti- 
cular notice, as by and by I shall be under the n^- 
Cf^ssity of recurring to k. A&er my making sqv$- 
n^demisAdsofdie secretary res^ctipg "my bro- 
iler,! iefk DubUn to return to tjbe covmiy of Cork* ' 
On my arrival at hpaie^ I m&t ^ij kjtter %om JBriffh^ 
4ii^^^rfdCa$tCf to TOf Wife, ini^i^woi^s.i^^^^ 
*win«.;- . / ^ ••■ : >: ■ • ;.i \ ] . ■ '\\ •: 

Camfi near Bandon^ yttty 26, 179^1 ' 

^^.AsXinow it wilt give ymfJeasure to hear of \ 
Mr/<)*Coiinor, Uend ycua topy of a Letter^ this | 
day received hy me from Mr. PeUiam, c^etniti^' 
kimT., .; ' ' '-"' -' 
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" Captain Roche will rtport to you his arrvodi 
here with Mr. O'Connor : they wril return tc^ ' 
morrow f but Mr. O^Connor /* discharged from any 
errestyifmd is out^ on the bail he entered into a^M^U 

(Signed,) ; ^ /■ '■[ 

.:.;.« ^j0m^d§fmjMhdam^i^Q0 

H^re,iny Lord, I sbailt drop the thread of my nar- ^ 
ra^e/^1 Imake a few comments on the forcing: 
fitim which it will appear that in violatron^ofybui: 
prqcjamatlonf I was arritsted^ detaun^4 for a weeS.^ 
a prisoner in Bandp% and taken to Duhiinf ^ 

^^^fbeptiblicwillblii56n^ of my 

adding M'r.Pelhjfin, on the 24th of July; Me W2uiiii « 
possesion of Mfberfs infbrmadon aguotsi me ; 
th^ ^e questioned me at con|ii4era&& l^ftogth rela^ 
tive thereto^ an3 liberated ^) having^^asl must 
suppose, authority so to do \ and in proof of Ifav- 
11^ ^ne so advisedly^ an4 with su$cient thoug^t,^ 
he wrote to Sr^adSer Gemtal Coote^on the day, 
fo^wi^g the above recited tetter, wherein is men^^ 
tiooedmy being discharged from any arrest, >&<£] 
Voing^outoa the bail Ibaile&teredinto atMallpw ; 



^Ixxxii APPENDIX. 

which he knew to be a recognizance of the peace 
for seven ye 2^, pursuant to the Proclamatiorij 
Mallow being the place where I had surrendered 
myself. 

. A few more remarks, this Letter shall iSe con- 
cluded, and your Excellency shall get time, before 
the receipt of my next, to ruminate t>n your con- 
duct, and to consider of that of the agents of your 
Government* 

'Till such time as I could with certainty assure 
the public, that you had been apprised of what had 
been done in your name, and under the sanction 
. of your authority, from my private communica- 
tions to you, and your answers, I wished them t6 
think that you were innocent, as being ignorant of 
the circumstances attending my case. Now, my 
Lord, if blame attaches, you must bear your part 
of the weighty a receiver of stolen goods is deem- 
ed rather more culpable than the thief : — " When 
thou sawest the thief, thou consenteth unto him*^ 

and hath bpgn partaker with the adulterer." 

»• ' 

Permit me to ask you, do you svq^pose I wouM 
have returned to Ireland, in June last, was I not 
confident that no offence could be charged on me, 
within the exceptions of your Proclamation? 

-Allow me to enquire of you, whether you think 
Jt'proboble, after being treacherously aiid perfidi« 
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49usly deprived of my liberty, after my compGance 
wiA the teiins of ypur proclamation, that I would 
have'sufiered myself tamely to be taken to Dublin, 
by any one .man (to whom I again appeal, as to 
the possibility of forcing me thither) if I had been 
imder any apprehension, on an investigation of my 
xoi^joct,^ of heing detained? 

lutt me put the question to you ; had Mr. Pel- 
ham, or had he not, power to liberate me I and, 
lasdy, "did_ not^you write to my friend Lord Kin- 
mIc that I had boe^ liberated by your authoriQr ? 

For die answers, I shall thank you, if you can 
give diem to your satisfaction ; if you cannot, 
whisper them to yourself in your closet. . , 

I trust,.for my own sake, there is nothhig libelr 
ous in this lett^« Truth, it jseems, may be a li- 
bel-* -and it contains nothing else. I could, with 
the utmost difficulty, keep my pen within bounds ; 
I governed it— happily it governed not me. Had 
I aSioMrod it tQjetch'piy thought^,' I never should 
. wi^ teii feet straight forward jeigain. I live in the 
Kf)ipe> however; of having pay hand ^cme day at lib- 
r<«ty to m^ii^st what my co^tations are* 

I set at defiance all the p^hinations ofconspir- 
.ators ag£unst me«*^ 
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Nor,, my liord— 

>**-p-ii th^retony termor in your threats^ 
** Fur I(m,arn^d99 9trong inhonesty^ 
^* That they pasthy meaa^he idUwind^ 
^ W/Uch Jresf^wt.^ 

I cannot prevail on mysdf to ^:ondade Ihis'Iet- 
«er in tlie usual way that one gendeman ea^-esses 
himself to another. 

1 caormot aay l haire fte ^astre^peet for you, 
nor *w91 1 ever be your huinbtls ^orvaat— 4 BW»t 
only subacribe myself, 

(SignedO 

ROGER pXQNWOR- 

Prisefti Coriy 
^wmaryl'^ytTSB* 

LETTER 11- 

31T 3LORP, 

I am apt to'thhdt you woidd heto *die AriR as 
well satisfied, if I diacontiaued ny coivespoii* 
"dence with<yoii-«4Uti ardent loiw £or my coamry 
forbids it. Ifaoldth^naaiigaihyiAdM^jfiivldegMe 
who from a masked battery, asaaila his fellow citi« 
sens' freedom ; in the 9tfmif^ ibt open, bold, a- 
vowed invader of their just rights ; «nd in the thitttf 
the silent, passive endurer of aui^h wrongs. 
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There tan belittle difficulty in coni^itfcing you 
of my real c<?ncgm for the necessitjr of addressing 
you ;' believe me, when I declare, that of Ae two, 
I think you will have to regret the ocpasion which 
has given rise to the correspondence, more jthan I 
shall ; though, if ever you had nice feelings, they 
muattxaveiiecoi&e sip csiUqv^ ^inCe yaur aSCtival in 
my^ eountiy^ vtbat.you w31 not stand ki need of 
much pity, for any shock they may sustain. 

I hope Ao UbdUoiis inafelei'VftS (Ktcavered in my 
^ormef leUer, V^9t^||»th^ l^w pfteev^^j^ur vice* 
crown, have in all probability by tbi^time review- 
•ed, I may resume my narrative. 

Permit mie then, thriaugh you, to inform the pub. 
.lie (you are acquainted with most of the circum- 
stances already) that I quitted Dublin, on the 29'th 
of July,imme(Uatdy.a&eF k«i4fi|» Mr. Pelham, 
and returned to my own 'bo^se in the county of 
Cork, where I remained but one d^y^ when I went 
with my wife and family to Kinsale, to be more out 
of the wa$:-^f i^/V. ^xAinformerSy a body of whom 
•tliere had b^en^ during my absence from the coun* 
t|^^ m, att^^fi^t mack to mrgankce^ which m part 
89)a:eed€4; . aboi^ iSUtaa^Otrnge^ or hhulgeonFmm ^ 
laying bew vat^fdfO^l^^fwf «nd fiirnished with dai« 
ly hire, as the ruW of this respectable corps of ob* 
ssryation and esep^tion, is t&awear to any things 
^matter dfcour^i^lbli* maybe wnUm.a* miitter 

H 



ipf form ; and as I did not aUnd weU. with ^ ^«7i- 
tlemm of this fr|it«roity (for which in good tin^ 
I do not blame them) I judged it prudent to leave 
home* 

At Kinsale I relnaitted till the commencement 
vf the Cork assizes, when I came to this city, in or- 
der to expose as dark a conspiracy as ever was 
formed, agsunst the lives oftwelveinnocentmen: so 
fully had I investigated the charges aUedged against 
^eae mca!>,<if tbefutjiUty oCwhichl.wa^ socpnfideitf 
and so dearly did 1 9^ through the design of tl^ 
>conspiratoi«,that I was det^mined ^o bring thi: 
whole transactio(i. to light, l^y giving c\cry suj;} 
which my labour, purse, or talents could bestow, 
in a fair, open, and I trust, hon(»-able manner*-— 
From the moment the party most anxious for the 
success of the prosecution, saw the host of wi^ 
nesses ('heretofore intinudatedj my aj^arance in 
behalf of the prisoners had produced, they diisjteir- 
cd of being able to effect their bloody pU^rposfe*^ 
scarcely an hour passed 'tiQ the day of trial/ wkMi- 
out a solicitation to me from me quatter op^ibi^m 
ther not to interfere between go^^ernment «id 
United Irishmen, of threats o^infermatieiisJi|Uif|n* 
ing over my head, of which I was not awai^^llid 
which would certainly be let fall on me« 

Solicitations I resisted, threats I despised-^I 
did my di^y-«-which when I abandmi from' mo 



tlvei of private advsmtage or personal' fear, I de^ 
vdatly pray that I may cease to exist. 

The event of this important trial justified my 
opinion ; the men were acquitted by as respectable 
a jury as ever was impanelled, without the neces- 
sity of producing a single witness On their behalf* 
One of the witnesses for the prosecution^ the prin- 
cipal ostensible informer to whom B. General 
Coote had given twenty-seven guineas for pas(^ 
strvkesy and had promised^ on the oonvtc^on of 
the peo{4e, an hundred more, with the inmxediate 
ix>sscssion of the Surveyorship of Beerhaven, raa 
offfrbm the court-house, and hasnever since been^ 
heard of, the other was hurried from off the table 
into the dbck,tryed for peijury, convicted anJ sen- 
tenced to be transported to Botanyvbiiy for seveu 
j^'ars. 

• It may at first, view, seem extraordinary that 
any person could be foimd so depraved, as to be 
BOtgy, fcMT the acquittal of those men, but so it was, 
a.&w who were deepest in the plot, enraged at its 
discovoq^ and miscarriage, formed the resolution 
of putting the threats (already noticed) against me 
intp execution ; and now I came to learn mor^par" 
rictdbri^, the quarter from which the menaced at-- 
tack was to be made* 

Fellow-citizens, let not the tear stand in your-' 
eye, whilst I expose to your view this conspiracy- 
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against mc'; let mdigiiatxon rouse, rather th^ sof* 
row depress you ; fell for mt-^feelfor yoursehe^j • 
but let it be with the firmnes of men, of Irishmen^ 
not with the melting -spirits of women ; there is not 
a man of you unconcerned* 

OnthelTlth day ofthe most protracted assizes - 
erer known in this country, did five constables 
rush into my wife's bed-chamber^ and arrest the fa- 
ther of eight children, oh an information,* taken by ' 
— ^\i'hom ? By no other than one whom the woild 
■ has called niy own ^roM^r.' Me did the citizeiis 
of Cork behold dragged from wife and children to - 
this goal, on such an information.-— Rage seized » 
tlie tc:rc {iooi:*le of the south, when they came to 
know the truth. Hear how I became almost as 
soon as dungeoned, acquainted with the nceans 
used in procuring the information, which, if posai* 
'ble,,aggjravat€s the enormous crime of taking it. 

I had not been five minutes in this goal, when a 
young gentteman of the name of Speare, aXieute- 
nantin the 8th regiment of foot, whom I h^d never 
known before, begged to see nie. Being intro- 
duced, he- told me of his hearing tjiat my brother' 
was the cause of my arrest ; that he was present 
when CuUinrvUe gave the information on which I' 
was taken ; that every persuasion and threat was 
Uiadc use of, to prevail on him to swear it ; tlviton 
Cullinane's saying on his oath he knew nothing to 



i|jr.pi|!^iidi6i^; my brather tdd tupa it was a ,m«&re. 
]|i§t^r of form, and should never appear ; that his^ 
qnlf motive was regard to informant^ who' must 
go to goal^ and be hanged, if he persisted in his^ 
obstinacy ; and that he never ceased working upon 
the inind of CidUdane,' Ull.he prevailed on him to 
Bwear to the information f every . charge in which ' 
ivzM suggested to him by my brother* - Mr* Speare* 
ooncluded with sayipg, that he was ready to come* 
ibrward at any time, and swear to the truth of- 
ii»iiat.hehadrdated, which his conscience would^ 
Dot allow hinirto conceal. 

Scarcely had Mr. Speare left the gQal,» when ar* 
messenger from Cullinane himself came to let me 
know his astonishment on hearing that I had been 
arrested on an information of his ; that my brother 
had been with him that mornings and desired him 
not to lose a moment's time in getting out of town, 
but that he would not go, as he feared (from the* 
information appearing, which this magistrate jtold^ 
him should never be Uie case) some danger to me, 
and that if I should p^don liim, he would tell th«. 
T^auTH. . lie then proceeded to acquaint me, by 
the desire of Cullinane, that on Wednesday the 
19thof July, whilst I was a prisoner in Bandonj^- 
within nine miles of my own house, where 1 had 
left.^yen young children, (within cne mile^of 
-which mt^ brother lives J whom also their mothet 

Md!<l,vatCcd to come to me, at a time . whe& eyezY 
* Jl it 
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BOvSsa^^ne ill the countrjs ^"^^ toudied^lilBlfliy^ 
fbrhersuierings, did tny tn^eCherHe*^ to tfaebeilMi^ 
6f Cu]Hnwe-^-«nd to tlik man <fid. ilii&*b>^Mli0r^ 

« OToimorhas^retui^ied to tU»^eoilB^ 
^ shortly to go to Didilm, to gi^ infonnaftioB* ar* 
^ gainst tweiity4(>ur Unitfcd ' Iiiebmeii. Yon «» 
*die firston the list, for swearing agaixMit Ids sttfv« 
^ ard last springs Fr#m my regaid to yoa, Lfaa^ 
^* devised % plan foir your safety^-4e befi»l*e h$iA. 
*W!th him; giire me some klbittiation agaiiBjIK 

* O'Comior, wluch shall never appear unkis he 

* should, attack . you-— 4n which case it will^ sav& 
*you.* 

In vain did the man urge fai» ignora]ic& of m^Hf* 
he was answered with curses for his* obstxnittg^t ^* 
tfireats of the gaifows in caae of refusid. At leiigd» 
he consented to attend a summons a£thi$'^magis* 
firate, my brother's, house ; and in the s^ean i 
he promised to think tyi ^e bcuuness — fwhich i 
^aons he received, and answered ;..,alLthe circusM 
stances attending which^ more fully appears 'bfa% 
apdavit of Mr. Speare% swom.be£E»i« the Mq^i 

<rf Cork. 

• •• ' • i 1 

Such is the history of this infi>nnatio%on:ii^chK 
I was arrested tfie.vexy same iriiich your se^i^^ 
iy told ine^on^fliiie^rth of July, had boe» fici^lF^ 
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llgrf[Q{f«Riinaiit of me since my ainrsval inDufalu^ 
«d««mch lie addedoiet with no conitfAnance^fayj 
wtmfHk of the fttftmr it camefioin, as meiitkincd 
m my former letterw 

. Tedioibi' I must appear ;^lat versed io coapofti- 
lion^X ccHiki not azpr^Sr myself more concis^**^ 
vith a few observations I^fadl conclude this letter : 

iBtr. Pelham received this uaicMrmation of CulU* 
oaBfi's^fnam B^ General Coote, on Monday the 
Mth of J^jiy^sL little after ( quitted him.^--rHifi le^-> 
%HCttoMr. Co0te,of tbe.25th^atedin my former 
ktterv mustxonseqnestly have been written suhp^ 
fuent to his, knowUdg^ of it. On Thursday 2tiih 
&>» told me of the receipt of such an informatioiXrT^ 
'get he al^fered me to d^rt tmmoJestedj he diacharg^^ \ 
edme "^ from any srws^V aw/«^Mfi»tf atlaige 
*^. «n the bail I had entered into at MaSovr,'^ ^Ai^ 
We knew was ^nijr a recegnizmice rfthefeacefor eem 
HtM/ears^ under the. procUmtatkn^^ Ptay^my JLord^ 
Mt all offence contrary to law, for aman of consiw. 
derokle estate to attend the ossiaes of his county t 
Mitpenal'forta lawyer of fourteen years standiagj 
iKthfe baivtaiq>pear in Court an advocate, thaugk: 
vMnred f Wimj^At treason 1 have. xomnuttedt^ 

I tell you tayour veiy beard^ die aemved charge 
^usstine is etr-eeMngfofth mgptoteedng n^m be^ 
fioeen innocent men<niddeuth^m4heehefe.ofJpi9A^ 
le^MHrditi 
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Permit me to enquire of your ExceJfciicy-4f^ 
h U i^ to keep back in magistrates' pockets, in-r 
formations (taken fuU^ seven weeks prior to thp 
assizes) for the space of seventeen days of tlie actu- 
al sitting of a judge of goal delivery — ^the traitor 
appearing every day in the veiy court, and to delay 
sencUng- up- bMls of indictment on them till the^ 
judges had quitted the county, whereby the accused 
must be deprived of trial, and doomed to a Bastik 
for seven months i though the longest assizes, ever 
known had passed over, after the alledged com- 
mission of the oiFence ? Where did you learn suclr' 
isw? I am sure not from your father. I do not 
Srectly diarge you^ but I do charge some servants 
of your administradon with hiring my unfortunate: 
brother to commit this more than monstrous- 
deed i but though^yoyr-iie^teiicj^'iifliay not have 
ia|h»^<^the plan, you must be content to be consi-^ 
dered as an accessary after the fact, by not divest- 
ing such amagistrate of his office, and by proceeding 
on an informaticm ao^pYpcured, of all the circum^i^ 
stances attehdipg^which, I do publicly declare asul 
aver I made you acquainted. The act of the ma- 
gisteate countenanced, by administrators, must he 
taken as the act. of tlie administration. Could I 
have viewed it in the light oi private malice orindi* 
vidual depravity y I should never have predaitted 
the infamy of a brother, whose sober reflection 
4 «houldhave been his punisjnent-— ^ore than pro- 
bable your £:iceUency knows noUiing^f oujc Irislx 



APPENDIX. xelB 

Kistoiy, but that ofyotir times ; open any page of 
it since the evil hour your countrymen first came 
amongst us,, you will meet with- a case similar to 
the present ; our history is filled with such acts of • 
English, viceroys^ secretaries, chaplains, clerks^ 
runners, spies and informers^ It was by such 
arts my dis-united country became «nsWed by . 
yours ; this is but the revival, or to speak more 
properly, a continuation of the old system of setting 
father against son, son against father, brother a- 
gainst brother, friend against friend ; but thanks to ^ 
the grand Artificer, discord^ that evil planet has 
nearly run its course, and is about to sink below 
the horizon of our island — see it vanisheth. Bc^i 
hold Union^ propiGous light, risen m the nortl^' 
moving throu^ all the parts of our Beaven, dispel- 
ling the mist of bigotry and superstidon^ which • 
obstructed, the rays of truth and reason, directing ^^ 
and animating the Children of Erin. 

' Wishing you in charity— «ycs to see, and ears 
to hear, I take my leave of your. Excellency for the * 
present; hoping to bring my correspondence with 
you to a final^ period in "one xnore Letter. 

SOGER O'CONNOR. 
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LETTER III. 

teY LORD, 

FROM my two former letters addressed to yw^^ 
but designed for the /?f (?/>&, the people in all pro- 
bability will conclude that you have acted treache- 
rously and perfidiously. Be it my diity in this let- 
ter to relate the proceedings after my arrest — ^frora 
which my coimtrymen, perhaps may be warranted 
in thinking that the law has been most flagrantly 
yioliated;, and God knows ths last parliament, of 
abhorred memory, gave you field wide enough to 
exercise every species of cruelty, without your bc- 
kig driven to the necessity of taking a range beyond 
the limits assigned you. 

Without further preface, I proceed to state th?X 
being aiaeested on the syth of September, ar.dcrr.g- 
ged to this god (as heretofore shewn) suth a d»- 
mourwas raised throughout this, city, that even- 
ing and the following morning, that even the grand 
jury of this county were ashamed to see me brought 
to the courtliouse, on such an information ; and 
Mt upon the expedient of bolstering it wiA the in- 
formation of Hebert,. and accwding^y on the ne« 
day found bills of indictment ag^st me on that,; 
alter which I was ordered up to the court from this 
goal, by Mr. Serjeant Chatterton, who presided as 
judge (Barons Smyth and Metge having quitted 
the county the day before, but a few minutes pri- 
•i: to pay 9xrtst») When I. had arrived at. the 
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court Kouse, I made nodoubt pf immediate release- 
meat, having taken the precaution to procure the 
attendance of CuUinane the prosecutor. My 
.counsel, Messrs* Hbnry Grady and Lysaght, re- 
quired oCthe court to discharge me according to 
the proclamation, to give me an immediate trial, or 
to admit me to baU i with any of which requisitions 
thejudge refusing to comply, Mr. Grady rose and 
told such a tale of bitter woe, as drew tears from 
.^aSmost eveiy eye of a crowded audience — all his 
endeavors were ineff&ctuaL Mr. Lysaght prov* 
<ttd, in my opinion, incontrovertibly, that I could 
not legally be remanded to prison $ his efforts were 
fiiiidess. I then addressed the court, to which 
I briefly stated that no part of Cullinane's Informs^ 
<tion placed me within the mceplions 9f your pro- 
clamation of the 17th of May 9 th^t on Hebejt^ft 
information, I hadheretofore been in fact tried b/ 
your secretary, and actuaUy ac^uitted^ and thai^ 
though I^had been in custody not more than eigh- 
teen houra, I was r^ady for trial,. tp whicb> that 
4bere sboulibeno d^ay, Iha^sunuuon^dthe qiiIj 
witness against me, who dien attended, and waa 
ian^sigh^ 

In shcot) I demanded an instant trial, liberatl:o|;t 
tm bail, or a discharge, under the faith of your pro- 
"Clamadon ; and lastly^ j called on either couns^ 
«|- agent for the crown, to shew cause by affidavit 
^by iny trial shpiJ^ f^ot be proceeded on i no^]> 
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•on appeared ; all I could obtain was an adjouin- 
ment of the assizes for ten days, in order, as the 
judge said, to give an opportunity to me to apply 
to your government for my libera'fion, and to him' 
self df enquiring frvm the executive how he was to 
regulate his conduct, as^he foimd himself in a very 
painful awkward situ£[tion ; and back was I con- 
ducted to ihis prison. 

I dien wrote to your secretary aplain.statemeit 
of all the facts : I enclosed Lieut. Speare's affida- 
vit* I reminded him of his knowledge in July.af 
all the charges now brought against me, in theshape 
-of bills of indictment, and his Kberationof me, 
and concluded, with requesting an order from him 
for my discharge from custody, that I might pro- 
secute my journey to England, whither I had in- 
tended to go immediatdy after the assizes of Cork : 
to this I received Mr. Pettiam's answer-^" That I 
*^ had neither his consent or countenance to attend 
^^ the asskes-i; on the contrary, that lie imagined 1 
^^ had gone to England long since »; that 'he had 
*^ nothing now to do with, the affair of my arrest, 
^^ bills having been found against me, by the grand 
"jury of my county ; that if I had been indicted 
** for admiuistring unlawful oaths, I should of 
** course be discharged under the terms t)f the 
" proclamation,^' andconduded with^aying **whc- 
*^ theryour conduct before or since the proclama- 
** tion, warrants the charges now brought 9ffiv^ 
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"^^ J^oa, must be determined by those on the spot, 
*'*wbo hav« the circumstances before them*'* 

This letter (by which I was led to imagine my 
tiiaT would be proceeded on "by those on the spot, 
•^ who h^ the circumstasices before them," when 
4lte court should open according to adjournment) 
I sent to Mr. Seijcant Chatterton, from whom, to 
my astonishment, I learned the assizes were over, 
aiui that the 'x:ourt wotjfld not be opened again, , 
though but six days of the adjoumnient had elap- 
sed. 

^ On my first airest on the indictment, 1 guessed 
what I had to expect ; yet thinking it possible th$^ 
•this unwarrantable step mi^t have been taken 
without you or your secretary's knowledge, by the 
petty tyrants in the provinces, I did not^e over 
all hopes of obtsdningmy liberty, 'till the commu* 
a^cauon by Mr* Serjeant Chatterton, after his re- 
ceipt of your • eecretmry^s instrucuons. I diea 
Sc^imd my conjectures verified— perceiving that 
yf^ur £xcelle&cy, ashamed oi such a proceeding, 
ettd^Bnrored to sanction yoiBr conduct by the 
v^<yi the grand Jury, (of whom I cannot think 
bv* with aUiorrence) I gave myself no further 
is'oable about you or your secretary, determined 
p^endy to await the coming of better times, ^till 
the latter end of October, when getting^rrAer in- 
<teUlgence of the conspiracy formed against me, and 

I 
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having it in my power to give many more substan- 
tial reasons against my detention, I wrote to you 
in a style very dispassionate, without the slightec$ 
comment or observation, confining myself to a 
mere recital of facts, in substance the same as de- 
tailed in these my letters to you ; and at the same 
time sent you an af&davit made by Mr. Dogherty, 
uncle to Hebert's wife, giving an account of a 
conversation, between him and Hebert a few days 
after my arrest, wherein Hebert disclaimed " any 
".knowledge of me, and protested his ignorance of 
*' any thing to my prejudice," and disclosed to Mr* 
Dogherty, " the threats on the one hand, and on 
" the other the promises of large sums of moneys 
^\ and a'comfortable annual income, to induce him 
" to swear to a written paper the contentsof which" 
" he knew not." I likewise sent, you Mn Pel- . 
ham's letter to me, and B. General Coote's letter 
to. my wife, giving an extract of Mr. Pelham'&letter 
to him of the 25th of July , and also acopy of Lieut» 
Speare's affidavit, lest your secretary might hai« 
suppressed the original sent to him, of whichl 
believe him fuUy capable ; to this letter and ^thasct 
papers which were handed to you by my fiiettd 
and. brother Arthur O'Connor, I received an 
answer,: — "that the offence I was charged wit3i« 
" namely corresponding with the enemy, wa& not 
"^pardonable by the proclamation ; with regard to 
", tlie affidavits and papers, that you would takft 
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*• them into consideration, and give such answers 
*' as you should be advised." 

' In this state did the matter rest 'till last Satur- 
day, when through my brother I received anoffici- 
al notification, that I could not be liberated ; which 
'toswer has induced me to publish' the entire trans- 
action, and to call on the people to be judges be- 
tween you and me, "a round unvarnished tale have 
** I delivered, whereof my country had by parcels 
** something heard, but not distinctively, nothing 
** have I extenuated nor have I set down aught in 
** malice." The observations to be made on the 
foregoing will conclude this letter and correspon- 
dence with your Excellency ; and first I shall take 
a view of Hebert's information, and how the law 
standi in this particular case. 

The King's last parliament, in their last sessior, 
registered an edict, authorising your Excellency, 
»id six of your council, to issue a warrant to arrest 
any person of whom iix your wisdom or youl- jea- 
lousy you may thiiik proper to have suspicion ; in 
which case and which on/tf, as I apprehend, the 
suspension of the bill of Habeas Corpus operates : 
by virtue of such a warrant or warrants, or orders 
to a Brigadier Genera], one dated the 24th of June, 
the other the 1st of July, was I detained by B, Ge- 
neral Coote, when invited to his tent, by his Aid- 
de-Camp j 1^ virtue of such a warrant was I tatcn 
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to Dublin by Captain Roche ; the paper said to Be. 
an information, though never signed by Hebert, 
being the cause of suspicion, respecting which your 
secretary examined me on Monday the 24th of 
July, and liberated me with your Excdlency's 
knowlqdg^ as heretofore fully explained. If you 
and your secretary had authority to discharge me 
from custody, and to set me at large on the bail 
given pur^uant^to the proclamation y. was I not ac- 
quitted to all intaents and purposes legally f If you 
and ycur secretary were not impowered to liberate 
me, I charge you both,, with. mifiprUpn of trea- 
son*. 

I admit the legality of my first arrest,, however 
perfidious — The same act of the legislature 
which sanctioned the warrant, gave a discretiona- 
ry power to you and your secretary, (blessed con- 
fidence ! !) either to dischargie or imprison the ac- 
cused : your discretion directed you to Kberate 
me : by what law could I be molested again after 
acquittal before a legal (however extraordinary), 
tribunal ?-— If the law did not invest- you with 
poweir to use yoiu- discretion, how could you 
answer to the public ? how could your secK^tary 
presume to libemte a person charged with high 
treason^in no less degree than cpn^espondiiig with 
your kipg's enemy ? — ^Here ends.Hebert's inform. 
mationv or whatever you please to- call it, with 
this one remark, that it is dated on the 1st of Juiier 
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tt&l rcAlites' to tircumstancies alledged by the magiS' 
trate to have happened on the Ist of February be-- 
fore, for the truth of which you arc referredto He- " 
bert's affidavit. 

To CuUinanes information, (procured as afore- 
said, bearing date on die 20th of July, giving a 
story of a conversation told by the magistrate like" ^ 
xoise^ said to be holden on the 6th of April preced- 
ing, and received from B. General Coote, by your 
secretary, on Monday the 24th of July,) the same 
reasoning applies as to Hebert's : your secretary 
with knowledge of it liberatedme, nay, added that 
government paid no attention, by reason of the 
quarter it came from, yet was it c^trivards to be 
made the instrument to deprive me of liberty for 
seven months ; though I made you accquainted 
with one very remarkable circumstancie, namely, 
that on the examination of Cullinane by Lord Ban- 
,try, and tlie Rev. William Silleto, on Sunday the 
9tli of April, the' day after his arrest, and but three 
days subsequent to the supposed conversation, he 
declared on his oath, to them, that he knew nothing 
. of me or to my prejudice : for the certainty of 
which I appeal to these two magistrates. 

Besides, where was the occasion of putting my. 
stisward to the torture in April last, to extort infor* - 
mation of me, if Cullinane could have furnished 
Y^^at that time with such documepts as in four 
12 
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TOOntfis after were Hiiraculoiisly Brought to his^rt- 
collection ? Before I finaBy dismiss tliese iafor* 
mAtioBd, I desire of Mr. Pelham te ceil to mind 
his conversation with me respectimg this magis* 
trate, and the testimony I produced to him, o£ 
actings and sayings of the man, \thich at tKe time 
vtry properly seemed*to fill his soul with horror ; 
and r cannot avoid thinking,,th'at the intelligence 
then given to yoursecretary, of the drsposition of 
this unhappy man, induced' Mr; Pelham to have 
X recourse tohim,andtomakeuse of him (according; 
to English custom) to destroy hirn^- * ' 

Having given afaitHftil narratfve of aff proceed- 
ings of your government, respecting this transact!- - 
f ony the two last letters from your secretary, since 
my arrest, demand consideratixm. I caH on him 
to exjJain die import of the passage — ^** That 1 
had not his consent Or countenance to attend die 
assizes of Ct5rk ; on the contrary, that he tliought 
I had gone to England long'before their commence- 



Should ourmiseries cottdnue tb accmnulate, I 
make no* doubt of the establishment of oiBces for 
the distribution of license to us Irish, to go here, 
or stay there — hitherto I did not* know that an 
Irishman had accasion txi ask permission of an 

' English clerk to attend the assizes of his couftty. 

r But I particularly require of Mr. Pelham tojacquakt 
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4x1 public, how he could suppose that a per&dii 
charged with high treason, 'could have gone tot 
£ngland, and not have been under the absolute ne^ 
tessity of attending, the assizes — iF he had not 
known that the person accused had been heretofore 
arrested, tried,, acquitted,. and discharged^ 

Thctruthis, your government, ashamed* of be- 
ing underthe necessity of liberating one, for whose 
apprehension thousands had Been offered, propa- 
gated a report, that T had' made important disco-" 
veriea, had manifested a sincere repentance for any 
offences I might have committed, and that I was 
obliged to quit Ireland durinfthe .warj as soon aa^ 
the adjustment of my private concerns would* al« 
low ; in other wordis, that I had submitted to obey 
9. letter de x:achette^^To which I suoswer,. that hacf 
I any discoveries tomake, I feel myself proof a-- 
gainst any species of torture tq extract— even. a 
broken sentence ; Aatas to my offencs against my 
country, my maximf ever has been, " Nil consdte 
aibiynuUa pallescere adpcf^ — to which whether I 
Rave paid due observance or not, my country must 
decide ; and with regard to the last stipulation,, 
I.ask Mr. Pelhami,.was it demanded of me ^-«-Pe* 
roh O'Connor ere he would consent to it. 

Tbe last letteris reviewed^ and dismissed with' ] 
one observation-— 4hat atlen^ih yoasiHrender Cul* 
ilmsme's iafoniuitioii, your only hold ai &it \ s^d 
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now intrench yourself behind Hebert's — which 
you had before abai.«ioned, as untenable* 

After seven months imprisonment, perhaps it 
may be yoiu- Fi'ce-Royal will and pleasure to give 
me an opportunity of vindicating myself, and re- 
covering the liberty of the common air, and the 
iise of my limbs j I ssiy per haps j as you can, with 
precisely the same colour of law or justice, extend 
the punisment to next year, and from year to year 
in eternum, ^' Gnossius hose Rhcuhmanthus babet 
durissima regnUy castigatque aiu&tque dohsJ*^ 

What, my Lord ! were not aU the laws in your 
statute-book, (the most bloody that ever defiled a 
nation) found sufficient to prosecute me ? 

Did you feel yourself reduced to the necessi^. 
of exercising a vigor beyond even Irish law P 

What were yourinstnictions to Mr. Serjeant- 
Cfaatterton, -which heuntfir f 

What were the terms of your reprimand, for bis 
imprudence in adjourning the assi^ies I 

Why did he not open the court on the tenth day, 
purstumt to adjournment ? 

Will you tell the people of this land, that the 
will of an English oligarchy is Irish law, i» Irilh 
constitution r 
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Will you tell, them that to thai oligarchy al6nc 
you hold yourself accountable ? 

Will you tell them tliat oligarchy, considers Ire- 
land as a conquered province, which they treat ac- 
cordingly,, which they have reduced to a work- 
shop, for the manufacture of soldiers and sailors,* 
to fight the battles of their task-masters ? 



Tell them — but hold, spare yourself the pains 
we know, what is still better, vrcfeeloyxc degrada- 
tion. Thanks to the God of nature, who work» by 
means insemtal^k to mortal ken, Grenville, Pitt, 
and Jenkinson have done woiulcrs«<— ^^^ ^iu»/e 
nearly txaUaed our fovd kop€^of seeing those abu99Sy 
which have hitherto withstood the ineffectuakstrug' 
gles ^divided kingdoms^faU prostrate ibefwe ^^e 
moderate^ hut determined exertions of united nations* 

Britain, thou bast an inspired prophetic iEox, a 
matchless Burdett»-!-^A:te not Norfolk, Rus^eV, 
Gray, Sheridan,. £rskiney Stanhope, Tierne^ Ox- 
ford and Lauderdale, thy sons \ is notnpble Suffolk 
thine — ^ thousandsbeaides ^botwho e^n count tbe 
stars of heaven ?" May their influence reanimate ; 
may their celestiallight irradiate all thy children... 
Burdett, ofForemare, that land which gave you 
birth mustbceverdearto O'Connor: tho^his coun* 
try now writhes and groans beneath the lash of 
thine, the Irish know how to discriminate between, 
the cruelties and vices of a destructive & profligate . 
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faction^ and the humanity and virtues of a gtrut* I 
rous and gallant people. I 

Tell England to bid farewell to liberty, when 
Ireland is enslaved : three millions of Irish slaves, 
would rivet Britain's chains. \ 

Coimtrymen, whilst assassination is bailed by au- I 
thority^ am I doomed to a BasUle on charges, the 
futility of which I was ready to prove according to 
lawj which was denied m^— the groundlessRess of | 
winch, I have made clearly appear to the executive, 
without redress* Behold me in a loathsome pri- 
son, in a cell nine feet square ; my fortune ruin* 
ed j my health impaired ; my constitution shatter- 
ed ; with enough of all left, however, to be useful 
to my country. 

Hear me through the grate of my gad j be watch- 
ful as owls ; resolute as lions ; gende as lambs ; 
persevering as moles ;-— be patient, sober and dis- 
creet ; faithful and true to your engagements ; a- 
dore your Creator ; be ready to die for your coun- 
try ; fear a bad character*— dread nothing else. 

Let the World be your RepuUic, 

Ireland your Country, 

To^do good, your Religion, 

Be humane; 

BUT ABOV£ ALL, B£ VNITS0.. 

Farewell, feUlow^itiaens^ 



APPENDIX. cvii 

;Qfyou, my Lord, I take^my leave, with say- 
ing, that whoever advised you to take the steps 
you have taken against me, is no judge of law, a 
bad judge of politics, and a worse judge of human 
nature. 

(Signed) 

ROGER O'CONNOR. 



^Extractedfrom the Wexford Herald of Thursday 
the SAthof July \79Z. 

Wty the Rom^i Catholics of the town and district 
of Wexford, ever anxious to cultivate the friend- 
ship of our protestant brethren, and to unite with 
them in all the bands of social happiness, embrace 
this flattering opportunity of testifying our grati- 
tude to the virtuous and independont fprty-^ve^ 
whose united efforts and interests su]^rted our 
cause at the county meeting, convened by thit high 
sheriff on Saturday last. 

The malignant shafts of calumny, directed by 
the iron-hand of arbitrary power will never awe us 
into an acquiescence of ^/Vi^, which we most so- 
lemnly abjure. We are, have been,— and ever 



* The account of the following meetings should have 
iwejceded the letters of Rofin O'CooDon 
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shall he^-^ratefid and loytd. Wef« inrepossesaied 
of more our noble Aiends should participate there- 
of, did theh* generous and (Bsinterested patriotism 
pekmit the idea of a transitory reward ; nay, we 
respect our enemies as members of the state, but 
-hope they will not expect j-fofift/ijfe from us untH 
they becomeour benefactors, that is, proselytes to 
the true political faith, on \irtiich depends the salva- 
tion of our country. 

We hail our illustiiouft and glorious protectors, 
nirho withtirresistiUe energyi eloquence and truths 
pleaded the cause of injured innocence and de- 
graded humanity, attempting to raise its head 
amidst its implacable oppression !— We hail them 
as being invaluable co-operators with the saviours 
of our country ; on whom alone, and on men of 
such minds, depends the perpetuity of the constitu- 
jd#n as established at the revtoiution. 
Signed by order, 

J. E. DEVEREUX. 



At a meeting of the Catholics of die town and dis» 
trict of Wexford, on Tuesday^ July 30, 1793^ 

J. E. Devereux, esq. in the chair. 

WE, the Roman Calhicdtcs cf the town and dis- 
trict of Wexford, having licquieseed m thoreeoltt*' 
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i&on aadTecommendation of our kte getxeral cdm^ 
mittee, notwithstanding the many degrading and 
injurious distinctions still existing against us, to 
act no more as a body, but as IRISHMEN, united 
hy one will and interest, find oiffselves most reluc- 
tantly compelled by different attacks, immediately 
pointed at our lionour, to defend ourselves as a 
"distinct people ; our loyalty Jias been traduced, our 
views misrepresented, and our conduct defamed ; 
we conceive that sinking under such infamous and 
midacious slander would be the ruin of our coun- 
try, and bereave us of the affections of our king 
>and our fellow-subjects, for we have'^ learnt from 
the history of all nations, but particularly from our 
own, that unrefuted calumnies lead from ' the ex^ 
tinction of the honest fame of a nation^ to tihe final 
extinction of her liberties, 

Resolvedtherefore, Thatitisabase and scan* 
dalous falsehood that the CathoBcs of Ireland ever 
entertained the thought or harboured the project, 
tidier in private or public, of severing the sister 
countries from each othev* 

Resolved, That the Catholics of Ireland never 
'soughtany other boon but that of equallawandequd 
4iberty, such as Englishmen possess, and such as is 
equally the right of Irishmen,andthattheyare satis- 
Asd to abide by one common fate with £ng^idi« 
taea, so that they may forever eftjoy tlie common 

K 
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Messings of the con^tution, as estadilished inking, 
lords, and commons^ jander a separate legislature, 
imd a common king- 
Resolved, That the generid comn^ittee of the 
Catholics never exercised die right of taxation in 
^y one. instance, nor any odier right but in abso- 
lute subordination to the laws of their country, nor 
can we understand how these proceedings and 
pursuits can be accounted criminal, imless it is 
proved that the British constitution, the sole ob- 
ject of those pursuits, is a code of iniquity and vice^ 
which ought to be rejected with detestation, and 
not contended for At die hazard of every thing dear 
toman* 

Resolved, That we are unalterably attached to 
the peace, happiness, union, and liberty of Ireland, 
and therefore from our hearts abhor and reprobate 
any disturbances, which may endanger the posses- 
, sion of those invaluable objects, and that we te- 
i^ommend most seriously and earnestly to our Ca- 
tholic brethren, to join. and co.K)perate inevftry 
loyal and constitutional measure to suppress them, 
be their authors whom they may. 

Resolved, That we highly approve of the con- 
duct of our late committee, who have proved lis 
ijot^jnworthy of freedom, by evencing our loyn^ 
to oxffhmsy Qur gratitude to the legislature •jvM 
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oat friends, and our uncearing desire to fulfil his 
majesty's gracious wish to unite all classes ai^.de^ 
scriptions of the people in support of the constitut* 
tion. 

Resolved, That the silly assertion which has 
Keen publicly- made — that the Catholics of the 
county of Wexford, were induced to join the com- 
mittee by the promise often pounds a year, free- 
hold to the lower classes — ^is equally devoid of pro- 
bability and truth, and deserves nothing but our 
contempt* 

Resolved, That these resolutions be published,^ 
and that our chairman do transmit a copy to each 
of the gentlemen who were delegated to the late ge- 
jtieral committee. 



Ata numerous meeting of the freeholders and in- 
habitants of the county of Wexford, in the county 
court house, on Ae 23d of March, 1795, 

Cornelius Grogan, esq. in the chsun 

Hxe following resolutions passed unanimous^ : 

Resolved, Thatthe resolutions of the freeholders ' 
and inhabitants of this county in favor of Cvdtolic' 
^loandpaiticai and reform, adopted bjt them at sk 
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coumy meetings hdd at Wexford on the lltlrilaf 
of Januazy, 1793, bt now i:ead ^ 

Resolved, That we continue of the same opinion 
ai8 declared by us at the above meeting. 

Resolved, That.Earl Fit2william,.by the wisdom 
of his measures, and by calling to his councils those 
men who have at all times promoted the union and 
supported the interests of the people, aiid proved 
themselves the true friends of their king, the con- 
stitution and their country, has deservedly obtain- 
ed the confidence andnfteritedtbe gratitude of Irish- 
men*. 

Resohfcd, ITiat we have good reason to be con-- 
vinced thatjtbe sudden recall of so PATRIOTIC 
anoblema^i.at that moment when those friends of 
Ireland who had obtained his confidence, were 
bringing forward, measures, that would have pro-- 
moted the l/NION of the peopk-^^^nd encreasied 
the strengdi of the empire, could have no other 
source than in the malignant schemes and interfere 
ence of a late administration, (supported by the in- 
fluence of certain members of the British catanel) 
who knew that whilst his lordship remained in tiie 
government they could no longer puiBue a detest- 
ed system of measures— ^which seemed more, calcu- 
lated for the purposes of corruption, oppression^ 
and pctsccutiop, than the prosperity of the state*. 
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fte^Ived^ That strongly impressed by ocur past 
experience of so dai^erous an administration, it 
is not without reason we dread the return of the men 
Who formed it inta power^ and the revival of a sys- 
tem which filled the minds of the people with ter- 
ror and alarm, and had a fatal tendency to create 
disunion and disaffection, and we call upon every 
inan who regards the safety of the empire to come 
forward and deprecate the return of that adminis* 
tration into power^ and thereby rescue the natioa 
from plunder, dissatisfaction, and disunion. 

Resolved, That an humble petition to the king, 
expressive of our sentiments on this occasion, be 
forthwith drawn up and laid before us f<Mr our ap- 
^probation, and that a committee be appointed to 
prepare the same— which being read, 

Resolved, That we approve of said petition, and 
that Cornelius Grogan, Edwajrd Hay, and B, B. 
Harvey,, esqrs* do present the same to his majesty. 

-^ 'Resolved, Tlmt We should ill deserve the patri- 
otic intentions of Earl Fitzwilliamtothis country, 

: if we did not declare our sense of them previous to 
Ms loxdship's departure &om this kingdom* 

Resolved,. Tt^t we congratulate our country- 
yOQ^n of th^ 'Roman Catholic persuasion, on the ' 
liberal and honorable testimony which so nxxay 
K2 
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countFes, cities, and towns, hkve borne to the jus^^- 
ti(«*and policy of their ctaims*. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeliiig^ard 
jtisUy due to Mr*. G&att an^ for his hbnest and 
patriotic attention, as well in as out of- power, to 
those measures which on former occacsians he had 
supported and brought forward, and also for his 
spirited and constitutional answer to the address of 
the Roman Catholics of Dublin^. 

-. Resolved, That we do publicly thank and^'enter* 
tain a due sense of the merits of those members of 
both houses of parliament,^ who have uniformly 
«tood forward the advocates^^of diose indispensably 
Hecessazy measures for the preservation of our 
constitution,, the emancipation of our Catholic 
brethren, and a reform in the representation of 
the people in parliament.. 

Resolved, That these, our resoKitions' oFthanks 
be communicated by our worthy chsurman to his- 
GRACE the DUKii of Leinster, and the right hok*- 
Henry Grattan. 

Resolved, That our pecuUar thanks areikie to> 
the magistrates who so properly and spiritedly com*^ 
plied with the requisition to convene this meetiof^ 
in the absence of the high sherifl^ who W2» not Hs 

the-county. ' - • - - "t 
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At a numerous meeting of the freeholder and 
^habitants of the county of Wexford, convened 
by puMic notice, held at the county coun house on - 
the 23d of March, 1795, 

» The following petition to the Ki^iG was unani^ 
moosly adopted. 

MAY IT PLEASS YOUR MAJESTY, 

We, your majesty's most dutiful and loyal su6^ 
jects, the freeholders and inhabitants of the county 
of Wexford, convened by the ma^strates thereof 
in the absence* of the sheriff, beg leave ta-approach 
your throne, and express our attachment to your 
majesty^s family and government, in full confidence ] 
that our sovereign will vouchsafe to hear his sub- 
jects, in whose hearts he reigns, and whose love for 
person will ever lead them to support with their 
Iive» and their properties his thx!one and his govemur 
aient»- 

With gratitude we received aa a signal instance 
of our sovereign'-s beneficence to his Irish people, 
the appointment of EarLFitz-William to Ae go- 
vermment of this kingdom, a nobleman whose wis* 
dom^and whose virtues peculiarly qualified himtp 
he the beloved viceroy,, who would administer 
to the inholHtantS' of IreUmd, that happiness and 
umon we know your majesty would wish to be the 
lot of all your people ; and we anticipated the hap. 
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pjr consequence from Earl Pite-WilKam'a admioi^ 
tratton, wheai we had observed he had called to Wa 
councils those men who wercs most conspicuous id 
the nation for their abilities, and their attachment 
to the interest of their king and the constitution of 
their country ; and whose measures promised a just 
approbation of the public revenues, and additional 
strength to the empire. But particularly we con- 
templated with the most heart-felt joy, the union of 
all your majesty's subjects, by the removal of those 
civil distinptions arising from difference in religi- 
ous opinion— a measure of such invaluable wis* 
dom, as would for ever shield the throne of our re- 
vered sovereign, with the unconquerable phalanXr 
cf a loyal and brave people. But these our most 
fiatteri^g expectations being suspended by the re- 
moval of Esod Fitz^William from the government 
oi Ireland, we beg leave to represent to our most 
gracious sovereign, our fears and apprehensions 
lest these men whose advice had for several yeais 
past directed the administration d affsdrs, should 
tigainbe caUed into the confidence and councils of 
government. We beg leave to represent that a 
contempt for your people, 4md a prodigality and 
waste of the public revenue|, distinguished their 
administration, we therefore deprecate the return 
of such men into power'and confidence, as danger- 
ous to your majesty's interest and the \7elfare of 
your people^and at this awful and alarming crisis^ 



i 
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j00BthMticA}iy throw ourselves for relief on die be» 
iievole0ce and affection of our most gracious sove* 
feign, m humble confidence that his majesty will 
be pleased to restore to a grateful nation, the pros-^ 
pect of those blessings which we so anxiously hoped 
£oTj and call again to your councils those melk 
whose measures must ensure the prosperity and 
strength of the empire, and in whom your pe<q>k 
^ce their hopes and their confidence* 

Subscribed by twenty-two thousand two hun- 
^redand fifty-one signatures, presented to the king, 
s^t St. James^8>. 22d of April^ 1795 ^ 



SPEECH OF ROBERT EMMETT, Esq:. 

Beings his laat aMres» t^ an inexorabk jt^gc 

(Lord Norbury) prrxnous to the sentence of 

deaih being passed upon hkn. 

yiY LORDS, 

, WHAT have I to say why sentence of deadx 
should not be prcMiouui^ed on me^ according to law ? 
-^I have nothing to ssqr which can alter your pre^ 
determinations, nor that it wiU become me to say 
with any view to the mitigation of that ^ntence 
l^hich you. are here tapronounce and I must abide 
by.-*But I have that'to say which interests me more^ 
than Ufe^ and which yoa have labored (as was ne-^ 

V, 
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oesaarily 3rour office in the present circumstances 
of this oppressed country) to destroy— rl hav^ 
much to say why my reputation should be rescued 
from the load of false accusations and calumny 
which have been heaped upon it. I do- not ims^ 
.gtne, that seated where you are, your minds-^caa 
be so free from impurity, as to receive the least im- 
pression from what I am going to utter: — ^I have 
no hopes that^I can anchor my character iathe 
breast of a court constituted and trammelled as 
this is-^I only wish, and it is the utmost I expect, . 
that your lordships, may suffer it to float down 
your memories untsuntedby the foul breath of pre** 
jadke, until it iinds some more hospitable harbour 
to shelter it from the storm by which it is at pre- 
sent bufil^tted:^— Was I only to suffer death; ai&er 
being adjudged guilty by your tribunal, I should 
bow in silence^ and meet the fate that awaits me 
without a murmur-~-but the sentence of the law 
which delivers my body to. the executioner, will^ 
through the ministxy of that law, lab^ in its owa 
vindication, to consign my character to obloquy'-* 
for there must be guilt somewhere ; whether in die 
sentence of the court, or in the catastrophe, poste^^ 
rky must determine. A man in my situation, my 
lords, has not only to encounter ^he difficulties of 
fortune, and the force of power over minds which 
it has corrupted or subjugated, but the difficulties 
of established prejudice :--^e man dies, but his 
memory lives : that mine may not perish, that itr 
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«aylive in the respect of my countrymen, I seize 
"Upon, this opportunity to vindicate myself from 
'Some of the charges alledged against me. When 
-my spirit shall be wafted to a more friendly port : 
when my shade 'shall have joined the bands of 
those martyred heroes who have shed their blood 
on th^ scaffold and in the field, in defence df 
their country andofvirtue,this.ismy hope, I wish 
that my memory and name may animate those who 
-survive me, while I look down widi complacency 
'On the destruction of that perfidious government, 
which upholds its domination by blasphemy of the 
most high—which displays its power over man as 
over the beasts of the forest — ^which sets man upon 
his brother, and lifts his hand in the name of God 
against the *throat of his fellow, who believes or 
doubts a little more or a little less than the govern- 
ment standard^— a gevernment which is steeled to 
barbarity by the cries of the orphans and the tears df 
the widows which it has made — {Here lord NorhU" 
^ inttrrupted Mr. Emmett^ ^oyi^gt that the mean 
andwicked enthusiasts who felt as he didy xvere not 
0qualto the accomplisment of their wild designs. "] 
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•I appeal to the immaculate God 
.«•— I swear by the the throne of Heaven, before 
which I must shortly appear — by the Uood of the 
murdered patriots who have gone before me — that 
my conduct has been through all this peril and 
through all my purposes, governed only by the -^ 



vsoL APPENDIX 

coQvxcdons which I have uttered^ and by no oixef 
view, than that of their cure, and the etnancipalion 
of my country from the super-inhuman oppressiofi 
under which she has so long and too patiendy tra- 
vailed ; and that I confidendy and assuredly hope, 
that wild and chimerical as it may appear, there is 
still union and strength in Ireland to accomplish 
thisnoUestenterprlee-«*ofthisI speak with confr 
•dence of intimate knowledge, and with the conso- 
lation that appert^ns to that confidence. Think 
not my IcH-d, I say this for the petty gratification 
«of giving you a transitoty unieasiness; zvim 
who never yet raised his voice to assert a lie, wiU 
not hazard his character with posterity by asserts 
ing a falsehood on a subject so important to his 
country, and on an occasion like this. Yes, my 
lords, a ixian who does not wbh to have his epitaph 
written until his country is liberated, will notleave 
a weapon in the powar of envy to impeai^ ti^ 
probity wluch he means to preserve even in the 
^aveto which tyranny consigns him. [Herefi^ 
was again interrupted by the courtJl 

Again I say, that what I have spoken, was not 
intended for your lordship, whose situation I com- 
iiusserate rather than envy-*«^my . eaqmssions were 
formy countrymen. If there is a true Irishman 
present, let my last words cheer him in die hour of 
4iffliction — [He wc^ again interruptedj lord Norhb' 
ry said he £dnot sit there to hear treason^} 
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1[ h^e dvrays understood it to be ^e xluty of $. 
judge, when a prisons: has been convicted, to pro- 
nounce the sentence of the law $ I bstve also under- 
stood that judges sometimes think it their duty ta 
hear with patience, and to speak with humanity ; 
to exhort tiie victim of the laws and to ofler^ith 
tender benignity his opinions of the motives by 
which he was actuated in^e crime, of which he 
had been found giulty : that a judge has thought it 
his duty so to have done, I have no doubt — ^but 
where is the boasted freedom of your institutions, 
where is the vaunted impartiality clemency, and 
mildness of your courts of justice; if an unfortu- 
nate prisoner, wHom your policy and not justice, is 
about to deliver into the hands of the executicHiev, 
is not suffered to explsun his motives sincerely and 
truly, and to vindicate the principles by which he 
was actuated. 

My lords, it may be a part of the system of angry 
justice to bow a man's mind by humiliation to the 
purposed ignominy of the scaffold ; but worse to 
' me than the purposed shame, or the scaffold^s ter^ 
rors, would be the tame indurance of charges and 
imputations liud against me in this court : You my 
lord are a judge, I am the supposed culprit ; I am a 
man, you are a man also ; by a revolution of pow- 
er, we mighl change places, tho* we never could 
change characters ; if I stand at the bar of this 
court, and dare not vindicate my character, what 
a farce is your justice ! If I stand at this bar, and 
dare not vindicate my character, how dare you ca- 
lumniate it? Does the sentence of death which 
your policy inflicts on my body, also condemn my 
tongue to silence and my reputation to reproach ? 
Your executioner may abridge the period of my 
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jexistexxceybutwMle legust^I^hallnot cease to vimdi' 
.cate my character and motived from your aspersions^ 
and as a man, to* whom fame is dearer than life,' I 
will make the last use of that life in doing justice to 
that reputation which is to live after me, arid which 
is the only legacy I can leave to those Ilionorand 
love, and lor whoth I am proud to perish. As mei^^ 
my lord, we must appear on the great day at one 
common tribunal, and it will then remain for the 
Searcher of all hearts, .to shew a collective universe 
who was engaged in the most virtuous actions, or 
attached by the purest motives* ■ J [Here he was 
intepruptedj arid told to tisten to the sentence of the 

My lord, will a dyiijg manhe denied the legal 
privilege of cxcvflpating himself iti the eyes of the 
community, of an undeserved reproach thrown up- 
on liim during his triat, by charging hint with am- 
bition, and attempting to cast away, for a paltry 
consideration, the Hberties of his country? Why 
did your lordship insult me ? or rather why insult 
justice, in demanding of me why sentence of death 
shoXild not he pronounced ? I know my lord tliat 
form prescribes that jou should ask the question, 
the form also^presumes a right of answering. This 
uo doubt may be dispensed with* — and so miglit th^ 
.whole ceremony of the trial, since sentence was 
sdready pronounced ' at the Castle 'btfoi'e your jury 
was impanelled; your lordships are but the priests 
of the oracle, and I submit : * but I insist on the 
whole of the forms.^— — 2?efre the court desired him 
to proceed.'] 

I am charged with being an emissary to France ! 
An emissary of France ! And for what end ? It 
is alledgcd that J wish to seH the independence 
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of my country J And for what end? ^ Was this" 
^e object of my ambition ? And is this the 
mode by which a tribunal of justice re conciles 
contradictions ? No, I am no emissary, — ^and my 
ambition was to hold a place amopg the deliverers 
of my country, not in power, nor inproiBt, but in 
the glory of tfieatchievement! Sell my country V: 
independence to France! And for what"? \Vasit 
for a change of masters ? No ! But for ambition I 
O my country, was it personal ambition that could 
influence me? had it been the soulofmy acuons, 
could I not by ihy*education and fortune, by the rank 
and consideration of my family, have placed my- 
self among the proud^t of my oppressors? My 
country was my idol ; to it I sacrifice every selfish, 
every endearing sentiment'; and for it I now offer 
up myl3e ! O God I No, n^y lord, I acted as an 
Irishman determined on delivering my country 
ffbm^heyoke of a foreign and unrelenting tyranny^, 
^d from the more galling yoke of a domestic fac» 
tionwhiohiajoint partner and pr^petrator in the 
patricide, for the ignominy of existing witii an ex- 
terior of splenddr- and a conscious depravity- It 
was the wish of my heart to extricate my country 
from this doubly rivettec^despotism. * 

. I wished to place her independence beyond the; 
reachof any power on earth ; I wished to exalt her ; 
to that proud station in the worid. 

Connexion with France was indeed intended-— 
but only as far as mutual interest would sancdon and 
require ; were they to assume any authority incon. • 
sistent with the purest independence, it would be 
the signal for their destruction 5 we sought aid and * 
wesou^iiaswe had assurances we should ob« 
tdn it-*<as auxiliaries in war, and allies in peace. 

Were the French to con^ as invaders or ene* • 
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imes^ unm^'ited ly the . VFishes of the people, Tf 
should oppose them to the utmo$t of my strengtki- 
Yes» my couatrj-men, I should advise you to 
meet than upon thebeach, with aswordinonehaudj 
and a torch in the other — I ^ould meet then? witbL 
all the deatmctive fury of %yarj and I wo»id ani-^. 
mate my countrymen to immolate them in their^ 
boats, before they had contaminated the soil of my^ 
country. If they succeedied in landingj), and [lU 
forced to retire before superiprdi^Qiplhae, IVouIdr. 
dispute every inch of ground, bum every blade ot 
of grass, and the last intrenchmei^t of liberty shoul(^,- 
be i|iy grave. What I could not do myself, if L 
shouldiaU, I^hould leave as a last charge to my 
couatr)mettto acconifJish, because I should feel 
conscious that life, any more than death, is unpro- 
fitable, when a foreign nation holds my country iiit 
9uMectiom 

But-^it was not as an enemy that the succours of 
Prance were to land j— I looked indej^d fox ttaj 
assistance of. France;. but I wished to prc^yeta, 
Pranceand to the world, tHat Irisbmien.dc^served to' 
be assisted ; that they w^re indignant at slavery, . 
and ready to assert the independence and Ubeit^ 
of their country, '^ 

I wished to procure for my country the guaran- 
tee which Washington procured for America-^.^ 
To procure an aid which by its e^mple would be a^r, 
important as its valor, disciplined, gallant, pregnant 
with science and with experience ; who would per- 
ceive the good and polish the rough points of our , 
character ; they wodid come to us as strangers and .' 
leave us as friends, after shaiing our" perils and 
elevating our destiny— these were my objects^not 
to receive new ta^k^masters but to e^pel old tyranta^ 
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•*-lh&ewicffe my vi€ws--<md these only be.came^ * 
Irishmen. I tnow your most implacable enemiea] 
are in the bosom of your country. 

I have been charged with that impcJttance in the' 
efforts to emancipstte my country^ as to* be consi- -- 
dered the keystone of tfid combination of Irishmen, 
or as your lordship express it, " the life ' and blood j 
of the conspiracy. You do me honor overmuch:' - 
you have given to the subaltern all th€ credit of a »^ 
superior J there are men engaged in this conspirct^ - 
ey, who are notdnly superior to* me, but even to ' 
your owil conceptions of yourself, my lord ; men, • 
before the splendor of whose genius and virtues, I* 
should bow with respectftil deference, and who * 
would thinlc themselves dishonored to' be called' 
your friend, who would not disgrace themselves 
b?y shaking your Irfood^stsdned hand— -[^(pre he wa^ 
i^errupted^ ) 

What, my lord; shall you tell rn« on the passage 
to' the scaflfoid, which that tjranny of which you ' 
a» only the intermediary executioner, has erected 
for my murder, that I am accountable for all the 
blobd that has and wittbe shed in this strug^e of 
the oppressed agamst the oppressor? shatt 
you tell me this-— and must I be so very a slave* as 
not torepel it ? ' 

• idoiK>tfeartoappr6achtheOmmpotent'Judge^' , 
—^» answer for the conduct of my whole life^ . 
and am I to be appalled and falsified by a mere ' 
remnantof mortaliiy here ; by J'ou too, who, if it '- 
Were posnble to collect aJlthe innocent Uood that 
you have shed in your unhallowed ministry, in one* - 
great reservoir; youl- lordship might swim init ! • 
iHete the Judge interfered.^ ^ 

' ~Lct no man dare, when I am dead, to-chargo. ~ 
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ine withdishonor ;-*4et no man att^nt hiy metttO-- 
tf by believing that I could have engaged in any 
cause but that of my conntry's liberty and inde- 
pendence—or that I could have become the pliatit. 
minion of power in the oppression or the miseried- 
of my countrymen ; the pitjclamation of the provU 
sional government, speaks for our views ; no in- 
ference can be tortured from it to countenance bar- 
baritv or debasement at home, . pr subjection ot^ 
humiliation or treachery from abroad — I woultl 
not have submitted to a foreign oppressor, for the 
same reason that I would resist the foreign and do^ 
mestic oppressor; in the digni^ of freedom L 
would have fought upon the threshold of my counw 
try, and its enemy should enter only by passing^ 
over my Kfeless corpse ; and who lived but for my 
^country, and who have subjected myself to the 
dangers of &€ jealous and watchfol oppressor, and 
the bondage of the gTave^ only to ^vz my country-^ 
men their rights, wd my eountry her independ* 
ence; and I ani to be loaded withtcalumny and 
not suffered to resent and repel it ?-^Ko ; G€>d for« 
bid! 

If the ^irits of the illustrioixs dead '^rtitipate 
in the concerns andcares of those who wei^ dear 
;tothem in this- Iransilory life-^O ! ever dear a^ 
veiierated shade of my departed father, look dow« 
, irith scrutiny on the conduct of your suffering s«» 9 
and see if I have even for a moment deviated 
from those principles of morali^ and patriotiBm 
which it was your care to inatil into my youthliil 
mind, and for which I am now to offier up. my life* 

My Lords-^You are impatient for the sacrifice 
»M^e bkiod which you sedc is not congealed, by 
the ^artificial terrors which surrounded your vietiiiii 



It circulates warmly and unruffled tliraugh tKe 
ijhacmels vhich God ' created for. noble purpppes^ . 
but which jrouare bent to destroy, for purposes so - 
grievous, tliat they cry to heave n b e yet pati- 
ent ! I have but few words mor* to say;:-*I.am go- 
ing to my cold and silent grave : nay lamp^ of *life 
is nearly extinguished i my race is run : the grave 
opens to receive, me, and 1 sink into its. bosom ! I' 
Rave but one request to ask at ray departure from 
this world, it is the charity of its silence !— — Let 
no man write, my ei»taph, for as- no. man who 
..knows my motives dare now vindicate them, let not 
prejudice or ignorance aspprse them. Let thent 
jindm^ repose in obscurity and'peac^.and my 
tomb remain uninsrcribed, until other times, anfl 
other men; can do justice to my character ; — when 
iny country takes ner place among the nations of 
the eardv, then--«-aiid not till th^^-^t my epitaph 
be written-^I have done; 



SUPPLEMENTARY. ^ 

TEST OATH or tse ORANGEMEN. 
Tfaee world will see the syttemof exteirmiaatipii 

iijr y^Ha^ tUs miserable coimtry ' is governed, anid 
ftympatKifc« in it^ misfortunes I and shame and cqiu 

rliMion will overwhelm the mansters^who have made 

^ibepiraciMofafalackt-giaard'mob, the model, nay 
4^ ideniycal JAode of mliag a nation j for the wiQ 
of govoTOMient, of which they receive revenues, 
frrin^ from the hard hands oi the toiling and in- 
dustrums poor farexceedtii^ all human beliet ' Be* 

vfbrn the ^sd of the year 17d6, the monsters hadex« 
.tiipated, in one small. cdu»ty 4000- fellow; crea- 
^turesy because they "were not of their religion. 



cxxyii appendix; 

Slnce.theii) theylmve tal^en adyant^g^ of tbe uira^* 
sion 'of Scotch and English, to commit mui^^rs •■ 
unnumbered. Wc could enumarte facts, touching. 
the cruelty of the adnainistration, in stirring up- 
these unfortunate fanatics, that would make the' 
human heart turn sick ; mean time, let it suffice to. • 
give the present specimen of the subliriiity of their ' 
sentiments and their erudition. 

I, A. B. in the presence of Almighty God, day 
solemnly and sincerely swear, that I wiU qot give! 
the secret of an Orange-man, unless it be to him or -■" 
itiem I find to be such after strict trial, or the word t 
of a well known Orange-man, for him or from the ■ 
body or assembly of Orange-men. I also swear 
that I will answer all summonses from an assem-« - 
bly of Orange-meaa, 80 miles distance ; and that X ^ 
will not Bit, stand by, or be by and see a brother -~ 
Gtange-man struck^ battered, or abused, or knowti - 
his character injuriously taken away^ without using ; 
evoryefFortin my power to assist mm at the ha- - 
ssard of my lifel 1 further declare j that I wiB not : 
lie, to orupo^ an OtsUige^nan, me knowing the • 
same to be detrimental to him, but will warn him* 
of all dangers, a$ far in my power lies ; and that I' : 
will bear true allegiance to his majesty, and assist • 
the civil magistrates in the execution of their of- 
fices^ if called upon, and that I will notkiiowol' 
any conspiracy against the Protestant ascendancy, 
ahd that I will not make, or be at the making of a • 
Roman Catholic an Orange-man, or give him any - 
offence, unless he offends me, and then I will use 
my utmost endeavors to shed the last drop of his 
Wood, and that I willBtaind three to ten* to relieve 
a brodier Orange-man* 

qUESTIONS. " AKSWElSlS. ^ 

Wbaf t ihat ia your hand > A i ecret tt> yon. 
IFrpm whf nsj ipjunc job t. Wtom tb^ Isad of Un^gt^' 



XNJDEX 

*^cce&ful ikirmiihing of th^ nvflfltfry 14 S 

*rhe attack of Profpcrouf ' 14ft 

^The Attack of Nafs 151 

The attiR:k of Cjrlow ' 154 

The attack of Moufteraven 15 jf 

The attack of Rackets town ' '\i^i 

Battle of Tarah i^ 

The attack of Hathangan x 60 

Stirr«ndry of Knockawih x^c 

Theatbominable flaughter at Glbbithrttth x6a 

3attle of Oulard 27th May >j^6 

Battle of Ennifcotthy 28th May 27:^ 
Retreat of the king's troops to Wexford, general con- 

fixfion I So, 
Defeat of the king's army at th« Three-rocks^ furren- 
. der and abandonment vof Wexford to the .united 

army* on the 30th May X94 
«-€ondu£l of the king's troops on their retreat to Dun* 

"^ cannon fort • sia 

General arrangeniehts of the united army 2x4 

Mailkcre of the unofFendtng peafantry ^abouf* Ouhurd 22 7; 

Abandonment of Corey, condudl of the inhabitants 231 
Battle of Newtown-Barry and Ballycanow, on the ill 

June, 1798 ' 2|2 
'Meeting of the chiefs on the firil of Jane, Mr. Harvey 

' eteSed commander in chief of the united army 4^4 

'Firft capture -of tire infurgent gun-boats 235 

Defeat of the' king^s army at Carrig|!ev 2>y 

>^Btttle of Rofa^ the jth Jane 239, 

Dreadful abomtnatieniitScuHabegiie 249 

The meritorious conduct of the people in their refpedl 

' forthefair^iex 2^7. 

* Battle of Arklowy^ the 8th June 279 

Attack at Borris, m the county of Carlow ^284 
^^IVopofais of accommodation from Lord Kiniborough 

X4th June 289 
4%d infernal Dixon enters Wexford and ci^Micf an in- 

defei^ibkble-'^nfufioB ' 295 

«Ret#cat of therevoitersfromLictLenhill 300 



'OoTIC 



VOLUME n. 



ICAL HtuatfoA of Weiiford', dreadful xHsCOa* 
^ ere conu^tttd Vy - Ihe ^xdosfidr fiixon 



Battle of HoittoWM or Fooks'-miU #^ 

kittle of Eaoifcorthy wid Vineffar-Hill S^ 
Wexford futrendcred to Lord Kiilibarough, his con- 

dua* and d^patches 5« 

Trials and executiont in Wexford 7' 

Horrid excefles of the rt>yal army J» 

Northern infurreaion ' J* 

Skirmifli uf Saintfield |3 

Battle of Ballynaliinck -•^ 

Skirmifli of BaUynafcortky , r i. ^ 
Ketreat of the Ibnthcm ityokm from general Lake 

and their progreft *^ 

Attack on Hacketilown ^ ^ 9« 

The TCfMBZ foree attacked on the fwd to Cpniew f i 
A party of the king s force ^flodged from WicHow «ap 91 
The revolting army furrounded by the armiea of gene* 

ral Sir Jamci Duff, and general Needham 92 
Stand of the rcvolters at Oranford " 
The rcvolters reduced to 5000 men, and unaUe to 

ftand ^ainft a much fuperior force, of 150,000, fiir- 

render on favorable terms ^3 

ComwalIi8*8 dignified humanity and firmnefe f4 
The mode of proceeding againft imputed rebels lo«g 

after the commotions had fubfided zoo 
Httmsme conduA of general Hunter, his fuperior^dif- 

criminatlon in chewng the government terronfts xoft 
Intended extermination of the nnfortnnate inhabitanU 

cyf the Bflacomores Z04 
A furrcnder of arms awl wcdpt of prbtc^ions at the 

city of Wexford , . . . r "® 
The farmers fumtflied with arms to defend them from 

depredations ^'^4 
Amnefty offered by government «W. 
Tcrraj of amnefty vTohted by lord Caftkre^ xi6 
O'Conner's Letter on the fubjeA 1^7 
Interference of the Frenth and their arrival IA4 
Crcneral Lake defeated by the French geafcnd Hum- 
bert at Caftlebar **6 
French army defeated i*4 
Capture, trial and condemnation of T. Wolf Tone ^ 130 
Holt, the Ua of the revolutionaqr ludsn 131 



trycr 4"^ U^^-rkj p-rinttrt. 



MAR 1 3 }m 



